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.CANCEROUS TUMORS. 
In which the Opinions of ſome of the moſt 


celebrated Authors, who have writ on 
chis Subject, are examined, and compared. 


The Whole endeavouring to ſhew what Stages 
of that formidable Diſeaſe are curable. 
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Et fant aperam nofiram nullum æguius poſlulat argu- 
mentum, quam ut morbis iſtis quam certiſſimum reme- 
dium excogitemus, qui cum in hominibus graviſſimos 
dolores excitant, tum in nobis etiam, qui humanitatt 
pariter & medicine fludemus, non debemens minus, 
curandi ſtudium excitare debent. , 
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SIR, 3 


ETTER than a 
Vear is now elapſed 


berty of begging the Fa- 
vour of Vou to give me 
an Account of your Suc- 
ceſs in treating cancerous 


A 2 Tu- 


ſince I took the Li- 


hd : to the en 3 
of them. You were then 
pleaſed to return me an 
Anſwer, That You had 
had the good Fortune 
of curing many in your 
© Life, but moſt by Am- 
« putationz how many 
© You could not tell, hav- 
ing never kept a Hiſtory 
© of them'. At the ſame 
Time, I gave You a ſum- 
mary View of my Thoughts 

on the enſuing Subject; 
when You were ſo far from 
ee my Under- 
taking, 


if v 1 
taking, that, on the con- 
trary, You poſitively bid 
me not be deterr'd by any 
Thing You had faid, from 
de noble Purpoſe | of at- 
' tempting all in my Power 
for the Advancement of 
: ſo uſeful a Profeſſion as is 
that of Surgery. This, I 
preſume, Vou ſaid (as wiſe 
Mien are wont to do) 
rather to encourage the 
Honeſty of my Intention 
to do good, how little 
and inconſiderable ſoever, 
than that You thought me 
1 read of advancing any 
Ihing 


[9] 
Thing new and _— 
dinary on the Subject. 
aſcribe no Merit to ue | 
from the ſucceeding Per- 
formance ; if there be any 
due, tis undoubtedly ow- 
1ng to You, and the other 
celebrated Authors, who 


have abundantly ſupplied : 
me with Materials to il- 


luſtrate my Deſign. But 


my Obligation to You 1s 
the greater, as what I have 
ſelected Goa Your inge- | 
nious Eſſay (on the Art of 
Healing, &c. for that Pur- 
_ was by your Leave. 


When 
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N When J came, there- 
Fug to a Determination 
of publiſhing the enſuing 
treatiſe, I did not in the 
leaſt heſitate to whom I 
| ſhould dedicate it. For to 
whom could I better have 
| Recourſe, as a Perſon every 
May qualified to patronize 
a Work of this Nature (if 
1 fo trifling an Eflay may be 
9 cal led ſo) than to a Gen- 
tleman whoſe Knowledge 1 IS 
| evidently ſo extenſive in the 
Science he profeſſes? 
All I ſhall further add, 
is, that I heartily wiſh You 
Length 
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nl 
Length of Days ſtill to im- 
prove the moſt noble Art 
of Healing, both for the _ 
Good of the preſent and 
ſucceeding Ages. 
I hope You will accept 
of this ſincere Mark of my 
Eſteem, and believe me to 


be really, 


81 1 
* our moſt obedient, W | 
Moſt obliged | 
Hlumble Servant, 


Haleſworth, 
Dec. 27, 1752. 


W. NoRFORD. 
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TT may, perhaps, be thought Ar- 
rogance and Preſumption in me 
(as a Country Surgeon) to attempt the 
delivering my Thoughts on a Diſeaſe, 
which has, hitherto, employ'd the 
Heads of Men of the moſt conſummate 
Learning and Experience, to inveſti- 
gate the true Cauſe and Cure of it: 


hut fo difficult is the Taſk, that not- 


withſtanding all their Endeavours, it 
ſtill remains the Opprobrium Medicorum 
& Chirurgorum. — But I hope the 
candid Reader will ſuſpend any raſh 


Judgment of me, till he hears the 
' Motives that induced me firſt to write 


a on 


"C1 
on this Diſeaſe. Several Years ago, 
(at my firſt coming into Practice) ſome 
Patients afflicted with Cancers, offer'd 
themſelves to my Care; and as this is 
ſo rebellions a Diſtemper, not, like 
ſome others, to be conquered, except 
under a Method adapted, with the 
greateſt: Propriety, to the peculiar 
Nature of it, I was particularly cau- 
tious how I treated them: As it is 


abſolutely neceſſary, in ſuch Caſes, to 
bear in Mind the ancient Adage of 


Hippocrates, viz. Oportet Medicum ten- 


| tare duo, vel prodeſſe, vel ſaltem non 


nocere. I had often obſerved, that 
Surgeons in Conſultations in cancerous 
Caſes, frequently differ'd greatly in 


their Sentiments about treating them; 


cach quoting, perhaps, his favourite 
Author in ſupport of his Opinion ; 
ſo that, ſometimes, the unhappy Pa- 
tient has had the Operation pertorm'd 
under ſuch Circumſtances, that it was 
almoſt impoſſible it ſhould ſucceed ; 
at other Times, in my humble O- 
pinion, 
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pinion, I have ſeen the Patient aban- 


doned, and left, as it were, to the 
Fury of the Diſeaſe, when, I have 
had great Reaſon to think, the O- 
peration might have been ſucceſsfully 


employ'd. 
The Conſideration of theſe Things, 


naturally led me to ſearch into the 
Authors of the greateſt Note, (that 
I was acquainted with, who had wrote 
on this Subject,) to diſcover, if 


poſſible, by a Compariſon of their 


Opinions, ſuch Rules, whereby I 
might be guided in my Practice, fo 
as not to err greatly on either Side; 
not raſhly to adviſe the Operation 


where there was no Hopes of ſuc- 
ceeding by it, or when other Means 


might have been more uſeful ; on the 
other Hand, not to leave the Patient 
to the hard Fate of the Diſeaſe, when 
there was a Proſpect of its bein 
beneficial and falutary. This Step 
was attended with much Trouble, 

N V 
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Li 
not to ſay Expence; and I was 
ſtill greatly at a Loſs how to act for 
the beſt in this terrible Diſeaſe. 
Authors, who, according to the Re- 
port of the World, were of equal 
Abilities and Authority, varied greatly 
in their Opinions, as to the Treatment 
of it, Sc. ſo that I did not well know 
whoſe Opinion moſt to rely upon. — 
However, by a ſtrict Obſervation in 
my Practice, always endeavouring care- 
fully to ſeparate the real Symptoms 
of the Diſeaſe from thoſe cauſed by 
the Medicines I had preſcribed: I 
thought, at length, I was able to 
f diſcover by what Means ſome Medi- 
ii cines were ſo prejudicial in this Di- 
* ſtemper, which Reaſon, at firſt, ſug- 
if geſted might be uſeful ; and likewiſe, , * 
»y what Means a Medicine that was 
liſagreeable in one Stage of the Diſ- 
der, might, nevertheleſs, be very 
xeneficial in another. — Theſe Re- 
narks I carefully regiſter'd, and, at 
ny leifure Hours, compared Oe 
wit 
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[ xi 
with thoſe of the moſt celebrated 


Authors. By Degrees, what with my 
own Experience, and the Knowledge 


I gain'd from repeated Peruſals of the 


beſt Books, I at length eſtabliſhed 
ſome Rules, by which, I think, we 
may be enabled to cure, with a De- 


|  gree of Certainty, ſome Stages of this 
| Diſorder, | 


Good Succeſs in Matters of Diffi- 
culty, too frequently gives us a Tinc- 
ture of Vanity ; and, I muſt confeſs, 
I was not a little pleaſed in having 


cured two or three Patients of this 


Diſeaſe. For as the peculiar Nature 
of the Diſtemper was ſuch, as ſeldom 
to be cured by mere Goodneſs of 
Conſtitution; and, as both phyſical 
and chirurgical Means were neceſſary 
to complete a Cure, I thought I could 


not be deceived in the Effects of theſe, 
more eſpecially in the latter: For, 


as Celſus has long ago obſerved, © The 
Effects of Surgery are more manifeſt 


A 3 * than 
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than the other Branches of Phyſic ; 7 
* fince in Diſeaſes, Nature or Chance 
may do much, and the ſame Me- 
dicines have ſometimes proved ſalu- 
tary, and ſpmetimes had no Effect 


at all, ſo that it is a Matter of Doubt, 


whether Health is occafioned by the 
Medicines that have been admi- 
niftred, or by the good. natural 
_ Conſtitution of the Body; but in 
Diſtempers that are cured by the 
A \i:ftance of the : Surgeon's Hand, 
it is plain from whence the ſalutary 
Eflect proceeds“. 

| | How- 


* Lib, vii, pref. * Ea non quidem Medica- 
menta atque vitius rationem omittit; ſed mann 
tamen plurimum præ tat, eſthue ejus effettus inter 
omnes medicing partes evidentiſſumus. Si quie 
dem in morbis cum multum fortuna conferat, 
eademque ſæ pe ſalutaria, ſæpe vana int ; poteſt 
dubitari, ſecunda valentudo medicinæ, an 
corporis beneficio contigerit. In his quoque, in 
quibus medicamentis maxime utimur, quamuvis 
profectus evidentior eft, tamen ſanitatem & per 
bac fruſtra quæri, & fine his reddi ſafe, 
manifeſtum eft, Sicut in oculis gquogue depre- 
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[ xv | 


However, as I was doubtful whe 
ther theſe People would remain long 
without a Relapſe, (according to the 


Opinion of moſt chirurgical Writers, ) 


I was not very haſty in communicating 
my Sentiments concerning this Diſeaſe, 
or, indeed, ſaying to any one that I 
had ever ſuch Patients: For, as 1 
had adviſed ſome of them to the 
Extirpation of the Tumors, and a 
pretty ſevere Courſe of Phyſic alter 
the Operation, I very well knew, 
that if any of them had relapſed, 
and the Method by which I had 
treated them, ſhould have come to 
the Ears of thoſe who have always 
oppoſed and cenſured me, unde- 


ſervedly, that they would not have 


hendi poteſt ; qui a medicis diu vexati, fine his 
interdum ſaneſcunt. At in ea parte, que manu 
curat, evidens eſt, omnem profectum, ut aliquid 
ab alus adjuvetur, hinc tamen plurimum tra- 


here“. Hipp. de Arte v. 
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A4 been 


* 
been wanting in artfully inſinuating 
to the World, that the Step I had 
taken with theſe People was ex- 
tremely improper, and greatly preju- 
dicial to their Healths and Conſti- 


tutions. I was very ſenſible, that 
ſuch a Courſe of Phyſic as I preſcribed 
after Extirpation, was not univerſally 
known ever. to have been order'd in 
{uch Caſes; and that, unleſs I could 
have convinced the World that I had 


known it uſeful from my own reite- 


rated Experience, it would have been 
to little Purpoſe to have brought any 
Book to my Support, tho' the Author 
was of the greateſt Authority; be- 
_ cauſe the major Part of Mankind ge- 
nerally look upon the oldeſt Man as 
the ableſt Practitioner; and that all 
the Knowledge which is to be ac- 
quired by Reading, to be of little 
Signification for the Improvement of 
Surgery, — But whether or no the 
mere Practitioner is the Perſon the 
moſt to be relied on in extraordinary 
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Caſes in Surgery, Sc. has been ſuffi⸗ 


ciently anſwered by the learned Dr. 
Friend, and other ingenious Authors. 


But to return: As my Patients have 
had the good Luck to continue well, 
ſome of them being now living Wit- 
neſſes of what I have aſſerted; I de- 
fire it to be thought, that a ſincere 
Willingneſs to inform others of a Me- 
thod of Practice 1 have had great Rea- 
ſon to be ſatisfied with myſelf, and 
what may hereafter be of Uſe to the 


young Surgeon, is the real Motive of 


the Publication of this Effay.—When 
I firſt committed my Thoughts to Pa- 
per on the enſuing Subject, it was for 
my own Uſe; but, afterwards, on my 
giving them to be read by the young 
Gentle my Apprentice, and ſome 
others, ho expreſſed ſome Satisfaction 
thereat, I had Thoughts of publiſhing 
them, thinking they might be of Ser- 

vice to thoſe of leſs Experience than 
ON > but, I believe, I ſhould not 


a 5 


| xvi 
have prevailed on myſelf to have done 
it, had I not been encouraged to it by 
one who is a good Judge in Matters of 
this Nature, and juſtly eſteemed one 
of the moſt Eminent in the Art of 
Surgery. I fay not this to gain Fa- 
vour for chat which perhaps merits 
none; or that I deſire any worthy 
Friends ſhould be anſwerable for my 
Faults: Such a Requeſt would be vain 
and ungenerous indeed. ——I expect 
to get little popular Applauſe by this 
1 Undertaking; had my Aim been at ſo 
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= uncertain a Mark, I would have choſe 
1 a Subject leſs difficult than the follow- 


ing to have wrote upon. 


I own myſelf but moderately qua- 
lified to commence an Author, and 
pretend to none of the Perfections and 
Elegancies of fine Language.—I have 


expreſſed myſelf in the moſt intelligible 


| 1 Manner I am able, having wrote my 
"my Thoughts juſt as they occurred to me, 
i . with- 
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without ſtudying for ſuch as might 
appear more pompous and learned. — 
I hope, therefore, all Faults, as to that 
Point, will be pardoned by the inge- 
nious and candid Reader; whom TI 
confeſs, I defire only to pleaſe ; for as 
to what any of the honourable Tribe 
of the Malevoli may fay againſt me, I 
am ready prepared for them ; could I 
gain their Encomiums it would not 
make me vain, neither ſhall their De- 
trations give me the leaſt Uneaſineſs. 
Men of the greateſt Abilities have not 
eſcaped Cenſure, altho' they have em- 
ployed their Talents with the utmoſt 
Induſtry for the public Good ; much 
leſs then muſt I expect to come clear 
off, unleſs my Pretenſions to no ſupe- 
rior Qualifications may let me eſ- 
cape.— It is now, and always has been 
(as the learned Dr. Mead obſerves) 
* the general Temper of Mankind to 
be exceflively laviſh of their Re- 
* proofs, but of their Commendations 

a0: ex- 
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* extremely parſimonious * Surely 
this unhappy Diſpoſition to cenſure, * 
ariſes in the Majority of Mankind, not 
ſo much from real Ill nature, as from 
a Want of Capacity; for, certainly, 
tis much eaſier to find Fault and ridi- 
cule, than commend; a very little 
Judgment will ſerve for the former, 
but for the latter, the beſt Talents are 
required to do it properly. 


Jam well ſatisfied, tis the Fear of 
thoſe Men of a narrow and ill-diſ- 
poſed Turn of Mind, that deters ſe- 
veral ingenious Surgeons from publith- 
ing their Obfervations, whoſe Multi- 
plicity of Practice will not allow them 
Time to write ſo correctly, perhaps, 
as is generally expected in thoſe Pieces 
which are to appear in Public; but, I 
have always obſerved, that the learned 


* [ta ninirum ſert Lominum natura, in alio- 
rum reprehenfionibus nimia plerumgue & prodiga, 
in laudationibus vera parca & avara. Pref. ad 


Alert, & Precep. Med. p. iv, 
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1 
and candid Readers are ever the moſt 
ready to forgive Faults of that Kind in 
well-meant Deſigns; and will, if there 
be any room for it, rather praiſe An 
depreciate the Performance. 


The ſenſible part of Mankind will 
not look upon every Country Sur geon 
as an Ignoramus; and, I hope, there 
are few ſo weak, as to think no Caſes 
can happen out of the Smoke of a 
City worth the committing to Poſteri- 
ty. 'Tis certain as great a Variety of 
Caſes falls frequently under the Coun- 
try Surgeon s Care, as can come to the 
City one's; except thoſe Gentlemen 


concerned in the public Hoſpitals : to 


whoſe Labours we are already greatly 
indebted for ſeveral uſeful Parts of 
I know no Differ- 
ence between the common practical 
City Surgeon and the Country one, 
than that the former can do his Buſi- 


[neſs in leſs Time, and with leſs Fa- 


tigue than the latter; and therefore, 
con- 
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4 xxii 
conſequently, the Citizen has more 
Time upon his Hands to communicate 
his Succeſs to the Public (if he pleaſes) 
than the Countryman has. And the 
Truth of what I have here aſſerted, I 
know by Experience; having received 
the Rudiments of my chirurgical Edu- 
cation in a large and populous City 
and under a Gentleman of the firſt 
Character in full Buſineſs —But whe- 
ther or no the City Surgeons are, in 
general, endowed with more penetrat- 
ing Genzus's than thoſe in the Country, 
is another Queſtion : and needleſs to 
be ſolved by me; fince it has been ſo 
well done by a Gentleman lately, 
his Preface to a Book intitled, Practi- 
cal Caſes and Obſervations in Surgery, 


&c. By Dale Ingram, Surgeon and 
 Man-midwite, 


By this Time the Reader may be 
deſirous of knowing what he is to find 
in the following Eſſay: I ſhall there- 
fore haſten to inform him, that I have 

en- 
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[ xx11 |] 
endeavoured, -as far as my preſent 
Practice would give me Leave, to ſet 
in as clear a Light as I could, the ſafeſt 
Method of treating cancerous Tumors; 
about which many Surgeons are at pre- 
ſent much divided in their Opinions: 
Some adviſe a Trial of reſolving them ; 


others reject ſuch. Attempts, and re- 


commend only Palliatives, looking 
upon all other Methods as unſafe or 
prejudicial ; while others call out ſole- 
ly for Extirpation, wherever the Ope- 
ration is practicable. Theſe Me- 
thods may, perhaps, have each of 
them their Uſe, under proper Reſtrie- 
tions. 


The Buſineſs of the following Eſſay 


is, to enquire at what Time each of 


theſe Methods of Cure ought to take 


place. Whether I have ſucceeded 
at all in the Attempt, the Learned are 
the beſt Judges. I muſt humbly 


_ ſubmit myſelf to their Judgment, be- 


ing willing to anſwer for my. Faults, 
and 


[ xuiv |. 
and to retract my Opinion in any Par- 
ticular, if any one will candidly tell 
me -of my Errors;. becauſe, I think, 


it is of the higheſt Importance, that 


every Point, which reſpects the Healths 
and Welfare of our Fellow-Creatures, 
ſhould be duly adjuſted, I care not 
if every Argument and Method I have 
mentioned be refuted, provided any 
other, which Reaſon and Experience 
ſhew better, be eſtabliſhed in their 
Place.——-I am not fo fond of my 
oven Opinion, or ſo weak as to endea- 
vour to impoſe it upon any one: I 


know every body will reaſon and 


jucge according to his own Notion 
of Things; and therefore the Ar gu- 
ments and Proofs which appear con- 
vincing to me in the enſuing Eſſay, 
may appear too remote and equivocal 
to others: But as I have made my 
Theory bend to a ſafe Method of 
Practice, I hope I ſhall be excuſed : I 
am content therefore to leave all the 
conjectural Part of the following Sub- 
| ject 
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8 ject upon the Foot of Inquirenda. 1 


pretend only, as Horace * ſays, to have 
performed the Office of a Whetſtone, 
Sc. and heartily wiſh to ſee this Sub- 
ject cleared up by an abler Hand; and 
that we might ſee this Diſeaſe leſs our 
Reproach than it is at preſent, both 
for the Good of our Patients, and the 
Honour of the healing Art. 


As to the Order of the following 
Eſſay, I have begun with conſidering 
and comparing the Opinions of ſeveral 
of the moſt eminent in the Art of 
Surgery, who have wrote on the Sub- 
jt; remarking, as I proceeded, ſuch 
hings, as, I thought, occaſioned the 
Succeſs or Failure of each Method of 
Cure: And theſe Remarks I have il- 
luſtrated with Caſes, either from my 
own Practice, or culled from Authors 


* 


Fungar vice cotis acutum 
Neddere que ferrum valet exſors ipſa ſecandi. 
Art. Poet. Ver. 304. 


of 


[ xxvi ] 2 
of the preateſt Note. The Caſes of ä 
my own are faithfully related; and 
taken from a Diary, which I have 
kept, of the moſt remarkable Occur- 


rences in Surgery, that have fallen un- 


der my Care, 


The Eſſay was wrote near two 


Years ago, almoſt in the Form it now 


appears. I thought then I had treated 


of ſeveral Things not taken' Notice of 


by any other Author; at leaft in none 
that I had then ſeen: But fince I find, 
on a Peruſal of the Commentaries upon 


the Apboriſins of Dr. Herman Bier- 


hanve, by Gerard Van Swreten, M. D. 
ſeveral Circumſtances agreeable to what 
I had previouſly obſerved. I have, 
therefore, ſubmitted to the Trouble to 
collect, from the laſt- mentioned Book, 
ſuch Things as I imagined would fur- 


ther illuſtrate the Method I would in- 


culcate. If it be obſerved, that I 
have, in ſome Caſes, not treated my 


Patients, in every Particular, with that 
Pro-; 


„ 
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Propriety or 00 the learned and 


more experienced might expect, I 
hope I ſhall be excuſed ; ſince I have 
taken the Reſolution, rather to expoſe 
my own Weakneſs, than to conceal 


my Miſtakes, which hereafter might 


have been a Stumbling-block to the 


young Practitioner, But, before I 
conclude, I can't help acknowledging 
myſelf greatly indebted to the inge- 
mous Authors I have quoted; and if, 
in fome Particulars, I have been obliged 
to differ from them, it is with the 


_ greateſt Diffidence of myſelf, and be- 


cauſe I can't yield an implicit Faith 


to the greateſt Authorities. 


I think from what I have ſaid, no 


one will be ſo invidious as to ſuggeſt 


that my Intentions are to inſtruct Sur- 


geons of the firſt Character; I have 


already owned myſelf greatly indebted 
to their Labours and Ingenuity; and 
previouſſy hinted that the following 

Trea- 


: 1 
* 14 


—— and 


— — - 
— : bY 
et —— AE ES 2 
— > — 
— o wa . — 


— 
— Nn 
— PE 5 3 IO 
— . — 


7 


2 — 5 Com bo ” 
. Ts, 


_ tice. 


FF. HT 
Treatiſe is deſigned for the Informa- 
tion of thoſe juſt coming into Prac- 
tice; whoſe Notions are frequently 


form d from reading two or three Au- 


thors, and thoſe, perhaps, none of the 
beſt, The enſuing Eſſay then may 
be ſaid to be a proper Direction to the 
choice Authors on the Subject; and is 
a ſummary View of their different 
Sentiments ; by the Help of which, I 
have been greatly guided in my Prac- 
I hope, therefore, it will not 
be thought altogether a uſeleſs Under- 
taking to publiſh. my Succeſs : Like a 
Traveller on his Journey, (if I may be 
allowed the Simile) who, after having 
enquired of various People the beſt 
Road to the Place whither he was 
going, and having received different 


Directions from ſome of them, he is 


at laſt guided by the Majority of their 


concurring Opinions and his own Rea- 


ſon; and on his meeting the next 
Stranger, he informs him, not only by 
| whom 


[ xxix |] 
whom he was guided, that he may 
aſk (if he pleaſes) occaſionally, but 
© likewiſe gives ſuch further Directions 
as he had found moſt uſeful to him- 
3 ſelf. 


I ſhall conclude this preliminary 
Diſcourſe, with adviſing the young 
Surgeon well to conſider the great and 
” weighty Employment he has entered 
into; and that however great his Ge- 
nius and other Accompliſhments are, 
it will' nevertheleſs require his whole 
| Study and Thoughts, to acquit him- 
ſelf as he ought in the Duties of his 
Profeſſion. For altho' Cuſtom and 
> Time have reconciled ſome Things to 
us, which, if duly contidered, are 
ſhocking to human Nature, yet the 
= Heinouſneſs of a Crime © when" it 
"© © ſpreads through Numbers, is not ſo 
© properly divided as multiplied : E- 
t * very one 1s criminal in proportion 
do the Offence which he commits, 
= 105 


c 


BR 

not to the Number of thoſe who 
are his Companions. Both the 
Crime and the Penalty lie as heavy 
upon every Individual of an offend- 
ing Multitude, as they would upon 
any ſingle Perſon, had none ſhared 
with him in the Offence,” 


F A - A A * A A 


I don't know whether this Quota- 
tion will be thought quite applicable 
to the Subject in Hand; but what 1 
mean hy it is, that the Number of 
Pretenders to the healing Art is grown 
ſo great and formidable, that Murders 
and the Loſs of Limbs which are daily 
occaſioned by theſe Impoſturee, are ſo 
far from ſhocking us, that we ſcarce 
regard them more than the natural 
Conſequences of Mortality.— A Friend 
is dead, ſay we, whom I believe might 
have lived longer if he had had proper 


Advice: But God only knows! People 
die under the Care of the moſt pru- 
dent Phyſicians and Surgeons. Thus 


the 


[ > xxxi ] 
the Perpetrators of theſe "a id Crimes, 
eſcaping the condign Puniſhments of 
this World, grow hardened in their 
Sins, and look upon them as trifling, 


becauſe the ſame is daily exerciſed by 


one or other of their numerous Sect, 
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AGE 11. I. 29. for it will agree, read it will 

re 4 

P. 473. 1. 4. for Axungiæ, read Axungia. 

P. 53. 1. 19. place a Comma after the Word 7his, 
and the Word ff. 

P. 59. 1. 7. dele the Semi · colon after the Word Time, 


and place a Colon. 


P. 85. 1. 18. dele the Semi- colon after the Word 


Cancer, and place a Comma. | 

P. go. 1. 22, 23. for before it does paſs through the 
capillary or hairy Arteries, read before it paſſes 
through the capillary Arteries. 

P. 104. I. 1. for thoſe who were, read thoſe which 
were. | 

P. 109. l. 7. dele the Semi-colon after the Word 
Pus, and place a Colon. i 

P. 112. 1. 24. dele the Semi- colon after the Word 
Intervals,” and place a Colon. 


P. 120. in Ne 1. for were not much larger, read 


were much larger. | 


655 I. 5. dele the Semi-colon after the Word 


Preparations, and place a full Stop. 
P. 146. 1. 24. after the Word Night place a full 

ſtop. | i 
P. 148 oy, 4. dele new before the Word Inſtrument. 
P. 151. 1. 10. place a Comma after the Word In- 
ſtrument, and after Cheſe/den, 1, 11. place a 
Comma after the Word Tonfils. 
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AN 


E * 5 W 


ON THE 


GENERAL METHOD 


Of treating 


CANCEROUS TUMORS. 
ERHAPS . is no Dif. 
eaſe, which the human Body 18 


| 4 
| liable to, that deſerves more 


our particular Attention than a Cancer. 
The molt ingenious, in the phyſical Art, 
have employed their utmoſt Endeavours to 
find out its Nature and Cure, but hitherto 
their Attempts have proved abortive ; and, 

I think, it is now almoſt univerſally al- 
lowed incurable, except where the Tumor 


can be entirely extirpated by chirurgical 
Operation. 


B Not- 


V 
Notwithſtanding this ſeems to be the 
general received Opinion, yet the Credit 
paid to Authors * of having cured not 
only occult, but even ulcerated Cancers 
without Extirpation, has made ſeveral Sur- 
geons Advocates for other Methods of 
Cure; fo that ſome Practitioners are ex- 
tremely cautious, (without any Regard to 
the Stage of the Diſtemper) in adviſing 
the Operation, *till all other Means have 
failed, leſt they ſhould be thought raſh. 
But, if we duly conſider every Circum- 
ſtance, as how few Caſes are reported, by 
Authors, of Cancers being cured without 
Extirpation, eſpecially ulcerated ones, and 
that the Remedies, which we are told per- 
formed theſe Wonders, having ſo often 
failed in the Hands of other Practitioners, 
(tho' applied exactly according to the 
Author's Directions) I think, we may with- 
out Scepticiſm conclude, that either the 
Authors were not ingenuous enough to 
give us the true Medicines which they em- 
ployed in theſe Cures, or, that poſſibly, 
they might miſtake ſome other Diſeaſe 25 
4 Cancer. 


% Amongſt theſe, vide Marchetti Obſer. Medico- 
Chirurg. p. 42. Alſo Turner's Surgery, vol. 1. p. 95. 
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However, as I would not, willmgly, 
depreciate the Judgment of any Man, but 
would uſe every one with the fame Can- 
dour as I ſhould like to be uſed with my- 
ſelf, I will ſuppoſe, that, even in the 
worſt of Caſes, Nature does, ſometimes, 
relieve herſelf in a Manner abſolutely 
above our Knowledge, and ſo more may 
be aſcribed to the Virtues of the Medicines 
than they deſerve ; therefore, I think, we 
may now ſay with the Latin Hippocrates *, 
viz. that no Medicine has been found out 


yet, to be certainly relied on in the Cure 


of a Cancer. Helmont r, indeed, gives us 
the Story of a certain Man who cured every 
Kind of Cancer, by ſprinkling on a Pow- 
der which gave no Pain, and that he after- 
wards healed the Part with- an incarnative 
Plaiſter,—But he adds, that this Art died 
together with the Perſon. —— Whatever 
Truth, ſays the Doctor ++, there may be 
in theſe Relations, there is no ſuch Re- 
medy at preſent known, at leaſt to the 
beſt of my Information, Wy 


Celſus, Lib. v. cap. xxviii. F. 2. 1 
＋ In Capitulo de Ideis morbofis. Num. 38. p. 437. 
From Geradi van Swietens M. D. Comment. in Herm. 
Boerhaave Aphoriſmos, Tom. 1ſt. p. 885. zd Edit. 
r Yan $ewieten. 272 
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- $2, As no Unguent, Powder, or ſuch 
like external Applications, have yet been 
proved, with any Certainty, to radically 
cure an ulcerated Cancer, I think, we may 
altogether exclude that Suppoſition, and 
reduce the Methods of Cure to the three 
following Heads, viz. Firſt—that by Re- 
ſolution : Secondly—that by Palliation : 
And, thirdly—that by Extirpation. 

Altho' the palliative Method, I think, 


hardly deſerves the Name of a Cure; be- 
cauſe *tis no more than relieving the Ur- 


gency of the Symptoms, and making the 
Patient tolerably eaſy under his Complaints, 
without removing the Cauſe : The other 
two Methods are ſaid, ſometimes, to prove 


abſolute Cures. 


is not neceſſary to my intended Pur- 
poſe, to give a regular Hiſtory of this Diſ- 
eaſc; Wiſeman, Heiſter, and ſeveral other 
eminent Writers on the Art of Surgery, 
have ſo well deſcribed it, that there 1s 
little room left on that Head, but to tran- 


ſcribe from them; which would, in ge- 


neral, be as diſagreeable to the Reader, as 

it is injudicious in the Writer. —1 ſhall, 
therefore, only take notice of ſuch Parti- 
culars as are neceſſary to illuſtrate the Me- 


thod I would inculcate, and will refer 


thoſe, 


— 142 
85 


(8-3 


thoſe, who want a farther Deſcription of 
this Diſeaſe, to the Authors I have quoted. 

Sz. Though we have had many Cures 
by Extirpation, yet the Propriety of this 
Method is diſputed by ſome Surgeons of 
the greateſt Note ; who think, the unhap- 
py Patient ought rather to be contented 
with the moſt approved palliative Method, 
when the Tumor cannot be reſolved, than 
to have the radical Cure attempted by the 
Operation. ——Their Reaſons for this Opi- 
nion are ſaid to be founded on the Obſer- 
vation, that very few of thoſe who have 
conſented to the Operation, have remained 
long without a Return of the Diſorder, 
either upon the Part where the former Tu- 
mor had been taken off, or pretty near the 
Neighbourhood of it, and ſometimes on 
other remote Parts of the Body. 

$4. The Truth of this Obſervation is 
confirmed by the Writings of both An- 
tients and Moderns,—Cel/us * ſays, * that 
* cancerous Tumors may indeed be extir- 


" Fu 


E's "Oxide ferro aduſſerunt : Jui dam ſcattellt exci- 
derunt, neque ulli unquam Medicina profuit:- & 0 
aduſta, protinus concitata ſunt, & increverunt, donec 
occiderent, Exciſa etiam poſt inductam cicatricem, 
tamen reverterunt, & cauſam mortis attulerunt. Cam 
interim plerique nullam vim adhibendo, qua tollere id 
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© pated by the Knife, and actual Cantery ; 
© for no Medicine ever was found ſervice- 
* able; but if they are cauterized, the 
* Diſorder is immediately irritated and en- 
* creaſed, till the Patient is deftroy'd.— 
© If after the Exciſion you heal the Wound, 
© nevertheleſs the Diſeaſe returns, and is 
the Occaſion of Death. Whereas in the 
mean time moſt of thoſe who uſe no vio- 
* lent Means, by which the Diſtemper is 
* endeavoured to be removed, but apply 
only lenient Medicaments, which as it 
« were ſooth and palliate the Diſorder, it is 
by that Means rendered ſupportable even 
to a good old Age” | 


$ 5. Amongſt the Moderns, the princi- 


pal Author of my Acquaintance, to our 
preſent Purpoſe, is, that ingenious and 


moſt indefatigable Profeſſor of Anatomy, 


Mr. Monro of Edinburgh ; who, after hav- 
ing given us ſeveral Hiſtories of ulcerated 
Cancers, diſcharging a bloody Lymph, 
concludes with the following Remarks.— 
* The quick Return of the cancrous Knots, 


" malum tentent ; ſed imponendo tantum lenia medica- 
* menta, que quaſi blandiantur, quo minus ad ultimam 
« {eneflutem perweniant, non prohibeantur,” Aur. Corn. 
Celſi Lib. vth. cap. xxviii. p. 317. $2. 
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after the Extirpation of the Breaſt in this 
Caſe *, calls to my Remembrance a Pro- 
blem which I have often wiſhed to have 
a Solution of, whether ought cancrous 
Tumors to be extirpated, or ought the 
palliative Method only to be followed 
when they cannot be reſolved ? ” 

$6. © The Reſolution of a Cancer I ac- 
knowledge to be very rare, but having 
ſeen two ſuch Tumors, or at leaſt what 
I judged to be ſuch, cured, I could not 


exclude the Suppoſition altogether. To 


encourage others to tell their Experience 
and Opinion, I ſhall give you mine. 

$7. Of near ſixty Cancers, which I 
have been preſent at the Extirpation of, 
only four Patients remained free of the 
Diſeaſe for two Years. Three of theſe 
lucky People had occult Cancers in the 
Breaſt, and the fourth had an ulcerated 
Cancer of the Lip. 

$8. The Diſeaſe does not return al- 
ways to the Part where the former Tu- 
mor was taken away; but more fre- 
* quently in the Neighbourhood, and 
ſometimes at a conſiderable Diſtance. 
$9. Upon a Return, the Diſeaſe in 
thoſe I ſaw was more violent, and made 


* Vide Med. Eſſays, Vol. Vth. Art. xxxii. 3d Edit. 
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« a much quicker Progreſs than it did in 
* others to whom no Operation, had been 
performed. 
$10, When an ulcerated Cancer that 
can be extirpated, is waſting the Patient 
fo faſt that it muſt bring Death in a 
ſhort Time, there ſeems little Doubt, 
that it ought to be taken away as the 
only Means of prolonging Life. 
$11. © If an occult Cancer is occaſioned 
to a young healthy Perſon by a Bruiſe or 
ſuch other external Cauſe, the Hope of 
eſcaping a Relapſe would perſuade us to 
extirpate it. 
$12. In all other cancrous Caſes, the 
earneſt Entreaty of the Patients, who have 
had the Danger of a Relapſe fairly ex- 
plained to them, and not the Surgeon's 
Perſuaſions, would make the Extirpa- 
tion be undertaken.” 
$13. Here we fee Celſus's and Mr. 
Mouro's Opinion correſpond pretty near- 
ly.—We ſhall not wonder therefore to find 
many Surgeons extremely cautious in ad- 
viſing the Operation; when two illuſtrious 
Surgeons, one antient and the other modern, 
recommend it in ſo few Caſes. 

But why the Antients ſo ſeldom happily 
ſucceeded, was in a great Meaſure owing 
to the Impropriety of their treating 8 
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„ 
Celſus * ſays, * when the Diſorder is known 


to be a Cancer, cauſtic Medicines ought 


© to be applied ; and if the Diſeaſe and its 


© Symptoms are leſſened and abated, the 


Cure may be further carried on by the 
© Knife and actual Cautery. Hence it is 
evident, that the Diſeaſe muſt be greatly 
irritated previous to the Operation : the 
bad Conſequences of which may eaſily be 
conceived by a ſkilful Practitioner. But 


others of - the Antients uſed a Method 


ſtill more prepoſterous, than that directed 


by Celſus; particularly Aetins F (in his De- 


ſcription of the Operation for a Cancer, to 
Leonidas) adviſes the cancerous Tumor to 
be inciſed above the found Part of the 
Breaſt, the Wound to be cauterized till 
an Eſchar being formed, ſuppreſſes the 
Hemorrhage ; and then Inciſion and Cau- 
terization was to be again repeated alter- 
nately till the whole of the Cancer was 


_ eradicated. —But after this Method of Am- 


putation is completed, he ſays, the Parts 
ſhould be cauterized again "till they are 


* © Ergo, ubi primum id vitium notatum e, imponi 
« debent medicamenta adurentia. Si levatur malum, 
* minuunturque ejus indicia, procedere curatio foteft & 


ad ſcalpellum, & ad uſlionem.” Lib. v. cap. 28, 


f. 318. 


4 Tetrabib, iv. Serm. iv. cap. 45, & 46. p. 981. 
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dry: The firſt Intention of Cauterizing, 
he ſays, is to ſtop the Blood, and the laſt 
is to or all the Remains of the Diſtem- 
per. But he further adds, that Schirri 
may be gr e by Inciſion only; as in 


theſe he thinks there is no great Danger of 
an Hemorrhage, and therefore no Neceſ- 
lity for the Cautery *. 

It is certain that a Cancer, - in a bad 
| Habit of Body, is now the moſt lament- 
able of all other Diſeaſes. But how ſhock- 
ing and deplorable a State muſt thoſe un- 
happy People be in, in former Days, who 
were afflicted with it, and conſented to 
come under the Surgeon's Hands ? It is 

evident, that many of the antient Phyſi- 
cians and Surgeons were Men of the great- 
eſt Parts, and indefatigable Induſtry ; and 
in ſome Particulars, perhaps, ſuperior to 
the Moderns : but in many of their chirur- 
gical Operations, they ſeem to have ated 
with little more Knowledge or Judgment 
than our modern Mountebanks, Cowteeches, 
or Farriers. 

$ 14. But ſuch cruel Methods of operat- 
ing have of late Years been juſtly exploded ; 
unleſs in ſome very extraordinary Caſes ; 
great Improvements having been made to 


Van Swigten, &c. p. 890. 
the 


(ir) 5 
the moſt ancient and noble Science of Sur 
gery, by the united Endeavours of ſome of 
the Moderns both at Home and Abroad; 
eſpecially in theſe thirty Years laſt paſt. — 
Amongſt whom we may juſtly include 
Profeſſor Monro; to whoſe Opinion I have: 
always had the greateſt Regard ; and when- 
ever I think myſelf obliged to diſſent from 
him, it is always with much Diffidence of 
myſelf: for, I am ſatisfied, my own Ex- 
perience hitherto, is not, neither would it 
have been, a ſufficient Motive for me to 
ſpeak my Thoughts ſo freely on the preſent 
Subject, as I ſhall now do, were not the 
Opinions of ſome very eminent Authors: 
on my Side. — I ſhall therefore, encouraged 
by Mr. Monro's Leave, (§ 6.) give frankly, 

my Sentiments. 

That but only four out of ſixty,. who? 
_ underwent the Operation for extirpating 
this terrible Diſeaſe, remained well more 
than two Years (S J.) every one mult allow 
is but ſmall Encouragement for a prudent: 
Surgeon to recommend the Operation, if 
we mult in general expect to meet the like” 
Succeſs. — This Point we ſhall then, with 
the utmoſt Submiſſion, enquire into, and, 


if it be found to agree with the Profeſſor's agg 


Remarks, it will 91 that his Solution 


($ 12.) of the Problem (§ 5.) is extremely 
B 6 _ juſt 
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Juſt ; and what ought to be particularly 
obſerved by every good Surgeon. 

$ 15. That the Reſolution * of a Cancer 
is Ny ſeldom, I will infer from what Mr. 
Monro ſays himſelf ; for, in his extenſive 


Practice, he obſerves but two ſuch Tumors 
which were cured by this Method ; and,. 
even concerning theſe, he ſeems doubtful 


whether they were truly cancerous. (§ 6.) 
Before we proceed, let us take a View 
of what ſome other practical Writers ſay 


concerning the Succeſs of attempting the 


Cure of cancerous Tumors by Reſolution. 
— But, firſt, it will be neceſſary to take 
Notice of ſuch Parts of the Body as are 


| moſt liable to this Diſtemper. 


C 16. The Parts the moſt ſubj ect to a 


Cancer, are, according to Mr. Cheſelden, + 


the Breaſts and Uterus in Women; the 
Tongue, Mouth, and Penis in Men, and 


the Eyes in Children; yet there is no Part 


where this Diſeaſe has not ſometimes 
axed. -- - 
$ 17. The Reaſon why a Cancer gene- 
rally fixes on theſe Parts, is, becauſe they 
are moſt glandulous; but as there are 


_ Glands interſperſed throughout the Body, 


® Vide. 41 of this Eſſay. 
+ Anatomy, «cap. i. book iii, 6th Ed. | 
no 
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no Part is therefore entirely exempt from 
it. — Beſides, the different Structure of the 
Glands, neceſſary for their different Offices, 
ſubject ſome Parts of the Body to this 
Diſeaſe more than others: For thoſe Glands. 
which have frequently ſuffered any great 
Diſtenſion by their contained Fluids, whe- 
ther natural or præternatural, are the moſt 
liable to be attack'd with the cancerous 
Poifon ; particularly the Glands of the 
Uterus, which ſwell much at the Time of 
the Menſtrua; and if theſe are unreaſonably 
ſtopp'd, Obſtructions may ariſe, which will 
bring on a Cancer. The ſame may likewiſe 
happen in the Breafts, during Lactation, 
from an unſeaſonable Stoppage * of the 
Milk, Sc. Other Glands indeed are liable 
to Wink Obſtructions formed in them, either 
by Blows or a bad State of the Juices, or 
theſe conjunctly, and ſo may become the 
Seat of this Diſeaſe : But theſe happen leſs 
frequently in the Legs, Arms, Jaws, 
Neck, &c. and I am inclined to think that 
Schirroſities in theſe Parts are very ſeldom 
of a cancerous Nature; nay, Experience 
ſhews they are not. 

$ 18. If the Cancer falls upon the Eyes, 
Uterus, Fauces, Uvula, T 1 He, Axillæ, 


* Jide F. 73, of this Eſſay. 


(14) 


and Jyguina, it ſcarcely ever admits of a: 


Cure; but if it ſeizes the Lips, Eye-lids,. 


Breaſts, or Teſticles, it is fometimes cured. 
$ 19. All the beſt Writers F agree, firſt, 
that a We is moſtly the Fore- runner of 


a Cancer, || eſpecially when ſeated in any of 


thoſe Parts mention'd in 58 16. 

That, ſccondly, ſome few of theſe Sebirrs 
terminate by Reſolution z but more fre- 
quently by that Attempt degenerate into a- 
Cancer. 

$20. We may, likewiſe, further obs» 
ſerve, firſt, that Authors“ have given us 
but few Inſtances of ſchirrous Tumors re- 
ſolved on Parts of the Body moſt ſubject 
to Cancers: — That, ſecondly, the Ma- 
jority of thoſe Tumors which have yielded 


to this Method, have been ſeated on ſuch 


Parts, and in general had ſuch Symptoms, 


as may make us juſtly doubt whether they 
were cancerous or not. 


Till then we are ſo happy, (and happy 
would it be for our Patients) as to be fur- 


+ Vide Sharp's Treatiſe on the Operations of Sur- 
gery, Sc. chap. xxvi. Alſo Wiſeman's Surgery, 
chap. of the Schirrus. Heifter on the ſame. 

| See 5 55, of this Eſſay. 

* Particularly ſee Wiſeman's 1ſt, 2d, zd, and 4th. 
Obſervations, in cap. of the Feiern, who is elteem'd 
one of the beſt Erg/ Authors. 

niſhed 
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to endeavour at reſolving a cancerous Tu- 


ther into the Merits of it; but will, firſt, 


tion; becauſe this Diſcourſe is not deſign'd 


both from Reaſon and Experience, to de- 


(15) 
niſhed with ſome Remedy, on which we 
can rely more than any we are acquainted 
with- at preſent, it will remain a Matter of 
Diſpute with me, whether we ever ought 


mor, even when it is ſeated on a Part where 
the Operation is practicable.— My Reaſon 
for this Opinion will prefently appear. — 
But before we ſay any thing in Favour of 
the Operation, we ought previouſly to. 
prove it is ſafe, and may be attended with 
Succeſs, — We ſhall preſently examine fur- 


ſay ſomething more in regard to Reſolu- 


to favour one Side more than another, but 
as each Method of Practice ſhall be found, 


ſerve the Preference. 
$ 21. Tis certainly the Duty of the 
Surgeon (and, indeed, common Humani 
prompts us to uſe our utmoſt Endeavours) 
to preſerve every Part or Member of the 
Body ; and he that is able to perform the 
moſt Cures without Amputation, merits 
much greater Praiſe than the beſt operating 
Surgeon that ever liv'd, who, as Mr, 
Freke f obſerves, is only able to boaſt of 


+ Eſſay of the Art of Healing, Sc. p. 178. 
the 


| 0-007 
the Numbers he has taken off But if 
any particular Diſeaſe is of ſo violent and 
ſtubborn a Nature, that nothing but the 
Extirpation of the morbid Part is found, 


once in a hundred Times, to prove a Cure, 


nay, that even the Neglect of the Ope- 
ration has frequently been fatal to the Pa- 
tient, no one, in ſuch Caſes, can heſitate 
which Method he ought to take, becauſe 
of two Evils, Reaſon always bids us chooſe 
the leaſt. I don't ſay this as an Inſinuative, 


to prepoſſeſs the Reader in Favour of the 
Operation; I ſhall fairly, (as far as I am 


capable) examine, as I before ſaid, how far 


it may be uſeful, and then leave him to . 


judge as he thinks proper of it. 
$ 22. To return therefore to our Propo- 


ſition : Let us conſider when we may with 
any Degree of Probability, entertain Hopes. 


of ſucceeding by Reſolution. To ſpeed in 


this Attempt, it will be, firſt, neceſſary to 


diligently enquire into the Nature or Cauſe: 
of this Diſeaſe, as far as we are able, by 
which Means we may perhaps be the better 
directed, not only to. the moſt eligible 
Time of ſetting about the Intention of Re- 
ſolution, but likewiſe to the Choice of ſuch 
Medicines as may beſt anſwer that Pur- 
pole. 
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$ 23. Meſſieurs | Du Fouart, and Faget, 


in the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of 


Surgery at Paris, have, by ſeveral curious 
Experiments, diſcovered, that cancerous 
Tumors are formed of ſtagnant, inſpiſſated, 
Iymphatic, and gelatinous Juices; which, 
by a putrid Diſſolution, are thought to be 
converted into a malignant and corroſive 
Sanies, that ſoon ulcerates the Fleſh, Sc. 
$24. By the Help of this Diſcovery, 


and ſome further Experiments on the Con- 


tents of theſe Tumors, they were in Hopes 
of having light on ſome more efficacious 
Remedies, than have hitherto been found 


out for reſolving them. — But their Suc- 


ceſs was not anſwerable to their Wiſhes : 
And although, I think, Mr. Faget carried 
on his Tryals with greater Juſtneſs than 
the other, yet his Experiments have fur- 
niſhed us with no Medicines that can be 
rely'd on for that Intention. — He ob- 


ſerves, That little Dependence is to be had 


on attenuating and inciding Medicines, and 
that we are reduc'd to the Neceſſity of 
uſing ſimple Emollients and Reſolvents. 
$25. We may, indeed, as he re- 
* marks, look on Emollients as true at- 


1 Vide Memoir iv. and Memoir xxii. 
* Page 577. | 
tenuating 
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no Effect, fo that it is not properly 


(18) 
tenuating Remedies : But this does not 
hold good in reſpect to Reſolvents, which 
do not operate, except in ſo far as they 
Excite the Action of the Veſſels, in ſo far 
as, after this Action is excited, the Veſ- 
fels divide the ſtagnant Juices; and, 
laſtly, in ſo far as the active Parts of the 
Remedies, which have excited the Ac- 
tion of the Veſſels, are in their Turn agi- 
tated by the Veſſels, and, by means of 
this Agitation, forced to penetrate and 


divide the -Humours. — Beſides, this laſt 


Effect is difficultly proved, except per- 


haps in the Metallic Remedies, whoſe 


Parts have a Bulk and Weight ſufficient 
to receive a Motion, by which they may 
penetrate into, and act upon the Sub» 
ſtances of the Humours, 


| $26. © Mercury itſelf, which is look'd 


upon as the moſt powerful of all At- 
tenuants, whether taken internally or ap- 
plied externally, can only operate in this 
Manner by the Interpoſition of the Ac- 
tion of the Veſſels. If this Action is en- 
tirely extinguiſhed, Mercury produces 


ſpeaking an Attenuant, but a Reſolvent, 


which only operates on the Humours by 
the Action of the Veſlels.” 


§ 27. 


"a 
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& 277, Hence we learn the proper Time 


to attempt the Reſolution of a cancerous 
Tumor: © For Emollients as well as Re- 


ſolvents, are only proper in the Begin- 
nings of indurated Tumors, which may 
become carcinomatous, eſpecially thoſe 
occaſioned by any Blow; for when the 
organic Force of the Solids is deſtroy'd, 
the Humours which are moiſtened and 
ſoften'd by emollient Remedies, are eaſily 


depraved in the Place where they are 


lodg'd ; becaufe, not being moved and 
ſent back into the Courſe of the Circula- 
tion, by the Action of the Solids, they 
muſt in this Caſe be much ſooner cor- 
rupted, than when they are leſs moiſt 
and fluid.“ Hence allo, we learn to ac- 


count for the Truth of this Obſervation by 
ancient Authors, particularly Galen has ob- 
ſerved, that cancerous Tumors are often ex- 
aſperated by Emollients, 


4 
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$28. © It would, in this Caſe, be in vain 
by Refolvents, to attempt the Removal 
of the Juices moiftened and attenuated by 
means of Emollients ; becauſe, the former 
of theſe Remedies, operating entirely by 
the organic Action of the Solids, can 
produce no Effect when that Action is 
extinguiſhed. — Thus, . when carcinomas:- 
tous Tumors are arrived at a certain State 

© it 


( 20 ) 

t it is evident they cannot be cured by 
« Medicines, but muſt be deſtroy'd by 
* Extirpation. * 

$ 29. We find M. Faget has given us 
but little Encouragement to hope tor many 
| Cures by Reſolution ; and 'tis evident by 
§ 27, 28, that the greateſt Caution ought 
to be uſed, leſt we encreaſe the Diſeaſe by 
the moſt fimple Emollients; and alſo, that 
if we do attempt the Cure of recent can- 
cerous Tumors by Reſolvents, we muſt 
rather hope for Succeſs in thoſe proceeding 
from external Accidents, as Blows, c. 
than when they are occaſioned from an 
internal Cauſe. — It appears too by F 19. 
that it is very dangerous, in many Caſes, 
to attempt the Cure of ſchirrous or can- 
cerous Tumors by Reſolution, becauſe 
even the moſt cautious and ſeemingly 
prudent Applications for that Intent, have, 
frequently, been found to occaſion the 
Schirrus terminating in an ulcerated Cancer. 
— This Obſervation was certainly made 
long ago, by that illuſtrious old Man, 
the Greek Hippocrates, which gave Riſe to 


* See what he further ſays on the Uſe of ſul- 
phureous Waters for the Reſolution of theſe Tumors. 
wid. p. 578. Engl, Ea. | 

that 


( 21 ) 
that memorable Aphoriſm, , viz. It is 
better for thoſe who have occult Cancers 
* ariſe, not to attempt the curing them; 
for by that Means they are ſooner de- 
* ſtroy'd ; whereas if they are not meddled 
with, ſuch Patients may live a long 
Time.“ 

Hence we learn the Danger: of truſting 
to the Unſkilful in the Cure of Diſeaſes 
for, ſometimes, the moſt ſimple Remedy, 
in the Hands of the Ignorant, becomes like 
a Sword in a Mad-man's Hand. The 
Empiric, indeed, ſurprized at finding his 
Patient immediately grow worſe, by the 
Uſe of ſuch Applications as he cannot con- 
ceive ſhould be any Way injurious, ſhelters 
himſelf under the Confeſſion of having uſed 
only ſuch Simples, as every one on knows 
ing them (not ſkilled in the Cure of 
Diſeaſes) muſt think quite innocent, and 
ſo the deluded Perſon charges that on the 
Badneſs of his Conſtitution, which ought 
in Juſtice to be laid on the Impoſture. — 
An Inſtance of this I once knew ; and ſhall 
relate it in the following Caſe. 


+ Puibus occulti cancri oriuntur, illos non curare 
præſtat: curati enim citius pereunt, non curati vero 
wultum tempus * 


OB- 


(22) 
OBSERVATION I. 
An elderly Woman who had been af- 
fAlifted with a Schirrus in her left Breaſt, for 
fveral Years, at length applied for Relief 
to a Pretender in Surgery, who ignorantly 
ordered an emollient Fomentation and Ca- 
taplaſm to the grieved Part for ſome time : 
Afterwards the Tumor enlarging and 
growing extremely painful, a regular Sur- 
geon was adviſed with; who wiſely en- 
deavoured to ſuppreſs its Growth, and 
reſtrain the Inflammation of the whole 
Breaſt; at the ſame Time informing her, 
that thoſe bad Symptoms were brought on 
by the imprudent Application of her P/eudo- 
Chirargus : — He hearing that his Reme- 
dies had been found Fault with, in the 
Surgeon's Abſence, went to his late Patient, 
and told her every particular Ingredient he 
had made Uſe of; at the ſame Time art- 
fully inſinuating, that to find Fault in ſuch 
Caſes was a Thing of Courſe, and that ſhe 
was very ſenſible ſuch ſimple Applications 
could not produce thoſe bad Effetts —— 
She in a great Meaſure believed him, and 
thought his Reaſoning was juſt; and, I 
really think, to the Jaſt ſhe never imagined 


that what he had done for her was pre- 
judicial ; 


(23) 

judicial; eſpecially as ſhe did not find that 
Benefit ſhe expected under the Care of a 
good Surgeon, viz. to have been cured, 
— About two Years before her Death the 
Cancer ulcerated, and was palliated under 
my Care in the laſt twelve Months of her 
Life. When ſhe became my Patient, there 
was a very large and ſordid Ulcer, the 
whole Breaſt being almoſt eat away, two 
of the Ribs carious, and ſeveral large and 
painful ſchirrous Knots in the Axilla; yet 
ſhe was otherwiſe tolerably healthful, had 
a pretty good Appetite, but was always 

irregular and injudicious in the Election 
ef her Diet. — About fourteen Weeks be- 
fore ſhe died, the Cancer became ſuddenly 
more than ordinarily putrid and offenſive ; 
on which Account I applied ſome Ag. Pha- - 
gedænica, which, (being ill prepared with 
_ Ag. Calcis, ) gave her great Pain : The 

Night after its Application ſhe grew fe- 
8 was thirſty, between Times deli- 
rious, had a quick, but riot very ſtrong 
Pulſe, Sub, ultus Tendinum, and three bloody 
Stools. — Alarmed at theſe Symptoms, the 
next Morning the Phagedznic Dreſſings 
were in mediately exchanged for thoſe which 
had been uſed all along, viz. Pledgets of 
ſolt Lint dipped in warm Ag. Cal. cum Lap. 
Medica ment. and ſecured from coming off 


by 
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by a Plaiſter of a ſoft ſaturnine Cerate, 


ſpread on Cloth, and cut full of Holes for 


the ready Emiſſion of the purulent Sanies. 
—] bled her, and preſcribed Emulſions 
with Sperm. Cæti, oily Mixtures, and ſuch 


other Things as are allowed to ſheath and 


obtund Acrimony. — In a few Days ſhe 
recover'd from this Diſorder; but the 
Lips of the Cancer, were thicker, inflamed, 
and more turgid than uſual : the Knots in 
the Axilla were likewiſe enlarged ; and the 
whole of the Ulcer rather more painful 
than common. — Bleeding was repeated, 
and ſome gentle Purgatives adminiſter'd at 
proper Intervals : the Lips of the Ulcer 
were likewiſe dreſs'd twice a-day with the 
en Liniment. 


n BR Flor. laf. vaccin. rec. 3 ij. Succi ſedi 


major. colati recent. enpreſſi Zi. Mercur. 
 dulcis precipitati, Plumb. nig. ſub. pulver. 
aa Dy. M. F. Liniment. 


| 2 What I call Mercurius dulcis præcipitatus, 


is prepared in this Manner. Take of ſtrong 
Ag. Calcis one Pound; of Mercur. dulcis 
well levigated, half an Ounce; mix, and 
let them ſtand together a Day or two till 


the Mercury is precipitated in a very black 


Powder at the Bottom of the Glaſs; then 
ſe- 


(a8) -” 
ſeparate it from the Water, by filtering the 
latter per chartam: The remaining Powder 
in the Paper is to be dry'd, and kept in a 
Vial cloſe ſtopp'd for Uſe. Pledgets of 
Lint were dipp'd in the foreſaid Liniment, 
and applied as before-mention'd ; the re- 
maining Part of the Ulcer being dreſs'd as 


uſual. — In three Weeks Time this Appli- 


cation had ſo good an Effect, that the 
Sanies was leſs fetid, the Lips of the Ulcer 
daily grew thinner, and had a better Aſ- 
pect; the Pains likewiſe abated ; but the 
ſchirrous Tumors in the Arm-pit encreaſed 
in Size, and by their Preſſure on the axil- 


lary Veſſels, the Arm on that Side became 


univerſally ſwelled, to the Extremities of 
the Fingers, and at length was render'd 
quite uſeleſs. Thus ſhe continued the re- 


maining few Weeks of her Life, and at 


laſt died in the Night, in a Sort of a Con- 
vulſion Fit; having the Evening before 
eat a hearty Supper of Sauſages boil'd in 
_ Milk-Broth. BY | 
NM. B. No more of the preceding Lini- 
ment ought to be made at once, than may 
{ſerve one Day in the Summer; but in the 
Winter, it will keep good two or three 
Days. — The Cream ought to be thick and 


new. — The Juice of the Sedum Majus may 


be expreſſed over Night, and by the Morn- 
C ing 
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(26) 
ing the Feces will be ſubſided, ſo that you 
may decant the clear off for Uſe. 

I find, ſince 1 had the foregoing Caſe, 
that the bad Effects of an ill prepared 
Fr e has been obſerved by 
Profeſſor Monro; * and therefore his Caution 
concerning it, may be very ſeaſonably put 
here. — This I mention to have an Op- 


; « portunity of warning the younger Sur- 


© geons not to make Uſe of that Medicine, 


| © unleſs when the Lime-water is ſtrong 


enough to make the Solution of the cor- 


© rofive ſublimate Mercury to turn turbid, 


and to precipitate in Form of a very fine 
red Powder; for if the Lime-Water is 
« effete, and remains clear after the Sub- 
limate is mixed with it, inſtead of a very 
mild Medicine, they are to expect all the 
Effects of unaltered corroſive Mercury. 
Having gone thus far, and proved from 


the preceding Theory, that no Dependence 


is to be had on the reſolving Method, but 
at the Beginning of the Diſeaſe, we will 
therefore paſs by that for the preſent, and 
next endeavour to ſee what Extirpation 
will do for us; that in Cafe Reſolution 


cannot be effected, we may know how to 


proceed, whether to recommend the Ope- 
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ration, or only adviſe the palliative 

Method. 
$ 20. We have obſerved in $ 13, chat 
cala Opinion and Monro's agree in reſpect 
to the Diſeaſe being very apt to return after 
the Operation: We may likewiſe further 
take Notice, that moſt of the intermediate 
Authors, who have writ on this Subject, 
ſay juſt the ſame Thing: They all Hor 
that the Extirpation of the Tumor is the 
principal Means to be depended upon; 
but this often fails, and then the intended 
Remedy proves worſe than the Diſtemper. 
— But I muſt obſerve, that many of thoſe 
Authors I am acquainted with, (except a 
few ſince Cel/us's Time) have, in ſeveral 
Inſtances, rather been guided in their 
Writings by the Authorities of their Pre- 
deceſſors, than by their own Experience; 
and when they perform'd the Operation, it 
was frequently in ſuch Stages of rhe Diſeaſe, 
and under ſuch Circumſtances, that there 
was ſcarce any Hopes of a radical Cure, — 
Others, who have thought themſelves wiſer 
than their Fore- fathers, and to have bene- 
fitted by their Errors, imagined, that if 
the Tumor was extirpated at its very firſt 
Appearance, before it had, as they thought, 
infected the Maſs of Blood, they might 
obtain good Succeſs ; but Experience has 
2 taught 
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taught them, that this is not always the 


moſt proper Time for Extirpation; for that 


notwithſtanding the Operation has been 
_ early perform'd, and the Part healed, yet 


the Diſeaſe has ſoon after return'd *; 916 


times the Wound has proved cancerous ; 


in both which Caſes, the Patient has been 
carried off with the utmoſt Rapidity. + 
Mr. Monro indeed, (equally qualified for 
the Science he profeſſes) muſt be excluded 
the Number of thoſe guided by Authority; 
what he tells us, is from his own Know- 
ledge and Experience ; he has ingenuouſly 


(like a good and honeſt Man) given us 


both his good and bad Succeſs ; therefore, 
what he has faid, appears the greateſt Bar 


to the Operation. — But, with Submiſſion, 


we will enquire into ſome Circumſtances, 
which, it is highly probable, attended moſt 
of thoſe unhappy Patients. 

$ 31. He has told us, (§ 7.) that three 


of a lucky People, who recover'd out of 


the ſixty, had occult Cancers in the Breaſt, 


and the fourth had an ulcerated Cancer of 


the Lip. — I wiſh Mr. Monro had favour'd 
us with an Account of the Condition of 
the fifty-ſix Patients who miſcarried in their 


* Vide & 37. of this Eflay. 
+ Sharp's Critical Enquiry, &c. p. 104. 
| Cure. 
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Cure, — It would have been no ſmall Sa- 

tisfaction to have known what Regimen 

they obſerved after the Operation; whether 
the Majority of them had occult or ulce- 
rated Cancers; where the Diſeaſe was ſeated 
in each, and how Jong it was after the Be- 

ginning of their Diſorders, before they ap- 
plied for Help. — 'Tis reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe, that many of theſe unfortunate People 
had not the good Luck of falling under 

Mr. Monro's Care at the Beginning of their 

Complaints, or, perhaps, under any ju- 
dicious Surgeon's Inſpection. — Perhaps 
the Mal-treatment they might meet with 

from Ignorant Practitioners, or their long 

Neglect in not applying for proper Aſ- 

ſiſtance at the Beginning of the Diſeaſe, 

or 'till it was very far advanced, (as is fre- 
quently the Caſe) might render the Ma- 
jority of them ſuch Subjects, as (Mr. 

Monro thinks 5 10.) the Operation ought 

to take Place in, as the only Means of pro- 

longing Life, without Hopes of a laſting 

Cure. 

9032. What! have ſaid in the preceding 
Section, may perhaps be called begging 
the Queſtion, and therefore, it may be 

thought, as we are not certain of the Truth 

of thoſe Suppoſitions, the Arguments 
which may be deduced from them ought 


C2 not 
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not to be concluſive? To this I muſt: an- 


ſwer, that there was a great deal of Reaſon 
to ſuggeſt what we have faid ; and the 
Truth of this will appear in the following 
Caſe, as related by Mr. Monro himſelf: 

We ſhall there ſee, that Peoples Obſtinacy, 
under the beſt of Care, is frequently the 


Occaſion of their not doing well. 


OBSERVATION Il. 


A Woman who had born ſeveral Chil- 
dren, being again with Child in 1733. 
« the 3 37th of her Age, obſerved the Nip- 
ple of her right Breaſt drawn inwards, 
* ſo that, when ſhe was brought to Bed, 
* the Child could not catch hold of it to 
© fuck it. — When the Child was a Year 
* old, the Mother was ſuddenly frighted 
* when her Menſes were upon her; which 
* put them away, and fhe never after had 
any Return of them. 
In March 1739 ſhe retovered from a 

dangerous Fever, ſoon after which ſhe 
was expoſed to Cold, and was violently 
in Wrath, Fear and Grief, receiving at 
© the ſame Time a Bruiſe on her right 
« Breaſt. This Shock confined her to her 
Bed three Months, and ſoon after it ſhe 
S ata a {mall painful red Tumor is 

* the 
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© the inferior exterior Part of the right 
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Breaſt, which ſhe neglected. 


© In the End of Fuly 1940, when | aw 


her firſt, the right Breaſt was very large 
and hard, with ſuch ſharp Pain that ſhe 
ſlept none ; the Veins of the Skin were 


varicous, and the Nipple was ſhrunk 


out of Sight. I however felt a Fluctua- 
tion in it, and Judged it to be ſuch a 
Caſe as the preceding. * 

Next Day Fuly 31, I made a young 
Gentleman, my Pupil, put a ſmall Lancer 
in the inferior anterior Part, where ie 
was thinneſt and moſt prominent. He 
let out eight Ounces of a bloody Lymph, 
without Smell, but ſalt, when. taſted 
which, held in a Spoon over a Candle, 
coagulated. A very ſhort Tent was put 
into the Orifice, ſecured from going inta 


the Cavity by a Thread, and hindered to 


come out by adheſive Plaiſter. She llepe 
better that Night, having leſs Pain. 
* Auguſt 1. Four Ounces of the ſame 
Sort of Lymph ran out, the Tumor was 
leſs, the Skin was of a natural Colour, 
and the Veins were contracted. A little 


*. It was ſuch a Caſe, which ſee in the Medical 
Eſſays, Vol. V. p. 340. 3d Ed. 
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© Lime-Water and Melroſe, were injected 
< tepid into the Cavity of the Ulcer. 
© Zuguſt 3. Two Ounces and a half of 
Liquor ran out of the Sore : This Liquor 
was. more of a purple Colour, and leſs 
ſalt to the Taſte. It was dreſſed as for- 
merly. — 4th. The Tumor felt as if di- 
vided in the Middle, and as if it were 
falling to Pieces; her Appetite was better, 
the Pain leſs, an Ounce of Liquor ran 
out; the Dreſſings the ſame. — ;th. She 
underwent what the Women call a Weed, 
which reſembles the Paroxyſm of an 
Ague. This Day the Liquor evacuated 
at the Sore, was in greater Quantity, 
thinner, darker coloured, more fetid, 
and, when held in a Spoon over a Candle, 
did not coagulate. — By drinking plenti- 
fully of thin warm Liquor, ſhe had. a 
profuſe Sweat, which carried off the 
Weed. — 6th. The Tumor was harder, 
the Pain greater, the Liquor fetid; a 
little Drge//iive was added to the In- 
jection. . 
Two Months, Attempts were made to 
melt down the Hardneſs; but ſo unſuc- 
ceſstully, that it increaſed, became more 
painful, and waſted her: Yet ſhe abſo- 
jutely all the while refuſed to let it be cut 
off. Her left Breaſt, then inflamed, was 
ſoon 
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foes brought to Suppuration by proper 
Applications, and cured in a few Days. 
Soon after, five ſmall Tubercles were 
obſerved in the right Arm-pit z which 
diſappeared in a few Days, upon a fun- 
gous Excreſcence thruſting out at the 
Orifice in the Breaſt of the ſame Side, | 


and ſome long tough Subſtances coming 


out with the Matter. 

Some Days after, a ſoft equal Tumor, 
about the Size of a large Nutmeg, with- 
out Pain or Diſcolouring, ſtarted up at 
the interior Side of the affected Breaft, 
the Fungus in the Orifice having retired 
at the ſame Time, and the Lips retorting, 
with all the very bad Symptoms of an 
ulcerated Cancer ; which in a ſhort Time 
made her ſo miſerable, that ſhe was con- 


tent to ſubmit to the Amputation of the 


Breaſt ;* which was done ſucceſsfully by 
the ame young Gentleman, who, under 
my Directions, had taken care of her 


from the Beginning. 


Some Months after the Wound was 
firmly cicatriced, and ſhe ſtrong and 
well, ſome Knots began to appear in the 
Arm- pit, and at the Edge of the pec- 
toral Muſcle : She was ſrighted for more 
cutting, and let them increaſe and ſpread, 


* till now ſhe ſeems to be in a Way of 


C's © ſut- 


e 
+ ſuffering all the Miſeries of a Cancer chat 
cannot be taken away. 

This is the Caſe referr'd to in Page the 
eighth of this Eſſay, and from _ Mr. 
Monro made thoſe Remarks, $ 3, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 10, II, 12: 

We muſt obſerve that her Obſtinacy (in 
not ſubmitting to the Operation when Mr, 
Monro would have had her,) at length ren- 
dered her an improper Subject for Ampu- 
tation, unlefs for the Reaſons aſſign'd in 
$ 10. — The cancerous Poiſon had infected 
the axillary Glands before the Operation 
was perform'd is very evident; for five 
ſmall Tubercles aroſe in the right Arm: pit, 
which diſappeared in a few Days; and it 
was ſometime after their Diſappearance, that 
the Breaſt was amputated; had theſe Tu- 
bercles continued in Sight *till the Time 
ol the Operation, in all Probability they 
would have been extirpated, if poſſible, 
with the Breaſt ; by which Means ſhe NOT 
have obtained a radical Cure. 

$ 33- The Operation not happily ſuc- 
ceeding in ſuch Cafes as that was, is, in 
my humble Opinion, no Diſcouragement 
to undertake it in Caſes * where we my 


* Vide 5 35. of this nor, 
| be 
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be pretty certain of extirpating all the 
diſeaſed Parts. 

As Mr. Monro ſeem'd to draw his Re- 
marks, in a great Meaſure, from the pre- 
ceding Obſervation, is it not reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe that many of the other unhappy 
Patients were in ſimilar Circumſtances, pre- 
vious fo the Operation ? | 

But I beg this Criticiſm, may not be 
looked upon as a Reflection on this worthy 
Gentleman, of whoſe Abilities I am ex- 

tremely well ſatisfied ; and, as I before ob- 
ſerved & 14, I am always in doubt of my 
own Judgment when it happens to be con- 
trary to ſuch great Men's : But, notwith- 
ſtanding, this ſhould not encourage an 
over-{crupulous Submiſſion, or ſuch a cri- 
minal Modeſty, as might hinder a proper 
Search into the Truth of ſuch Circum- 
ſtances, aß might be prejudicial to Man- 
kind: Certainly no Improvement gan be 
made, in any Art or Science, where a ra- 
tional Liberty of Enquiry is deny'd. —— 
Indeed, I have much leſs to fear from Mr, 
Monro himſelf (ſhould this Eſſay ever be 
honoured by his Peruſal) than from thoſe 
who eſpouſe his Opinion in every Particular 
ſo rigidly, that they look upon it as the 
higheſt Degree of Preſumption, in any one 
of. an inferior Character, to ſay os do: any 
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| thing contrary to his Advice: But I am 


likewiſe leſs ſollicitous about what ſuch 


People may ſay; as I am confident Mr. 


Monro's good Senſe, Generoſity, and 
thorough Acquaintance with human Na- 
ture, will very readily diſpoſe him to par- 
don me, for any Liberty I have here taken 
with his Opinion. That all Arts and Sct- 
ences owe their preſent State of Perfection 


to the united Endeavours of many eminent 


Men, both ancient and modern, I preſume, 
will be readily granted me; therefore we 


muſt not yield an implicit Faith to any 


ſingle Opinion, tho? of the greateſt Au- 
thority. — One ingenious Man finds out 
one Thing, and another another; ſo that 


by conſulting them all, we gradually light 
on ſuch a Degree of Perfection, as could 
not be obtained without this Procedure. — 


To treat therefore the Diſeaſeg properly, 


which is the Subject of the preſent Diſcourſe, 
it is neceſſary, I humbly conceive, to call 


to our Affiſtance the Opinions of Men of 
known extenſive Practice, Sagacity, and 
Experience; ſuch as Monro, Cheſelden, 
Freke, Sharp, &c. whole great Candour and 
Regard for Poſterity, would not ſuffer them 
to publiſh and recommend to the World, 
a Method of Practice they had not the 
greateſt Reaſon to believe the molt fate 


and 
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and effectual in curing the ſeveral Diſeaſes 
which they reſpectively have treated of. 

$ 34. We have already partly examined 
Mr. Monro's Opinion, which intimates, 
that we never ought to adviſe the Extirpa- 
tion of a Cancer, but under the Reſtrictions 
in F 10, 11, 12. — This Gentleman's Cau- 
tion * to Practitioners to be upon their 
Guard in treating Diſeaſes in the Breaſts, 
left they miſtake a ſchirrous or cancerous 
Tumor attended with a Collection of bloody 
Lymph for ſome other Diſorder, is ſo ne- 
ceſſary to be obſerved, that every one who 
calls himſelf a Surgeon, ought to bluſh ar 
not being duly acquainted with it: But 
then again, his Concluſion ( 12.) con- 
cerning adviſing the Operation, is too li- 
mited, and is enough to deter the Gene- 
wlity of Surgeons from an; Undertaking, 
which, with Submiſſion, I would be willing 
to make appear, might be the Means of 
ſaving the Lives of many. — Tis certain, 
and what every ſkilful Surgeon muſt allow, 
that the Succeſs of the Operation is pre- 
carious; but yet, I ſhould hope, that if 
the Extirpation of the Cancer was attempted 
beiore it had gained too much Ground, 
and the Continuance of fuch a Diet, Re- 


ide Med. Eſſays, Fel. v. p. 337. 3d Ed. 
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639) 
gimen, Cc. be duly obſerved, as we mall 


preſently inſiſt upon after it, we might in 
many Caſes meet with good Succeſs, and 


that the Majority of thoſe, who would ſub- 
mit to the Operation, might obtain a ra- 
1 Cure. 

From what has been ſaid it will be eaſy 


to perceive, that I would evince the Ne- 


ceſſity of the Patients applying early in 
cancerous Caſes, if they expect to find any 


laſting Benefit by the Surgeon's Skill. — 


Tis therefore abſolutely neceſſary that Sur- 
geons ſhould be agreed about the Me- 


thods, which Experience has taught, moſt 


proper to treat this obſtinate Diſeaſe in its 
ſeveral Stages. For, although in other 
Diſorders (about which they differ in their 
Opinions, as to Method of Treatment, c.) 
we find Perſons apparently of ſimilar Con- 
ſtitutions, afflicted with ſimilar Diſeaſes, 
recover under different Methods of Cure; 
yet, I fear, it will not happen ſo to thoſe 
unhappy People afflicted with Cancers ; 
and, I am well fatisfied, they will often- 


times ſuffer greatly, if treated the leaſt im- 
methodically. — In common, or leſs ſtub- 


born Diſeaſes, a happy Cure does not al- 
ways argue the Propriety of the Treatment; 
and a diligent Enquiry would oftentimes 
intorm us, "that we were more obliged to 

the 


(39) 
the Goodneſs of Nature, for the ſucceſsful 
Event, than to the judicious Application of 
the Remedies. But to return. 
8 35. The general Rules laid down by 
the  beft Surgeons, for undertaking the 
Extirpation of cancerous Breaſts, are, when 
the Tumor is moveable, or does not adhere 
to the Ribs ; and when there are no diſeaſed 
Glands in the Axillæ; or, at leaſt, none 
which lay ſo deep but that they may be 
ſafely taken out, without wounding the 
larger Blood-Veſſels. The fame Rule holds 
good when the Cancer is ſeated in the Lips, 
Eye-lids, Sc. — for, if you cannot extir- 
pate every Part of the Tumor, there is no 
flattering yourſelf, or Patient, with the 
Hopes of a ſound Cure. 
$ 36. If it is adviſeable to nde the 
Operation to lengthen a Patient's Days, 
when the Diſeaſe is at its greateſt Malig- 
| nity, (F 10.) would it not be more ad- 
viſeable to recommend it whilſt the Diſ- 
order is occult, if the Patient is otherwiſe 
of a good Habit of Body, and alſo agree- 
able to the Rules in the preceding Section? 
$ 37. This Advice indeed, ſay ſome, 
appears the moſt reaſonable, but Experience 
has ſhewn, that if you have the Oppor- 
tunity of an early Extirpation of the Tu- 
mor, Jour Patient will gain but a ſmall 
Truce, 
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Truce, before the Diſeaſe will return with 
more Violence than at firſt, by & 30. — 
And from what Mr. Monro has {aid in $ 9. 
it appears, at preſent, that his Opinion 
ought rather to be followed, $ 12. — This 
indeed muſt be granted,. if no Method can 
be proved ſufficient to prevent a Relapſe 
after the Operation; and to eradicate, with 
ſome Cert ainty, the Cauſe of the Complaint. 
— But that ſome Remedies may be em- 
ploy'd, which will many Times prevent a 
Relapſe, I ſhall endeavour to prove; not 
from reaſoning a priori, but from ſome Ob- 
ſervations of Mr. Cheſelden, and others; 
to which I may add my own; and theſe all 
founded on Experience. 
$ 38. He ſays, © It is a Matter of 
« Diſpute among ſome Surgeons, whether 
* cancerous Tumors ſhould ever be extir- 
© pated or not, though it is certain none of 
* theſe ever were cured without, and being 
« extirpated there have been many. — The 
'* Objection againſt Extirpation is this, 
That the Operation often provokes the 
Part which otherwiſe might lye quiet: 
But I do not think this is true; in deſ- 
« perate Caſes where we cannot extirpate, 
* we find the beſt Remedy is plentiful 
N ic his 13 Book ili. Chap. i. 6th Ed. 
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Bleeding (which alſo is Nature's laſt Re- 
ſort) gentle conſtant Evacuations by Stool, 
and a vegetable Diet, and tho? Phyſic 
never cures while the Tumor remains, 
yet after Extirpation it is highly uſeful, 
and even the worlt of Conſtitutions have 
ſometimes been brought to their primi- 
tive State.” ] 
| To illuftrate this Doctrine he has given 


us the following Cale. 


OBSERVATION III. 


An eminent Surgeon in this City hav- 
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ing a Patient with a cancerated Breaſt, 
extremely large, and ſo much ulcerated 
that the Stench of it was inſupportable; 
ſhe inſiſted upon the Extirpation againſt 
all Advice, with no other Hope,, but. to 
be delivered from the offenſive Smell. — 
Sometime after the Operation, the Wound 
looking extremely ſordid, he ſprinkled 
it all over with red Mercury precipitate, 
which put the Patient into a high Sali- 
vation; upon which the Breaſt grew. 
clean, and healed, the Patient recovered, 
and, contrary to all Expectation, lived 
many Years in good Health. — From this 
Accident, ſays he, I learnt the Uſeful- 


neſs of ſalivating after extirpating can- 


* cerous 
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© cerous Tumors, though nothing is more 
« hurtful before. —[n the Extirpation of a 
< Breaſt, and all other Tumors, as much 
© Skin as is ere ſhould be ſaved, for 


the Loſs of a great deal of Skin is ſuffi- 
* cient to make an incurable Ulcer in the 
© moſt healthful Body, and much more ſo 
in a bad Conſtitution.” | 

I 39. That Mr. Sharp“ likewiſe favours 
my Opinion, will appear from what he ſays 
in his Chapter of the Amputation of the 
cancer'd and ſchirrous Breaſt. — © There 
are ſome Surgeons, ſays he, ſo diſheart- 

© ned by the ill Succeſs of this Operation, 


that they decry it in every Caſe, and 


even recommend certain Death to their 
© Patients rather than a Trial, upon the 
© Suppoſition it never relieves; but the 
Inſtances where Life and Health have 
© been preſerved by it, are ſufficiently nu- 
< merous to warrant the Recommendation 
& of it. 

F 40. It appears too from what. has been 
* in the Dedication to this Eſſay, that 
Mr. Freke is likewiſe a Favourer of the 
Operation.—If then we be able to prove, 
2 after the Extirpation of cancerous Tu- 


l 


9 Troatiſe on the Operations of —_— Se. 
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mors . the very worſt of Conſtitutions 
(§ 38.) have, by a phyſical Regimen, Sc. 
been reftored to their former State of 
Health for a Continuance, I think, we 
may. be encouraged to adviſe the Opera- 
tion, where practicable, (S 25.) with great 
Hopes of good Succeſs. —But this Matter 
I ſhall, by and by, further illuſtrate with 
ſome Obſervations of my own. 

Having thus far removed ſome of the 
Objections to Amputation, I ſhall beg 
Leave next to re. conſider Reſolution, and 
will occaſionally add ſuch Caſes as may fur- 
ther illuſtrate the Uſefulneſs of Extirpation, 
and other occurring Circumſtances in the 
Sequel of this Treatiſe at the ſame Time. 

$ 41. The Seldomneſs of the Reſolution 
of a cancerous Tumor further appears from 
what Mr. Cheſelden has ſaid; (§ 38.) for, 
we muſt obſerve, that he poſi itively denies 
any ſuch ever being cured, without Ex- 
tirpation.—It is very remarkable, (if can- 
cerous Tumors are ever cured by Reſolu- 
tion) that a Perſon of Mr. Che/elden's large 
and extenſive Practice ſhould never meet 
with- one Caſe that would ſubmit to this 
Method. —I would pay an equal Regard 
to the Opinions of other Men, (of equal 
Practice and Knowledge with Mr. Cheſel- 
a} who have thought that cancerous 

Tu- 
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Tumors do ſometimes reſolve ; otherwiſe 
we muſt immediately exclude the Suppoſi- 
tion, without ſaying any more about it.— — 
At preſent, I muſt own myſelf to be of 
the Opinion, that no truly cancerous Tu- 
mor has ever been cured by Reſolution ; 
yet I would by no means endeavour to 
conceal the Sentiments of any ingenious 
Practitioner on this or any other Head, 
though not perfectly agreeable to the Me- 
thod I would inculcate.—For, 1 ſolemnly 
declare, I write not in the leaſt with an 
Intention to contradict any one; and ſhall 
have no Pleaſure in getting the Victory by 
Argument in one ſingle Point, any farther 
than what may be neceſſary to aſcertain 
the Truth. —Was I a perfect Maſter of 
Anatomy and Phyſiology, and the greateft 
Rhetorician that ever lived, I ſhould think 
my Talents very ill beſtowed ; in diſplaying 
them any further than to demonſtrate the 
Truth; eſpecially on a Subject where the 
Healths and Lives of 1 my Fellow-Creatures 
are immediately concerned. 

| $42. We may remember that Mr. 
Monro has not excluded the Thoughts of 
ſometimes curing by Reſolution, ($ 6.) as 
obſerved in & 15.—Some eminent Surgeons 
whom I have been perſonally acquaint- 
ed with, have told me, that ſometimes, 
f | they 
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they have ſeen (chirrous Tumors reſolve in 
the Breaſt, which, as they imagined, threat- 
ned to prove cancerous.—As theſe Gentle- 
men, thereſore, have not altogether given 
over the Thoughts of it, we will not ex- 
clude the Attempt, under the following 
Limitations. 

$ 43. Firſt, In Caſes where the Patient 
applies at the very Beginning of the Diſ- 
eaſe ; is otherwiſe of a good Habit of Body, 
and not very far advanced in Years. Se- 
condly,—That the Tumor be not exqui- 
ſitely hard; for, according to Wiſeman *, 
Schirri of the greateſt Degree of Indura- 
tion admit of no Cure by Reſolution ; be- 
cauſe the' Parts cannot open to receive the 
free Afflux of Blood into them, but keep 
their own Hardneſs in deſpite of all Appli- 
cations, and thereby the Uſe of Medica- 
ments is rendered ineffectual. Thirdly, — 
That the Tumor is ſeated on a Part of the 
Body where the Operation can be per- 
formed, if found neceſſary. Fourthly and 
laſtly, —That the Patient will place him- 
ſelf ſo near the Surgeon, as to be daily 
under his Inſpection ; that in caſe he finds 
the Tumor enlarges, or the leaſt tending 


* Surg. Chap, of the Schirrus. p. 91. Fol. Edit. 


to 
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to ulcerate, he may know how to act a0 
cordingly. 
5 44. In Caſes where the Operation is 
impracticable, I ſhould rather adviſe the 
palliative Method than an Attempt to re- 
ſolve the Tumors; becauſe, if a ſchirrous 
Tumor ſhould degenerate into an ulcerated 


Cancer by ſuch an Endeavour, the Patient 


has no Chance afterwards of being freed 
from the Complaint by Any n, yet dif- 
covered, 

2 5. Perhaps it may be expected 1 
Are” in this Place, ene ſome 
Forms of external Applications for reſolv- 
ing theſe Tumors ?—I would readily do it, 
did I know of any we might depend up- 
on. ſhall therefore defire the Reader 
would conſult the beſt Authors on this 
Head: Some of thoſe I have quoted—— 


Wiſeman, Heiſter, &c. have given us ſe- 


veral Forms to chuſe out of.— There are 


in Authors various Preparations of the 


{lumb. cam. which alone is ſaid to be refri- 


gerating, drying and repellent z and, by 
ſome, is eſteemed an excellent Application 
for both occult and ulcerated Cancers.— 


I have uſed a Compolition of Plumb. nigr. 
Argent. viv. Pulv. - Camphor. & Axung. 
porcin. made into an Unguent, S. A. in a 
leaden Mortar. This Ointment J have ap- 

| plied 
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plied to ſome Tumors, which I was appre- 
henſive might have proved cancerous; 
and, I think, I have ſeen ſome good Ef- 
fects from it.—lr is ſaid, that if the Axun- 
$i has had frequent Inſolations cum fucco 
ſolani vulg. till it is grown perfectly green 
(before the other Ingredients are, put to it) 
it adds much to the reſolving Quality of 
the Unguent: but I never uſed it ſo. 


OBSERVATION IV. 


A Maiden Lady, ſome Years paſt that 
Period of Life when the Kanne leave 
the Sex, complained frequently of an Un- 
eaſineſs in the under and back Part of her 
right Arm, near the Axilla:— A few 
Weeks after this Complaint, ſhe perceived 
a Knot about the Bigneſs of a Pea z which, 
in a Year's Time, encreaſed to the Size of 
a common Walnut: but it was not very 
painful. — In the Beginning of the Year 
1750 (which was two Years after the Ap- 
pearance of the Tumor) ſhe applied to me. 
Il felt the Tumor moveable in the under 
part of the Arm, which was ſo ſituated, 
that when ſhe held her Elbow cloſe to her 
Side, part of the Tumor was ſeen behind, 
as if ſhe had confined a {mall Ball in the 
Axilla.— lt was now as big as a very large 

Wal- 
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vas obſerved to be greatly decreaſed. 
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; Walnut, equal, not very hard, of the na- 
tural Complexion of the Skin, but not 


more painful than at firſt, except when by 


Accident ſhe preſſed it: But the Pains 


were pricking and ſhooting ones, as the 


expreſſed it. She was fearful of the 
Conſequence, (having been always appre- 
henſive of its being cancerous) and there- 


fore -defired I would do every thing I 


thought proper to it: but cutting ſhe 
hopeg, would not mention. 


Her Stays were immediately ſo con- 
trived as they could not preſs or rub a- 


gainſt the Tumor: She was bled, and 


twice in a Week, during three Weeks, ſhe 


took Pills of Mercur. dulcis, ad horam 
ſomni, and on the Mornings enſuing the 


taking of the Pills, ſhe took ſome refrige- 
rating Purgatives of Sal. Mirab. G. &c.— 
Her Diet was chiefly of the lighteſt Kinds 


of Animal-Food, with a Pudding for Din- 
ner, and a Draught or two of middling 


briſk Beer : Her other Meals were moſtly 


of Rice and Milk.—The Unguent above- 


mentioned, was applied to the Tumor #:s 


in die, for the Space of two Months, (and 


Over that a Piece of blue Flannel, of which 


ſhe had a great Opinion) when the Tumor 


The Purgatives were repeated twice in a 
Month, 
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Month, for four Months, and a continual 
Application of the Ointment omni no#e 
near half a Year, when the Tumor was re- 
duced to the Size of a ſmall Hazel-nut, 
and the Pain entirely gone; unleſs, as ſhe 
ſaid, a little Shooting againſt Change of 
Weather, —I muſt not forget to mention, 
that ſhe took of the following Electuary, 


almoſt all the Time ſhe uſed the Unguent. 2 4 


R Elec. lenitiv. ij. Sulphur. precipitat. 
2. Sal. prunellæ zij. Hr. Roſar. ſolut. 
J. J. F. Elect. cujus capiat ad Magni- 
tudinem nucis moſchatæ bis in die, die- 
bus purgationi non dicatis. 


She then grew tired with the Trouble of 
the Ointment; and although nothing has 
been done to it lately, the Tumor has nei- 
ther encreaſed nor decreaſed ſince ſhe left 
off the Uſe of it.— But ſhe ſtill wears the 
Flannel. ——She continues in much the 
ſame way of Living, as to Diet, and takes 
cooling Purgatives Spring and Fall. 
She had ſuch a Knot in her right Breaſt 
twenty Years ago, which was diſperſed, 
as ſhe tells me, by much the ſame Treat- 
ment. I could give ſome other ſimilar 
Caſes, where I have uſed the ſame Unguent 
with the like Succeſs to Tumors of a few 

D Wecks 
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Weeks ſtanding ; but, as I am Joubtful 
whether they were of a cancerous Nature, 
I ſhall not trouble the Reader with the De- 
tail of them. 

$ 46. Upon no other Terms chan thoſe 
mentioned in $43. can I conſent to have 
the reſolving Method attempted : For, if 
the Patient does not apply to the Surgeon 
till the Diſeaſe is far advanced, and the 
Tumor is near ulcerating, it is certainly 
Madneſs then to try at reſolving it, for 
Reaſons already given in § 23, 26, 27, 28. 
In this Caſe, either the Operation ought 
immediately to take place, or if that is not 
agreed to, the moſt approved Method of 
Palliation ($ 38.) ſhould be recommended. 


$ 47. From the Light which Mr. Frete's 


Eſſay on the Art of Healing has thrown 
upon Surgery, if we may be allowed to 
reaſon from the Analogy of Diſeaſes, I 
greatly ſuſpect whether any Remedy, with - 

out the Knife, will ever be found our, 

either by Induſtry or Chance, able to en- 
counter with an ulcerated Cancer. e. g. We 
know there are ſome Kinds of Ulcers, as 
the Herpes Exedens, &c. on which no ex- 
ternal Applications, in Form either of Salves 
or Unguents, will be of any Service; and 
are often ſo far from promoting a Cure, 
that, on the contrary, they are obſerved to 
retard 


| (51) 

| retard it; and we can do nothing with 

them ttill we have deſtroyed their Lips, 
and thoſe Parts which furniſhed or ſecreted 
the corroding Ichor. What then are 
we to expect from Applications of this 
Kind to one of the moſt formidable Ulcers 
the human Body is obnoxious to? Where 
the Parts are become ſo morbid, as to ſe- 
crete an Ichor equal to the ſtrongeſt Ag. 
fortis for Corroſiveneſs? What I ſay muit 
we ever expect in theſe Caſes, from Un- 
guenta and Emplaſtra, though of the moſt 
ſanative Qualities ? Recourſe, I tear! 
muſt always be had to the Knife in the 
true ulcerated Cancer. — A very remarkable 
Inſtance of the corroſive Quality of the 
Matter in a Cancer 1s related by M, Le 
Dran . My deceaſed Father, ſays he, 
having cut off a carcimomatous Tumor 
from a Lady's Breaſt, in the Middle of 
* which was a Cy/izs filled with a Fluid, I 
opened it; and Part of its Contents 
ſpurting out upon my Cloaths, deſtroy'd 
* the Colour of them as if it had been 
* Aqua fortis, Some of it flew into m 
Face, and I felt continual Shootings there 
* for ſeveral Hours, though I immediately 
* waſhed the Part.'—— Other ſimilar In- 


* Operations in Surgery, p. 289. Engl. Edit. 
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ſtances are likewiſe to be met with in the 


Writings of practical Surgeons. See what 


our Countryman Dr. Turner ſays in his firſt 
Volume of Surgery, Page the 84th.—I 
have, myſelf, ſeen the Linen taken off a 
cancerous Ulcer quite corroded with the 
foul Sanies, appearing as if they had been 
dipped in Agua fortis.— The ſame has been 
obſerved by Dr. Van Swieten “. 

§ 48. 1 believe every ſkilful Surgeon 
will allow, that it is not owing to any pe- 
culiar inherent Qualities of the Gums, c. 
which enter the Compoſition of Plaiſters 
and Ointments in general, that make them 
diſagree with a Cancer ; but from the very 


Form of theſe Kinds of Applications, 


which, by their Adheſiveneſs, muſt una- 
voidably confine the corroſive Sanies in the 


Ulcer, the Conſequence of which muſt be 
a further Eroſion of the ſound Parts, or, 


as it is commonly called, an Exaſperation 


of the Diſcaſe.— And accordingly we find, 
by Experience, that the moſt ſimple Ap- 


plications, as Pledgets of fine Lint dipped 


an A. Calcis, or the like, applied fre- 


quently warm, agree beſt with ſome ul- 
cerated Cancers; becauſe theſe ſort of Dreſ- 
fings allow of a free Exit for the corroſive 


Page 886. Tom, iſt. 


Matter. 
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. 1 
Matter. I don't ſay that theſe Kinds of 
Applications have no other Effect than 
barely giving a free Diſcharge to the Mat- 
ter; I am ſenſible the Uſe of ſome ſort of 
Lotions applied in this Manner, does, in 
ſome meaſure, correct the Corroſiveneſs of 


the Icher ; and if a regular Courſe of pro- 


per Diet, and the due Evacuations are ſub- 
mitted to (neceſſary in this Diſeaſe) the 
Patient may ſometimes enjoy a tolerable 
eaſy State of I.ife for many Years, under 
this Method of Palliation; but ulcerated 
Cancers that can be thus palliated, are ſel- 


dom very painful. * 


$49. A cancerous Ulcer ought to be 
cleanſed of its corroding Virus twice or 
thrice in a Day, if the Diſeale is very vio- 
lent, and the Diſcharge great.——The beſt 
Method of doing this, is, firſt, to abſorb the 
Matter of the Sore with ſome very loft 
Lint, and then fill the Cavity of the Tir 
with Pledgets of Lint, firſt dipped in 


Whatever Mixture or 1 is found moſt 


conducive to the Patient's Eaſe, and to 
correct the ſpreading Putrefaction of the 
Diſtemper. For a Specimen of what may 


be ſometimes uſed for that Purpoſe, take 


the following. 


D 3 R Acet. 
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tr 22; R Acet. Litbarg r. Iſs. Ag. Roſar. alb. 
5 xli. Sacchar. ſaturn. FA Sal commun. 
gr. viii F. lotio. 


Remember always to uſe ſuch Kinds of 
Applications as theſe juſt warm. 
2 But ſometimes the Dreſſings thus applied 
| are apt to grow dry, and adhere to the 
Sore, eſpecially near the Edges of it; to 
prevent this, it will be neceſſary, firſt, to 
cover almoſt the whole Surface of the 
Ulcer with Pledgets of Lint fpread with 
tome of the Liniment warmed, mentioned 
„ 24 in Page 32 of this Eſſay; or, in the room 
A of that, = Pledgets may Þe Juſt covered 
with ſome Ung. Nutritum made very foft : 
No more of this Ointment ought to be ap- 
plied than what may juſt prevent the Lint 
ſticking to the Ulcer ; for all fat and very 
greaſy Subſtances are highly prejudicial in 
ulcerated Cancers. —— After the Pledgets 
ſpread with either of the afore-mentioned 
Ointments are applied, the cireumjacent 
Parts, eſpecially underneath the Ulcer, 
are to be guarded with a ſoft Saturnine 
Plaiſter, that they may not be corroded 
with the ſpreading Ichor of the Cancer; 
then the remaining Cavity of the Ulcer is 
to be filled up with the Lint dipped in the 


pre- 
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preceding Lotion, or ſimple A. Calcis, as 
is found beſt. to agree; and over theſe 
another ſaturnine Plaiſter, cut full of Holes 
for the free Exit of the Matter; and alſo 
over theſe Floles ſome more Pledgets of 
dry Lint, to fuck up the Sanzes as it ouzes 
through the other Dreſſings ; and, laſtly, 
all theſe Applications are to be ſecured from 
coming off, by a looſe Bandage. 
| $50. A Method of drefling ulcerated 
Cancers, ſimilar to that mentioned in the- 
laſt Section, I find is recommended by Van 
Swieten, who juſtly obſerves, That Acetim 
Sal Mar. Sal Gem. &c. greatly reſtrain Pu- 
trefaction; but when Cancers are ulcerated, 
every Thing acrid very much irritates them, 


— Hildanus F tells us of a Surgeon, who — 


having applied ſome Ung. Agyptiacum to 
correct the Stench, and prevent the luxu- 
riant Fungus of a Cancer, the Diſeaſe was 
by this Means ſo irritated, that in a little 
Time the whole Breaſt was eat away to the 
very Ribs. Hence it is evident, that we 
cannot be too cautious in our Applications 
to cancerous Ulcers. — Dr. Yan Swieten 
ſays, That he once palliated an ulcerated 
Cancer in the Breaſt of a poor Woman, 


* Page 900. 


ft Olſerv. Chir, cent. 3. Ob, 86. pag. 267. 
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| &= who was otherwiſe healthy, by Spirit of Sea- 


Salt ſo much diluted 'with Water, that the 


Liquor being dropped into the Eye, gave 


no Pain: This Mixture kept it from de- 
generating into a worſe State for a Year 
and a Quarter; and even the Edges of the 
Ulcer ſhewed ſome Signs of Suppuration, 

and Part of the fungous Maſs caſt off, 
leaving the Bottom clean ; but afterwards 


the Malignity of the Diſorder returned, and 
to apply any thing more acrid, immediately | 


exaſperated the Complaint ; fo that, at laſt, 
the unhappy Patient died, after ſhe had 
been afflicted with an ulcerated Cancer two 


Years. || 


$ 51. From having em that a 
Cancer may be palliated in ſome Conſtitu- 
tions, and that, in many Caſes, the Extir- 
pation of the Tumor has only freed the 


Patient of the Diſeaſe for a few Months, 


(as remarked in 7.) many Surgeons there- 
fore have come to a Determination of ex- 


_ cluding the Operation in every Caſe, except 


where the Cancer is ſuppoſed to proceed 


from a Blow, or any other external Cauſe, 


when we are told we may hope for Succeſs 
by it. But even in the laſt Caſe we have 


already ſhewn (in § 27. as obſerved in 5 29.) 


i P age 901. 
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that we may rather hope for Succeſs by 
Reſolvents than when the Diſeaſe proceeded 
from an internal Cauſe : If ſo, we ſhould 
not adviſe the Operation where the Reſo- 
lution of the Tumor is to be expected for 
| Reaſons too obvious to mention. — How- 
ever, this Circumſtance depends on the 
Time of the Patient's applying to the Sur- 
geon ; for if the Tumor has been of Jong 
ſtanding, and is grown large, tis then ir- 
reſolvable, (as we have already proved in 
§ 26, 27, 28.) and therefore in ſuch Caſes 
the Operation ought to take place by 
§ 11. 
$ 52. But whatever nid Accident 
may be ſuppoſed to have given Birth to 
this Diſeaſe, there certainly, I am inclined 
to think, was fome internal pre-diſpoſing 
latent Cauſe in the Blood and Juices which. 
eonſpired with the external one to occaſion: 
it: For there are ſome Conſtitutions, which, 
if you were to bruiſe, or otherwiſe hurt 
every Part of their Bedies, where this 
Diſeaſe is obſerved moſt frequently to fix 
upon, (F 16 ) you could never make the 
thus injured Parts terminate in a Cancer. 
On the contrary, there are others ſo prone 
to this Diſeaſe, that almoſt the ſlighteſt 
Blow or Preſſure ſhall immediately give 
Riſe to it. — And to- illuſtrate the Truth 
D 3 N 
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of what 1 have aſſerted, I ſhall give the 
Reader the following Caſes. 


OBSERVATION V. 


A Woman, about forty-eight Years of 


Age, was put violently in Wrath, and, at 


the ſame Time, received ſeveral ſevere 


Blows on her Face and left Breaſt by her 


Huſband's Fiſt. — Some Days after this 


Fray ſhe applied to me. — The Breaſt was 
then much ſwelled, hard and painful, more 
eſpecially in the ſuperior exterior Part of 


it; the whole of the Breaſt and Shoulder 
was overſpread with an Ecchymoſis: Her 


left Eye was likewiſe fwelled and inflamed, 
and the external Parts were very black. 
She was on the 5th Day from the Accident 
bled ad xj ; the Day after ſhe took a 
Purge; and her Breaſt was ordered to be 
bathed his in die with a diſcutient Fomen- 
tation and Liniment : But ſhe would admit 
of no Application to her Eye, altho' ſhe 
faid that it pained her, and had kept her 
from Sleep the preceding Night. — I faw 
nothing of her *till two Months after; 

when ſhe inform'd me, that her Eye land 
Breaſt grew well in a Fortnight with what 
J had preſcribediher ; only the latter had a 


5 Knot remaining in it. — I felt a ſmall 


moveable 
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moveable Tumor, about the Size of a 


Cheſnut, not very hard, nor the leaſt pain- 


ful, in the exterior Part of the Breaſt near 


the Nipple.—In a Year after, this Tumor 


entirely ſubſided, without any further (either 


external or internal) Means being uſed ; 
except her being bled once in that Time; 
but that was for the Relief of a Cough. 

I was credibly inform'd of the enſuing 


Obſervation by Mr. Amyas, late an eminent 


Surgeon in the City of Norwich. 


OBSERVATION VI. 
A middle aged Woman had her right 


Breaſt amputated to free her from an ul- 


cerated Cancer, which was ſuppoſed to have 
been occaſioned by a Blow ſhe received 
about two Years before: The Wound 
healed in a reaſonable Time after the Ope- 
ration; nevertheleſs, a few Years after, 
ſome cancerous Tubercles aroſe on the 
Idge ofthe right pectoral Muſcle, which, 


encreaſing, Teached the Axilla; and ne 


ſoon after died, ing all the Mijcries- 
of an ulcerated Cancer, which no > Operation | 
could free her from. 

It my Memory fails me not, this Wo- 
man was the late Mr. John Amyas's Patient; 
and, I think, the Caſe happencd while Mr. 
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Charles Maliby (now an eminent Surgeon 
in Norwich) was his Apprentice ; and with 
whom I was then very intimately ac- 
quainted : But I cannot be poſitive. — 


I find the Obſervation among ſome other 


chirurgical Remarks, made during my 


Apprenticeſhip ; but when and where the 


Woman lived I know not by thoſe Notes. 
— 1 hope the Reader will pardon this Di- 
greſſion; I made it to avoid that Oppro- 
brium which ſome Authors have laboured 


under; viz, of forming Hiſtories to ſup- 


port any favourite Scheme or Hypotheſis 
they had a Mind to introduce. — But I do 
aſſure my Reader, that no Body deſpiſes 


ſuch mean and wicked Proceedings more 


than his humble Servant the Author of this 
Eſſay. 


Remarks of this laſt Kind are indeed 
Arguments againſt the Locality of this 


Diſeaſe in every Caſe; and therefore may 


be thougat rather ſtrengthening than in- 
validating. the Objection to Extirpation : 
But, notwithſtanding this, I hope to make 
it appear (from what has been ſaid, and 


what we have further to add) that the 


Operation, in many Cafes, ought to have 
the Preference of all other Methods of 


Cure. — I choſe to recite the laſt Obfer- 


vation, as a Caution to the young Surgeon, 
- 0. 
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to be upon his Guard hw he makes his 
| Prognoſtic in ſimilar Caſes. We ought 
not peremptorily to pronounce any Patient 
as abſolutely out of Danger of a Relapſe 
after the Operation, tho we may aſſure 
ſome of them, in a great Degree of Proba- 
bility, that it never will happen ſo. 

8653. I ſhall not take upon me to diſpute 
the Propriety of ſaying a Cancer is a local 
Diſeaſe, when the Blood and Juices are 
only ſo far depraved as not to produce the 
Diſorder *till an Interruption 1s put to the 
Circulation in ſome of the glandular Parts, 
by a Blow, Fe. — I know ſeveral Diſeaſes 
formerly were imagined local, that are not 
thought fo now; e. g. A ſpreading Gan- 
grene was always eſteem'd a local Diſeaſe 
when it ſucceeded any violent external Ac- 
cident, and therefore Amputation was then 
judged ſufficient to free the Patient of his. 
Complaint ; but Experience has often ex- 
poſed the Fallibiliry of that Notion; for 
when the Surgeon has imagined the Seeds. 
of the Diſeaſe were eradicated by the Ope- 
ration, the Mortification has return'd again, 
either upon the Stump, or on. ſome other 
Part of the Body, to the Deſtruction of 
the Patient, or, at leaſt, has been the Oc- 
calion of a ſecond Amputation. — A Mor- 

tification 
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tification is allowed, by the beſt Surgeons,“ 
to be frequently a critical Diſorder, and 


therefore, now-a-days, the moſt ſkiltul 
Practitioners never attempt Amputation 
till they have firſt mended the Habit, and 
Nature has prefty far advanced the Sepa- 
ration of the gangrened from the ſound 


Parts. 


9854. I muſt not, I doubt, carry it ſo 
far as to draw a Parallel between theſe 
Diſeaſes : A Cancer is never known to cure 
itſelf, (if I may fo ſpeak) or to make a 
complete 'Separation of the diſeaſed from 
the ſound Parts, as a Cangrene does; but 
yet, I muſt at preient imagine, from what 


1 have obſerved in ſome Patients afflicted 


with this Diſtemper, that frequently theſe 
Tumors are rather the Conſequences of a 
peculiar Diſeaſe at firſt exiſting in the 


Habit than the Beginning of that Diſeaſe 


itſelf : — that is, I ſuppoſe the cancerous 
Poiſon to be ſui generis, at firſt contracted, 
or, to ſpeak more properly, generated in 
the Blood and Juices in'the larger Veſſels ; 
and while it continues in the common Road 
of Circulation, the Patient may feem to 


labour with fundry Sorts of . — 


Vide Sharp's Critical Enquiry, 2 cap. on Am- 
For 


putations. 
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For Inſtance, Women a few Years before 
and after the Age of fifty, are then the 
moſt ſubje& to this Complaint; as at this 
Time of Life their periodical Evacuations 
are about going off, or are moſtly over 
with them; and therefore their Juices often 
become vitiated, which at firſt may occaſion 
violent Head-achs, nervous Complaints, 
or the Symptoms of a Rheumatiſm, Sc. 
but as ſoon as the cancerous Poiſon is 
lodged in the Ventricles, or Receptacles of 
the Glands, ſchirrous Tumors appear, and 
then, ſometimes, the preceding Diſeaſes in 
a great Meaſure abate, or go off, and the 
unhappy Perſon ſeems to enjoy a better 
State of Health than for ſome Time paſt ; 

and this Eaſe may continue 'till an Inter- 
ruption is put to it, by the pus Ap- 
proach of the Cancer. 

I don't remember to have ſeen this Ob- 
ſervation taken Notice of by any Author ; 
but the Truth of it is ſo apparent in the 
following Caſe, that I can by no Means 
paſs it by. 


OBSERVATION VII. 


In the Year 1745, I viſited a Woman 
about ſixty, the Mother of ſeveral Children; 
who had been afflicted with. an ulcerated 

Cancer 
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Cancer for ſeveral Years. — She informed 
me that after the Catamenia left her, ſhe 
was ill with a rheumatic Pain in her right 
Shoulder, ſometimes à violent Pain in her 
Head, attended with ſeveral nervous Com- 
plaints, and a frequent Hemorrhagia at the 
Noſe: Thus ſhe continued during the 
Space of two Years, in which Time ſhe 
could get little or no Relief. — At length 
a ſmall Tumor aroſe in the exterior Side of 
her right Breaſt near the Nipple: After the 
Appearance of this Tumor the Pain in her 
Shoulder went quite off; and, as the Tu- 
mor increaſed, her other Complaints abated : 
The Bleeding at the, Noſe likewiſe quite 
left her. She was then adviſed to foment 
her Breaſt with hot Urine, to anoint it with 


 Gooke-greaſe, and afterwards to apply a 
gummous Plaiſter. — She followed theſe . 


Directions, altho' the Pain and Size of the 
Tumor were thereby greatly encreaſed, 
which before were tolerable. Some Months 
paſs'd while the Tumor was encreaſing 
under theſe Applications; which, at length, 
poſſeſſed the whole Breaſt, and a Suppu- 
ration was daily expected to carry off the 
Diſeaſe: At laſt, the Tumor broke, and 
diſcharged a large Quantity of a fetid Sanies. 
It then grew more painful, upon which 
a Surgeons [my Father-in Law] was ſent 


for, 
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for, who told her it was a Cancer, and that 
her Doctreſs had done the Breaſt no good 
by her Applications aforeſaid. — He or- 
der'd the Ulcer to be daily waſhed with 
warm Milk, to cover the whole Breaſt 
with a Cabbage-leaf, and to loſe Blood at 
proper Intervals. — By obſerving theſe Di- 
rections, and keeping to a Diet of eaſy 
Digeſtion, the Cancer was ſo far palliated, 
that notwithſtanding, when I ſaw her, the 
| Breaſt being much waſted, adhering, firmly 
to the Ribs, and having an Ulcer the 
Bread th of a Crown-piece, with thick Lips, 
the Nipple eat away, and feverai ſchirrous 
Knots in the Axilla, yet ſhe enjoyed a better 
State of Health than moſt People of her 
Age could expect, having a good Appe- 
tite, and never complained much of her 
Breaſt, unleſs after uſing too much Exerciſe. 
— She died a few Months after I ſaw her, 
of a Fever, as I was informed. 

§ 55. I don't ſay, that *tis impoſlible a 
Cancer ſhould be produced by an external 
Cauſe only; becauſe, I will not take upon 
me to determine how far our Juices may 
be alter*d from their original healthy State, 
when once ſtagnated in the Glands by a 
Blow, Sc. — But this I have obſerved, 
that, in young and healthy Subjects, a 
Schirrus will remain Years without any In- 

conveniency, 
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conveniency, unleſs ſeated on a Part where 
it becomes troubleſome by/its mere Bulk 
or Preſſure on the adjacent Parts. 

A Schirrus atiſing from an external Ac- 
cident, as a Bruiſe, &c. is not always the 
Fore-· runner of a Cancer, tho? it frequently 
may be ſo; and tho' theſe Tumors are 


hard to diſperſe, yet this Difficulty ariſes 
not from the Tumor being of a cancerous 


Diſpoſition, but becauſe the Matter of the 
Swelling lies beyond, or out of the Power 


of the Circulation to remove. — Tis true, 


when once a Schirrus is formed in a glan- 
dular Part, no one can tell how it may 


terminate; becauſe various Changes may 


ariſe from various Cauſes in the Conſtitu- 
tion of the Perſon ; and if the Juices ſhould 


. degenerate into a highly acrid, or what the 


Ancients termed an atrabiliary State, the 
Schirrus will be (ceteris paribus) more liable 


to become a Cancer. 


Thus, e. g. Suppoſe a young healthy 
Perſon receives a Blow, &c. on the Breaſt, 
upon which a Schirrus tollows, this Schirrus 
may continue in an indolent State 'till her 
Menſes leave her, when it may ſoon after 


degenerate into a Cancer: And yet this 


very Schirrus might, before this Change 
happend ih the Conſtitution, be of a be- 
a re enen nmign 
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nign or mild Nature, eaſy to have been 
extirpated, and not at all cancerous. 

As long as an indurated Tumor in the 
Breaſt, Sc. remains quiet, it may be termed 
only a. Schirrus ; but as ſoon as it grows 
painful, it then becomes an occult Cancer. 

$ 56. The Ancients, if I am not mi- 
ſtaken, imagined all cancerous Tumors to 
be derived from the Atra-bilis, or Melan- 

choly of the Blood; and that which further 
confirmed them in this Belief, was the 
black and dark Appearance of the Blood 
found in the varicous Veins of theſe Tu- 
mors; and therefore, they thought the 
chief Intention of Cure conſiſted in giving 


ſuch Medicines as ſhould evacuate this 


Humour. — But if they had had no other 
Reaſon for their Opinion and Practice than 
the black Appearance of the Blood in theſe 
Veſſels, they might have been greatly de- 
ceived ; for, I believe, there are few Sur- 
geons, of much Practice, who have not 
ſcen a ſimilar Appearance of the Blood in 
the Varices attending other Tumors that 
ariſe by low Degrees. — I have ſeen Blood 
diſcharged from the varicous Veins in the 
Legs, which has looked almoſt as black as 
Ink: And I once ſaw Yarices on the Ab- 
domen of a Woman with Child, as large 
as a Goolſe-quill, — Theſe varicous Veins 

. are 


*! 
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are occaſioned by the Impediment the Blood 


meets with by the ſubjacent Tumor; for, 


when Tumors encreaſe very ſlowly, the 
cutaneous Veſſels have Time to ſtretch and 
dilate, and the Circulation being very 
languid, the ſerous Parts of the Blood will 
paſs on firit, while the Cyaſſamentum will 
be more difficultly moved; ſo that, when 
theſe Veſſels are open'd, the Blood has al- 
ways a black grumous Appearance. 

$ 57. But "that ſuch an atrabiliary Tem 
perature of the Animal-juices does ſome- 
times exiſt, as the Ancients have deſcribed, 
is confirmed by ſeveral Modern Authors; 
and in particular by the ingenious Mr. 
Freke in his Eſſay on the Art of Healing.“ 

— Having ſhewn, ſays he, that Blood, 
* Pblegm, and Choler, are productive of 
various Diſeaſes, it remains that I further 
* ſhew, agreeable to the Opinion of rhe 
£ Antients, that the Blood at certain Seaſons 
js liable to become void of all Floridneſs, 
* appearing almoſt as black as Ink, which 
6 
c 
C 
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the Antients have termed the Atra Bilis, 


* or Melancholy of tlie Blood. When it 
is in this State, carcinomatous or can- 


cerous Diſeaſes are ſaid to be occafioned 
from thence.”? 


Page 175. 


He 
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He further adds, Now, ſince every 
* Surgeon of any Degree of Practice knows, 
that the Blood, eſpecially of elderly Wo- 
men, who want the uſual Benefit of Na- 
ture, is frequently of an aduſt Com- 
plexion; and moreover, ſince it is ge- 
nerally found, that theſe People now 
deſcribed are moſt liable to cancerous 
Complaints, why may not the Antients 
be regarded in this Particular as well as 
in moſt others; ſeeing that thoſe wo 
oppoſe their Sentiments eſtabliſh nothing 
in the Place of what they would deſtroy ? 
J can, continues he, add one Obſervation 
of my own to countenance this Opinion, 
which is, that I ſeldom take off a can- 
cerous Breaſt, but I look for ſome black 
Spots in the Glands of it; and I ſcarce 
ever fail to find them appear like a 
Drop of Ink, ſometimes only in one 
Gland, ſometimes in divers Parts of the 
« Breaſt.” 
$ 58. Having in 5 56, 57, proved that 
the Blood has ſometimes the black Ap- 
pearance there deſcribed ; I ſhall not con- 
tend with any Perſon whether we ſhall call 
it Atra-Bilis, or any other Name ; it bein 
ſufficient for my preſent Purpoſe to obſerve, 
that when it loeks of that black and dark 
Colour, it is then in a depraved State, and 
18 
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is much more viſcid or tenacious than when 
it has a more florid Aſpect; at leaſt, Ex- 


perience ſhews it then more apt to form 
Obſtructions in the glandular Parts; and 
theſe Obſtructions ſoon degenerate into 
Cancers. — The Caſe is, an atrabiliary 
Humour is a peculiar Degree of an acri- 
monious Lentor in the ſerous or lymphatic 
Parts of the Blood ; but while it continues 
in Motion, it may only ſlightly irritate the 
Nerves, and occaſion various Complaints, 
as we have obſerved in $ 54. but when it 
once is fixed in the Ventricles of the Glands, 
it there obtains a higher Degree of Acri- 
mony ; which erodes the containing Solids, 
and creates one of the worſt of Ulcers ; 
the moſt painful to bear, and the moſt 
difficult to cure. 

At firſt the Stagnation of this Humour 


may only form a Schirrus, which may con- 


tinue ſometime before it proves abſolutely 
cancerous; but a Schirrus formed by the 
Obſtruction of an atrabiliary Matter, will, 
ceteris paribus, ſooner or later degenerate 


into a Cancer, according to the Degree of 


Acrimony the Humours have acquired be- 


fore their Stagnation. 


8 59. From what has been ſaid it ap- 
pears, that a Schirrus, form'd by the Stag- 
nation of an atrabiliary Humour, may de- 

generate 


(t. 
generate into a Cancer by Age, without any 
other concurring OCauſe to '6ccaſion it. — 
Thus, . g. a Perſon, from the Suppreſſion 
of a natural or præternatural Evacuation, 
may contract ſuch a depraved Habit of 
Body as is productive of a Cancer; at firſt, 
only a ſchirrous Tumor may be form'd in 
ſome glandular Part, afterwards this Habit 
may be mended by proper Remedies, or, 
perhaps, perfectly reſtored to a healthy 
State by the Return of the uſual Evacua- 
tions; yet, the Schirrus remains: But, in 
Proceſs of Time, this Schirrus may become 
cancerous, by the Degeneracy of the: ſtag- 
_ nating Humour, into a greater Degree of 
Acrimony by Age only. — Hence it is 
evident, that ſuch a Cancer is a local Diſeaſe, 
tho* originally derived from an; internal 
Cauſe, and, under ſuch Circumſtances, may 
be cured by Extirpation. But if a Schirrus 
is formed from an internal Cauſe, an atra- 
biliary or vitiated State of the Fuices, and 
that Cauſe continues, no Hopes of a Cure 
is then to be expected by Extirpation; un- 
leſs the whole Habit is reſtored to a ſound. 
State : But this we have already. propoſed, 
and ſhall ſpeak more to anon. 
$ 60. Having in § 54. obſerved that 
ſome People, previous to the coming on 
of a Schirrus or Cancer, are afflicted with 
Pains, 
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Pains, nervous Complaints, &c. which 
gradually abate, or go off, as the Cancer 
approaches; how far, therefore, Nature 
may be actually ſuppoſed to relieve herſelf 


by lodging the cancerous Poiſon in the 


Glands, in order for its Diſcharge, or 
whether we muſt attribute the Abatement 
and going off of theſe Symptoms to ſome 
other lucky Change in the Conſtitution, 
reducing theſe Caſes to that in the laſt 
Section, I muſt leave to the Opinions of 
the Learned to poſitively determine. — 
However, that Nature does ſometimes aim 
at relieving herſelf in ſuch a Manner, I 


| ſhall endeavour to prove from the following 


Theory and Obſervations. 


OBSERVATION VII. 


© A Lady of fifty Years of Age had a 
Cancer in her left Breaſt that began to 
ulcerate: She had been afflicted with it 
eight Years, and it was grown ſo large 
© as to weigh, when ſeparated from the 
* Body, between ſeven and eight Pounds. 
© *T was of a deep red Colour, hard, and 
© attended with ſome Pain. A Gangrene 
© ſeized it, and in two Days it ſeparated 
and fell intirely off. The Hemorrhage 
was ſo great, as to wet through the Pa- 
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tient's Bed, and run upon the Floor. 
This happened in the Night, and the next 


Morning, when I was ſent for, I found 
a Wound that appeared black, almoſt 
round, and about nine Inches in Diameter. 
The Hemorrhage was ſtopped, but the 
Patient was 10 weak, that it was neceſſary 


to think rather of reviving her than 
aving Recourſe to any Evacuations, [ 
dreſſed the Wound, and in four or five 
Days, it digeſted kindly, and had a very 
good Appearance. I continued to dreſs 
her five Weeks, in which Time the Edges 
of the Wound began to draw in, new 


Fleſh granulated, and the Sore ſeemed 
ready to cicatriſe intirely, being at moſt 
not above an Inch in Diameter. The 
whole Habit appeared to be in a good 
Condition, and Nature of herſelf ſeemed 


to have effected all that could have been 
done by Art ; but the Scene ſoon changed, 
for in the Middle of the Wound there 
aroſe a {mall hard Tumor, which gradu- 
ally increafing, extended to the Cicatrix; 
and in leſs than a Month the Tumor ap- 
poured again almoſt in the ſame State as 
it was before the Gangrene. About 


ſeven or eight Months afterwards the 
Patient died. 


E ot 
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< It is certain, continues M. Le Dran, * 
© that Nature had, by the Gangrene, done 
« all that Art could have effected by an 


Operation, and the Hemorrhage had 


unloaded all the Veſſels about the T'umor, 
of which the good Condition of the 
Wound for five Weeks was a convincing 
Proof: Yet freſh cancerous Swellings 
appear'd in the Middle of the Wound, 


and as the local Diſorder could not be 
regarded as the Cauſe, we mult attribute 
this Relapſe to the morbid Diſpoſition 
of the Fluids in general. In theſe Caſes 


Regimen as may corre& and ſoften the 
vitiated Fluids,. and prevent them, if 
ſible, from becoming acrid, as they 
generally do while they are confined in 
the Tumor.” 
8 61. With Submiſſion to M. Le Dran, 


IT am not certain whether we are to at- 


tribute the ſudden Return of this Diſeaſe, 
fo much to the morbid Diſpoſition of the 
Fluids in general, as to ſome diſeaſed Gland 


being left behind after the Separation of 
the Breaſt by the Gangrene.— We muſt 


» Operations in Surgery, + 305. zul Ed. by 
ob- 


Themas Gataker. 


when it ſeemed juſt ready to cicatriſe; 


therefore, we can only propoſe ſuch a 


. 2 . of fray — 
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obſerve, that the Cancer was beginning to 
ulcerate, before it was ſeized with the Mor- 
tification, and thereſore, ſome of the can- 
cerous Poiſon might be abſorbed, and com- 
municated to the ſound Parts + beyond the 
Gangrene , which might afterwards produce 
tho horrid Effects. I think, had the 
Juices in general been ſo much vitiated, as 
to have occaſioned ſuch a ſudden Relapſe, 
the Wound would not have been ſo near 
healing in that Time, as it was in this Caſe : 
He ſays the whole Habit appeared in a 
good Condition during five Weeks before 
the laſt tragick Scene happened. 

However, there might be ſome latent 
Taint reſiding in the Juices, which con- 
ſpired with the immediate diſeaſed Part to 
produce this ſudden Relapſe; and yet Na- 
ture might be aiming at the Diſcharge of 
her Enemy. — She is not always able to 
make a perfect Criſis, in leſs ſtubborn 
Diſeaſes than that we are treating of, 
where the Cauſe lies more in the common 
Road of the Circulation, without a great 
deal of Help from internal Medicine: And 
we don't find that ſhe had much Aſſiſtance 
that Way in the Caſe related by Le Dran. 
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The next Caſe is from . 6 


OBSERVATION IX. 
* A Woman of about thirty-ſix Years of 


her left Breaſt, and had been palliated 
many Years by Sir Fra. Pr. One Day, 
ſhe being at her Houſe in the Country, 
it did break, with very exceeding Pain. 


She writ to her Phyſician, who ſent me 


to take off the Breaſt. When I came,-I 
ſaw it gangrened, and was ſomewhat ſur- 


prized at the Novelty. The Tumor was 
round, of a very great Bulk, and move- 
able; it was gangrened by reaſon of the 


over-ſtretching of the Skin. The Mor- 


tification had eaten through the Skin the 


Compaſs of the Palm of a Hand. [I 


cut into the Body of the Tumor, and 
found it a cancerous Fleſh, and lying 
within a Cyſizs. I, ſuppoſing it a can- 


cerous Wen, (how properly! know nor, 


It being the only one I ever ſaw) fomented 


it with Wine, dreſſcd it up hot with 


* Unguert. Pcſilicon, and gave her an Cunce 
of Syr. de Meconto in a Draught of Mace- 


ale, to quiet the Pain. 1 he next Morn- 


* Chap. of the Cancer, Ed. in fol. S434; 


ing 


1 
0 
0 
c 
c 
c 

4 
c 
0 
a; 
« 

0 
£ 
0 
6 
6 
c 
0 
0 
0 
6 
k 
0 
c 
C 
4 
c 
c 
6 


(79 3 


ing I found her much afflicted, and ſaw 


many Cloaths wet with the Gleet, the 
Mortification was much ſpread in the 
Skin, and the cancerous Body cracked as 
a Pomegranate over-ripe. I conſidered 
the Gangrene, and ſuppoſed it would 
ſave me the Labour of cutting off the 
Breaſt, and that it would ceaſe upon the 
pulling away of the cancerous Body. 
Upon which Conſideration I pulled out 
that Part which was outermoſt, I believe 
the fourth Part of it; and would then 
have pulled it all out by dividing the 
Skin, but ſhe would not permit it, I 
continued my way of dreſſing as before, 
ſtay'd at the Houſe with her three Days, 
— dreſſed it twice a- Day, pulling out 
ſome Part of the Wen each Time. The 
Gangrene in the Skin ſtopped, and ſhe 
became very eaſy. But perceiving ſhe 
would not permit me to thruſt out the 
remaining Wen, I deſired a neighbouring 
Chirurgeon might be ſent for; who being 
come, we dreſſed the Patient. I ſhewed 


him, that, by Digeſtion, the remaining 


fcſhy Body with the Cyſtis would come 
away, and by that Time the Lips with 


the Skin would be ready to unite with 


the whole; which accordingly came to 


E 3 | © pals, 
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« paſs, and ſhe was perfectly cured in leſs 
than ſix Weeks, and is yet well.“ 


We don't find that any internal Medi- 


eines were given in this Caſe to ſoften, and 
edulcorate the Animal- juices; yet Nature, 
of her own Accord, freed herſelf of the 
Diſeaſe, with a little of the Surgeon's Aſ- 
ſiſtance. PT 

9 62. Do not the two laft preceding Ob- 
ſervations, in a great Meaſure, evince what 
have before hinted at, (particularly in $ 54, 
| 60.) viz. That a cancerous Gangrene (if I 
may be allow'd the Expreſſion) is, ſome- 
times, Nature's Endeavour to eradicate the 
Diſeaſe ; after the vitiated Juices are lodged 
in a glandular Part? — That a Gangrene, 
which ſometimes attends a Canter, is very 


different from the Diſeaſe which generally 


goes under that Appellation, is evident 
from the two preceding Caſes, eſpecially 
from the former ; for, I believe, few Pa- 
tients in a common ſpreading Mortification, 
(whether occaſioned by an internal or an 
external Cauſe) would have been able to 
have ſurvived ſuch an Hemorrhage, as 
the Lady did, taken Notice of by M. Le 
Dran. 'F 

$63. That Nature does not oftener per- 


form Curgs in cancerous Caſes, is not at 
| all 
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all to be wonder'd at, but the contrary, if 
we rightly conſider the Structure of the 
Glands, (the Seat always of the cancerous 
Poiſon) and the Communication of their 
Ducts with each other, eſpecially thoſe of 
the conglomerate or compound Order. — 
For if we allow a Cancer is frequently a 
local Diſeaſe, and that Nature by a Gan- 
grene does, ſometimes, with a little Aſ- 
ſiſtance, eradicate the Complaint, yet it 
will more frequently happen, as in the 
eighth Obſervation, that, notwithſtanding 
this her Operation (if I may ſo ſpeak) ſome 
affected Gland will be left behind, and ſo, 
in Proceſs of Time, the Cancer returns. 
And the ſame happens frequently after the 
Extirpation of the Tumor by the Surgeon's 
Hand. — This is not my Opinion only, 
but that of one of the moſt eminent Sur- 
geons now at the Head of our Art. —I 
will preſent the Reader with what he ſays 
in his own Words. 

* Whatever this Poiſon is which occaſions 
a Cancer, it is a very deadly one, but yet 
not ſo fatal as to have the Cure of it 
always deſpaired of : For it is frequently 
local, and then Extirpation will cure it. 
The Difficulty of its Cure proceeds from 
its Uncertainty of being come at, be- 
cauſe, when the Operator thinks he has 
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* extirpated the whole, ſome diſtant un- 
perceived Glands, from the Communi- 


cation of their Ducts with the former, 


have render'd the Cure incomplete.“ * 
$ 64. From what has been ſaid in the 


preceding Sections, *tis eaſy to perceivs 


that I would evince cancerous Tumors being 


frequently the Conſequence of a Diſeaſe in 


the lymphatic Juices of the Body, and that 
when theſe vitiated Juices are thrown on 
ſome glandular Part, Nature would relieve 
herſelt by a Separation of the diſeaſed Parr, 
as ſhe does ſometimes in a Mortification, 
were it not for ſome Circumſtances, which 
almoſt always attend, and are peculiar to 
this terrible Diſtemper call'd a Cancer. 
In the Diſeaſe termed a Gangrene, the 


Part deſtin'd to be deſtroy'd for the Pre- 


| ſervation of the whole, has all Communi- 
cation cut off with the vital Parts, fo that 
Nerves, Arteries, Veins, Sc. equally ſuffer; 
and the Effects produced by this Diſtemper, 
are almoſt conſonant to thoſe occaſioned by 
an actual or potential Cautery. — In the 
laſt Caſe an Eſchar is produced, i. e. the 
Life of the Part is totally deſtroy'd as far 
as the Cauſtic penetrated; but, in a few 
Days afterwards, the Circulation of the 


* Freles Eſſay on the Art of Healing, Cc. p. 177. 
| healthy 
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healthy Juices continuing to puſh ſtrongly 
behind the cauterized Part, and not findi 
the Veſſels pervious as uſual, the Eſchar, 
or burn'd Part, will be broke off from the 
ſound Fleſh, &c. and a laudable Suppura- 
tion will enſue. — And the ſame Proceſs 
happens in the Separation of a Mortifi- 
cation. 

If the Reader is defirous of having a 
more perfect Idea how Nature acts in theſe 
Caſes, in producing Pus Laudabile, &c. I 

would adviſe him to a careful Peruſal of 
Mr. Freke's Eſſay on the Art of Healing, 
Sc. where he will find Matters relating to 
the preſent Subject clearly and ingeniouſly 
accounted for. 

$ 65. But much more terrible, in my 
Opinion, is a Cancer than a Gangrene : For 
in the former, altho' the greateſt Degree 
of Putrefaction ſeizes on the Parts, yet 
there is always a Mixture of living Veſſels, 
Arteries, Veins, Nerves, &c. — witneſs the 
acute Pains, lamentable Hemorrhages, and 
continual fetid Diſcharge of a corroding 
Sanies from an ulcerated Cancer. — In theſe 
dreadtul Circumſtances, therefore, as faſt 
as Nature gets rid of one cadaverous Part, 
another becomes corrupted by the Co mνε. 
nication of the diſeaſed Part with the G 
ſo that 'tis impoſſible, Nature o, rec 
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herſelf of this Malady, without the Aſſiſtance 
of a very ſkilful Operator. Indeed, when 


a cancerous Tumor is grown extremely 


large, and the higheſt Degree of Putre- 


faction has attack'd it, the Communication 


of the vital Parts with the corrupted Tumor, 
will be, perhaps, nearly cut off; ſo that 
the very Weight of the Tumor may oc- 
caſion its Separation from the Body, as 
happen'd in the 8th Obſervation ; but then 


tis twenty to one, or more for aught I 


know, that ſome affected Gland will be 
left behind, which had, previous to the 
Separation of the putrefied Tumor, ab- 


forbed ſome of the cancerous Poiſon, by 
means of that very ſmall Communication 


between the diſeaſed and ſound Parts : — 
And hence is occaſioned a Relapſe as before 
obſerved, — But in the Caſe cited from 


Wiſeman, we muſt take Notice, that the 


cancerous Tumor was contained in a Cyſts, 


or membranous Bag, by which Means, any 


Abſorption of the cancerous Poiſon, by 


the Communication of living Veſſels be- 


tween the Tumor and the circumjacent 
found Parts was intirely prevented. — In 
that Caſe therefore, the Gangrene was brought 
on by the mere Bulk of the Tumor, with- 
out being encreaſed by the corroding and 
putrefactive Quality of the cancerous Body 

coming 
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coming into Contact with the ſurrounding 
Teguments; unleſs juſt in that Part where 
the cancerous Subſtance forced its Way 
through the Cyſtis, and ſo might deſtroy 
the Skin by its Corroſiveneſs in the anterior 
Part of the Breaſt. — Hence it followed, 
that Nature, with a little manual Afliſtance, 
was enabled to eradicate the Complaint. 

8 66, *Tis evident from what has been 
faid, that a Cancer is one of thoſe Diſeaſes 
which, (unleſs a ſeaſonable Stop is put to 
its Violence and Progreſs, by the prudent 
Conduct of the Phyſician and Surgeon,) 
increaſes and propagates itſelf, to the De- 
ſtruction ot the human Machine. On this 
Account, however abſurd my Suggeſtions 
may be thought, by ſome, of cancerous 
Tumors being ſometimes the Conſequences 
of an Endeavour of Nature for the Cviſis 
of a Diſeaſe, I am content, fince, by this 
Hypothefis, I am eſtabliſhing no Doctrine 
for a Method of Practice, but what has 
been proved, hitherto, the ſafeſt by Ex- 
perience. — | have already (in a great 
Meaſure) fhewn why Nature cannot effect 
a Crifis (F 63, 64, 65.) without great Aſ- 
fiſtance from the Surgeon's Art. — Are not 
Ulcers, which ſometimes attend the Legs 
of both old and young People, frequently 
reckoned critical? And do not ſome Species 

' 35 ot 
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of them grow frequently ſo painful, the 
Matter ſo corroſive and fetid, that it deſtroys 
the ſound Parts, amelie, in ſuch a 
Manner, as to render them little inferior 
to the milder Kinds of ulcerated Cancers ? 


Why may we not therefore imagine ſome 
: Kinds of ulcerated Cancers to be in that 


Senſe critical too? I think there is a Parity 
of Reaſon for it. 


Perhaps the Propriety of calling any Kind 


of cancerous Ulcers critical will be diſputed 


I ſhall not contend about Words; 
bo muſt obſerve, that there are ſeveral 
Inſtances to be found, among the Writers 
of practical Obſervations, of ulcerated Can- 
cers, where the Patients have enjoy'd an 
ealy, and otherwiſe, healthful State of Life 
to a good old Age, with little more Trouble 


than generally attends an Ulcer on the 


Leg, &c. — One Inſtance we have already 
given, in our ſeventh Obſervation ; and I 
ſhall further illuſtrate this Matter AF. an 
Obſervation from WW; ſeman. 


OBSERVATION X. 


In ſpeaking of the Differences of the 
Humour to which Cancers owe their Ori- 
ginal, he obſerves, * If the Matter be not 

very corroſive, their Growth is flow, and 

not 
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not: very painful. — Theſe are called the 
milder Sort, of which I have had many 
under my Care; and ſome of theſe at- 
tecting the Breaſt, I have palliated a long 
time under eafy Remedies. Such was 
the Caſe of a Lady that laboured many 
Years of an ulcerated Cancer. It had 
eat deep into the Breaſt, and was fixed 
to the Ribs, but not with much Pain. 
In Progreſs of Time the Lips inverted, 
and united as it were, and lay covered: 
© with a cruſty Scab : The Humour in the 
mean while ſpent itſelf upon the Nerves, 
© and cauſed a Species of a Paralyſis in 
© ſome Parts of her Body, and the Gout 
© in others. She lived long, and in her 
latter Age tolerably healthful'. See ths 
ſecond Obſer. in his Chap. of a Cancer ; 
which 1 is alſo to our Purpoſe. 

$ 67. The Cale is, in theſe highly cor- 
abs Vis the Parts on which the of- 
tending Matter is thrown, become ſo præ- 
ternaturalized, (if I may be allowed the 
Expreſſion) that all the benign and healthy 
Juices which arrive at the Ulcer, are con- 
vetted into an ichorous or corroſive Santes 
and this Misfortune follows, that when the 
Solids are much eat away, and the Vacuity 
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deep, the corroſive /chor lodges in ; the 
Ulcer, and is abſorbed by the Veins, and 
carried into the Maſs of Blood, upon which 
the whole Habit becomes poiſon'd ; and 
hence, ſometimes, the worſt of Conſe- 
quences enſue. Hence, alſo, appears the 
Neceſſity of cleanſing and dreſſing theſe 
Kind of Ulcers often, as obſerved in 
4 
| © 68. Whenever, therefore, a Cancer 
ariſes from an internal Cauſe, (fuch Symp- 
toms having preceded,” as are mention'd in 
$ 543) and is ſuffered to ulcerate, this Ul- 


ceration is rather to be deemed what Nature 


intends for a critical Diſcharge of a peculiar 
Diſeaſe than the very Beginning of that 
Diſeaſe itſelf, as I have before faid. —*Tis 
true, before the A ppearance of theſe Tu- 
mors, if the Perſon is troubled with any 
Hineſs or Indiſpoſition, (F 54) we cannot 
fay he is ill with a Cancer ; becauſe, by that 
Word, we underſtand only a Tumor of a 

peculiar Kind, and whimſically call'd- ſo, 
from its ſuppoſed Reſemblance to a Crab- 
fiſh : - Yet this very Perſon may be abſo- 
lately difordered with ſuch a vitiated Hu- 
mour as may, by and by, produce this 
Diſeaſe. — Thus, e. g. The ſame may be 
ſaid of a Perſon at his firſt Breeding the 
Gout , the Diſorder which he may be 
BS troubled 
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troubled with preceding the Fit, we may 
be at a-Loſs what to call it; and 'till ſuch 
Time as the vitiated Humour regularly 
fixes on the nervous Membranes, Liga- 
ments, &c. ſurrounding the Joints, and 
occaſions ſuch a Tumor or Swelling, as 
particularly characterizes that Diſeaſe, we 
dare not affirm it the Gout; yet after this, 
we make no Scruple to ſay he was, pre- 
vious to the Approach of the Tumor, af- 
flicted with the gouty Matter in his Blood: 
And this Swelling is looked upon rather 
as the Crifis of the Gout, than as the Be- 
ginning of the Gout itſelf 

$ 69. It may indeed appear ſtrange to 
call a Cancer a critical Tumor; becauſe it 
never ſuppurates and diſcharges Pus lauda- 
bile, album, leve & æquale, only ulcerates, 
and then the Patient grows worſe, and is 
thereby frequently deſtroy d. On which 
Account, the moſt prudent Surgeons al- 
ways endeavour to hinder the Tumor from 
breaking.—But the ſame may be ſaid of 
the Gout, —When does the gouty Matter 
ever come to a laudable Suppuration ? And 
yet, I believe, few People will diſpute the 
painful Swellings attending this Diſeaſe be- 
ing critical Efforts of Nature for the Bene- 
fit of the Conſtitution.—Indeed, was the 


gouty Matter to come ſo near a Suppura- 
| tion, 
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don, as the Matter of a Cancer does, that 
is, to occaſion. any large Collections of ſe- 
rous Juices, it would, (conſidering the 
Seat of the Diſeaſe) be little inferior to a 
Cancer itſelf, When I ſpoke of the pain- 
ful Swellings which attend the Limbs and 


Extremities of gouty People, being criti- 


cal Tumors or Efforts of Nature for the 
Benefit of the Conſtitution ; I meant only 
in regard to the Gout itſelf; for as to the 
vulgar Notion. of the Gout's carrying off 


all other Feculencies, which otherwiſe 


might have occaſioned Fevers, Sc. is very 
abſurd ; and fo far, in my Opinion, is this 


Diſtemper a Sign of Longevity, that, on 


the contrary, I am well ſatified it ſhortens 
the Lives of many. Indeed where the 
Seeds of the Gout are in the Habit, if thoſe 
- Swellings or regular Fits did not happen, 
the Perſon would be much ſooner deſtroy'd 
by t the Redundancy of the gouty Matter : 
For, as the learned Dr. Mead ſays, the 
* Gout may perhaps be juſtly ſaid, to be 
© the only Cure of the Gout “.“ 

$ 70. I have not made a Compariſon 
between the Gout and a Cancer, becauſe I 


* Ut recte fortaſſè dici paſſit, folam podagram podagræ 


mederi. Monit, & Præcep. Med, & c. cap. de podagra, 
J. 197. 
think 
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think there is a great Affinity between 
them; but only that my Meaning may be 
well underſtood, in reſpect to my calling 
the latter ſometimes critical. — Thoſe pain- 
ful Swellings which we judge the Cri/fs of 
the Gout, are never found to make a per- 
fect, or, I ſhould rather ſay, a laſting Cure: 
they are only Means made uſe of by Na- 
ture to relieve for the preſent, or carry off 
the Redundancy of ſuch Humours as would 
otherwiſe load and deſtroy her. —When, 
therefore, the Habit has accumulated too 
large a Quantity of acrimonious Salts, or 
whatever elſe it is which occaſions the Gou?, 
Nature endeavours to fling this Load of 
noxious Matter out of the common Road 
of Circulation upon the Joints: Upon 
whatever Joint this Matter 1s thrown, a 
painful and inflammatory Tumor enſues, 
by the tranſuding of a very thin or ſubtle 
Part of the Fluids from the minuteſt Ra- 
mifications of the Nerves and Arteries; in 
a little Time the Swelling ſubſides, Part of 
theextravaſated Humor being perſpired thro? 
the Pores of the Skin, and Part abſorbed 
by the Veins, Sc. But the thickeſt of it 
lodges in the Membranes of the Joints 
and there concretes ; and every Fit adding 
treſh Matter, by Degrees, the Joints be- 
come ſtuffed with hard Maſſes called Chalk- 

ſtones, 
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ſtones, by which their proper Motions and 
Actions are deſtroyed “*. 7 
And, indeed, upon due Examination, 
it will be found, that ſomething ſimilar to 
what happens in the Joints of gouty People, 
does, alſo, ſometimes happen in the 
Glands, in the Formation of a ſchirro- 
cancerous Tumor: But this will be better 
underſtood, by the young Surgeon, by 
giving a Deſcription of the Structure of the 
Glands. _ F 
 {F 71, It is very well known, that the 
Arteries, in their ultimate Ramifications, 
betore they paſs into their returning Veins, 
ſend out a great Number of extremely 
ſmall Tubuli; theſe draw off from the Blood 
certain Portions of its Serum, while the Re- 

mainder is forced through the Extremities 
of the Arteries, and returned by the Veins : 

Now theſe minute Tubuli, by means of 
Which the Blood is drained of ſome of its 
. Serum, before it does paſs through the ca- 
pillary ry Arteries, are called the ſe- 
cretory Ducts, or glandulous Strainers. The 
ultimate Branches of an Artery, with their 
ſecretory Ducts, their correſpondent Rami- 
fications of the Nerves (which always ac- 
company them) and their returning Veins, 


* Dr. Mead's Monit. & Præcep. Med. &c. cap. de 
Pedagra, p. 199. 


wound 
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wound up, as it were, into a little Balt 
together, and included within a common 
Membrane, conſtitute that Body called a 
Gland ; and, by Anatomiſts, for Diſtinc- 
tion fake, a conglobate or ſimple Gland. 

Now, if any Number of thefe conglo- 
| bate or fimple Glands be united together, 
by extreme ſmall tranfverſe Fibres, and 
included again within a common Mem- 


brane, they are then called a conglomerate 


or compound Gland. 
\ $72. A conglobate or ſimple Gland 
forms a hollow Receptacle, into the Cavity 
of which, the minute Tubuli, (called the 
ſecretory Ducts, which immediately ariſe 
from the laſt Ramifications of the Artery) 
open and depoſite a Liquor, which being 
collected by the excretory Duct or Emiſſary 
of the Gland, it paſſes off from the Cavity, 
and ſerves for the ſeveral Uſes of the ani- 
mal Oeconomy. | 

But a conglomerate or compound Gland, 


being a Congeries or Aſſemblage of con 


globate or ſimple Glands, (as before ob- 
ſerved) has all the excretory Ducts of the 
latter terminate in one larger Duct, thro? 
which the Liquor of all the fimple Glands 
paſs for particular Uſes. Such are the ſa- 
lival and parotid Glands ; the latter of 
which have their excretory Ducts paſs 

over 
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over the Maſſeteres through the Buccina- 
tores into the Mouth. 

g 73. Mr. Cheſelden ſays, © each Breaſt 
is a conglomerate Gland to ſeparate 
Milk with its excretory Ducts ; which 
are capable of very great Diſtention, 
tending towards the Nipple, which as 
they approach, they unite, and make 
but a few Ducts at their Exit.“ Ana- 


tomy 6th Edit. Page 139. 


But the famous * Ruy/ch * has denied 


Y the Breaſts to be glandular, ney 
* ſuch 


: 71 Nute a xv. pag. 10, &c. & alibi pluribus 
55 locis. Duamwvis enim mammas glanduleſas efje nega- 
* werit Ruyſchius; talis tamen illarum fabrica eſt, at- 
gue illa lactis a ſanguine ſecreti indoles, ut in mammis 

- facile ſchirri naſci poſſint : quam rem etiam olſeron- 
© tones quotidianæ confirmant. Ex Arteriis enim, nullis 
< olliculss interpoſitis, emiſſi tubuli lactiferi cum vicinis 
* corunt in majores ramulos, tandemgue vaſa lactiſera 
* majora faciunt ; que iterum anguſlantur, & minimis 
« fiflulis in papilla exeunt. Cum autem lac in mammis 


8 *: colleFum, ladtifera waſa diflendens, polſit redire iterum 


in vaſa, unde exiverat, &, ne guttula quidem lactis 
per papillam exeunte, turgidilſima mamma aliquande 
« depleatur ſatis cito & ſubfidat ; patet tubulos lacteos 
© continuari arteriis ipſis, nulloſque  follicules inter hos & 
© illas interponi. Verum lac, ex ſua natura in coagulum 
facile tendens, flagnans in waſis laftiferis dilatatis, in 


* coloflrum & ſerum abit ; hoc tenuius per papillæ aper- 


* turas dilabi, wel facile redire in ſanguinem poteſt; 

© coloſtrum vero ſero ſuo orbum herebit immobile in vais 
lactiferis, magi/que exſiccatum tandem in ſchirrum, viæ 
re- 
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ſuch is their Fabric, and ſuch is the Na- 
ture of the Milk ſecreted from the Blood, 
that Schirri are very eaſily formed in 
them; as is daily confirmed by Obſerva- 
tion. For the lactiferous Tubuli ariſing 
from the Arteries, unite together into 
larger Branches, without the Interpoſi- 
tion of any Follicles, and at length they 
make large lactiferous Veſſels, which a- 
gain are contracted, and at laſt terminate 
in very ſmall Ducts in the Nipple. But 
ſince the Milk collected in the Breaſts, 
and diſtending the lactiferous Veſſels, 
may return again into the Veſſels from 
whence it was derived, the moſt turgid 
Breaſt is therefore ſometimes ſoon emptied 
and ſubſided, without the leaſt Drop of 
Milk being diſcharged by the Nipple; 
whence it is evident that the lactiferous 
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reſolvendum ſee, abit. Cumgque in glandulis propre 
dictis natus ſchirrus idio ſepe ad optima remedia rebellis 
erat, quia vitalium humorum impetus & Acacia in 
coagulatum ſerccum, glandulæ cao contentum, nullum 
« fere effectum facere poterat ; idem & in mammis obti- 
s nebit. Majores enim tubuli lactei reſpondent cavis 
« glandularum colligentibus ſecretum humorem ; angri'a 
« eorundem extrema, in papilla hiantia, ſimilem uſu 
* habent ac glandularum emiſſaria, collectum in cavo hu- 
s morem deducentia. Patet ergo ratio, quare in mammis, 
* 
4 


* - a «a 


licet Proprie loguendo glaudulaſæ non fucrint, ſchirri 
tamen naſci poſſint,” 


Tubes 
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* Tubes are continuous with the Arteries 
* themſelves, and that there are no Folli- 
cles, or little Bags, interpoſed between 
them. 

* But Milk being of its own Nature very 
* ſubject to ee nm will, by ſtagnating 
in the dilated lactiferous Veſſels, ſeparate 
into Serum, and a groſſer Subſtance , but 
this thinner Part will eſcape through the 
{mall Orifices of the Nipple; or elſe eaſily 
return back into the Blood; but the thick 
or groſſer Subſtance, being deprived of 
its fluid or ſerous Part, will ſtick im- 
moveable in the lactiferous Veſſels; and 
at length growing more dry, will form 
an almoſt irreſolvable Schirrus. And as 
in the Glands, properly ſo called, a 
vcbirrus ſo often proves inflexible to the 
© beſt Remedies, becauſe the Impulſe or 
« Efficacy of the vital Humours has ſcarce 


6 0 % :« N 


K 


* any Influence on the concreted Juice con- 


fined in the Cavity of the Gland (ſee 
© $55.) the ſame Thing will alſo take ee 

© in the Breaſts. For the larger lactiferous 

* Tubuli will correſpond to the Cells or 


* Receptacles of the Glands, collect ing the 


© fecerned Humour; while their narrow 
« Extremities opening through the Nipple, 
© have Ules ſimilar to the Emiſſaries of the 
_ © Glands, diſcharging the Humour col- 
© lected 


(95) 5 
© lefted in their Cells. The Reaſon is 
therefore evident, why Schirri may ariſe 
in the Breaſts, altho*, properly ſpeaking, 
they are not glandular. . 

$ 74. Having previouſly conſider'd and 
demonſtrated the Structure of the Glands, 
at leaſt ſufficient for our preſent Purpoſe, 
it will be eaſy to perceive how an Humour 
ſeparated by the ſecretory Veſſels of a Gland, 
and lodged in its Cavity, may, by coagu- 
lating, or inſpiſſating, become ſo indurated, 
as to be render'd incapable of paſſing our 
of the Receptacle of the Gland, by the ex- 
cretory Duct; and the Matter thus detained, 
may give Riſe to a Cancer. — Any Cauſe 
therefore which obſtructs the excretory 
Duct of a Gland, whether conglobate or 
conglomerate, in ſuch a Manner, that the 
contained ſecerned Matter in the Receptacle 
or Receptacles of it cannot be diſcharged 
the Body of the Gland will become di- 
ſtended by the confined Fluid, while the 
thinner Parts of that Fluid will be abſorbed 
by the Veins, or find a Paſſage through 
the obſtructed excretory Veſſel, and that 
which is more groſs being left behind, 
will, by Degrees, indurate, and freſh Matter 


» Gerad. Van Swieten, M. D. Commentar, in H erm. 
Boerhaave Aphori/mos, p. 848, &c. 
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(96) 
being ſeparated from the Blood by the ſe- 
cretory Veſſels or Ducts,” and e Song 


in the Gland, the Tumor will encreaſe, and 


by its Pr eſſure on the Nerves in the Glanch, 
an indolent, hard, or ſchirrous Tumor will 
be formed. 

8 75. Perhaps it may be ſaid, that it 


appears inconſiſtent with the wiſe Oeconomy 


of Nature, to fix upon ſuch an intricate 
Texture of Veſſels as the Glands are, for 
the critical Diſcharge of any morbid Mat- 


ter. — But for that very End or Purpoſe, 


were they, perhaps, principally form'd: 


For they not only ſecern Fluids, which are 


return'd by particular Veins to cool and 
dijute the common Maſs of Blood, in order 
the better to keep on the wonderful Circu- 
lation, but they alſo by their peculiar vaſ- 
cular Texture, entangle, as it were, .and 
very frequently carry off ſuch Matter, as 
would otherwiſe be prejudicial to the Con- 
ſtitution : and this not only in Sickneſs but 


in Healch. — How often does Nature de- 


poſite a Matter in the inguinal and axillary 
Glands, to be critically diſcharged for the 
Benefit of the Conſtitution ? If this Matter 
is too groſs to pals theſe Strainers, a Tumor 
will ariſe, which will be more or leſs difh- 


cult to cure, according to the Nature of 


the obſtructing Matter, and the Scrics of 
Vellcls 
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Veſſels in which it is lodged. — Thus, if 
the Obſtructions are formed in that Order 
of Veſſels deſtin'd to carry the red Blood, 
from which the ſerous and lymphatic 
Juices are immediately ſecerned, there may 
be Hopes of the Tumor terminating in an 
Abſceſs by a mild Suppuration; bur if the 
Matter is of ſuch a Nature, as to have ac- 
tually paſſed into the next Order of Veſſels, 
whoſe Office is to ſeparate the lymphatic 
Humours from the red Blood, the Ob- 
ſtructions will be much more difficultly re- 
moved, as being too far from the impulſive 
Force of the Circulation. — But if the ob- 
ſtructing Matter has not been long confined, 
and the Veſſels not ruptured, or Joſt their 
elaſtic Forces, (F 26, 27, 28.) there may 
be Hopes of removing the Obſtruction by 
the Help of proper Remedies.— But at the 
ime we are attempting to reſolve theſe 
Obſtructions by external Applications, we 
ought carefully to exhibit ſuch gentle Pur- 
gatives as may carry out of the Habit the 
Matter of the Reſolution. 
$ 76. To what Degree of Putrefaction 
the healthy or ſound Juices of our Bodies 
may degenerate into, by a long Stagnation 
in the Glands, aſſiſted by the natural Ani- 
mal Heat, I will not take upon me to deter- 
mine, (as I ſaid before, 5 55.) But it 
| Þ 
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appears to me, that the Mixture of different 
Juices, which ſometimes fall accidentally 
into the Receptacles of the Glands, when 
weakened by. any external Cauſe, may 
greatly contribute to the different Degrees 
of Putrefaction and Corroſiveneſs of the 
Matter found in thoſe tumified Glands 
call'd Cancers. 

It is well known that the largeſt of the 
ſecretory Ducts of a Gland in a natural 
State, is ſmaller than the ſmalleſt of the 
capillary Arteries; for the leaſt of the 
evaneſcent Arteries can admit the red Blood- 
globules, which the largeſt of the glandular 
{ecretory Veſſels cannot in a ſound or natural 


State.— Let us then ſuppoſe a Gland has 


ſuffered ſome external Violence, by a Blow, 
or the like, ſo that its whole vaſcular Tex- 
ture becomes obſtructed, by which Means 
the ſecerning Organs may be ſo much en- 


| larged, as to admit ſome Particles of the 


Animal Fluids to paſs into the Gland, as 
ought to have been ſent off another Way : 
By this we may eaſily conceive, that a great 
Difference may ariſe in the Nature of theſe 
glandular Tumors. And this will more 
evidently appear by conſidering the Com- 
poſition of the Blood. | 

$ 77. A chymical Analyſis of the Blood 


informs us, that it contains much Oil, Salt, 
Ola 


(99) 
Sulphur, &c. hence it is term'd a Helero- 
geneous Fluid, the compounding Parts of 
which are of different Denſities. — For a 
red Blood-globule is fix ſerous Ones in 
Conjunction; and a ſerous Globule is com- 
poſed of fix lymphatic Ones, which ma 


be divided and ſub-divided, *till they be- 


come undiſcernable by the beſt Microſcopes, 
and ad infinitum. — Some of theſe Globules 
are more firmly, and intimately blended 
together than others, and their Coheſions 


more ſtrong; as that Order of Globules 


which compoſe the red Part of the Blood 


more ſtrongly cohere than the next Order, 
and ſo on. — The chymical Art has like- 


wiſe further inform'd vs, that the Lymph, 
which commonly paſſes eaſily thro* the 
Glands, contains but very little Oil, Salts, 
&c. whereas that Part of the Serum, which 
more ſtrongly and intimately coheres with 
the red Globules, is plentifully ſaturated 
with Oils and Salts.—Hence it may follow, 
that if the ſecretory Organs of a Gland, by 
any Cauſe, are too much enlarged, there 
will enſue an Error Loci of the Fluids: 
Viz. Some of the groſſer Parts of the Serum, 
and the red Blood, will paſs with the Lymph 
into the Gland, and there ſtagnating, may 
grow highly corroſive, and irritate the 
Nerves, cauſing great Pains; and freſh 
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( 100 ) 
Matter being puſhed upon the diſeaſed Part 
the Force of the Circulation, the fine 
_ Veſſels will be ruptured, and a large Col- 
lection of bloody lymphatic Juices will 
ſoon be accumulated, which, being diſ- 
charged, will be ſalt to the Taſte, Sc. as 
obſerved in & 32. Caſe the Second. 
But it would be tedious to endeavour to 
account for all the Differences which might, 
and do frequently happen in the Formation 
of ſchirrous and cancerous Tumors. Be- 
ſides, it requires a Perſon much better 
{killed in PH fology than I pretend to be, 
to do this in a maſterly and intelligible 
Manner, — Let it ſuffice then to ſay, 
that ſchirrous and cancerous Tumors, ariſing 
from external Cauſes, may differ greatly, 
according to what Part of the Animal- 
Juices is lodged in the Glands. 
$ 78. Toreturn again to our Propoſition, 
which is to ſhew, that cancerous Tumors, 
ſometimes, ariſing from an internal Cauſe, 
ſhould be rather deem'd Swellings, oc- 
caſioned by Nature's throwing ſome vitiated 
Matter upon the Glands, to be critically 
diſcharged, for the Cure of a peculiar 
Diſeaſe, than the very Beginning of that 
Diſeaſe, as obſerved before in § 54. 
I know cancerous Tumors have been 
generally look*d upon as occaſion'd FORE 
| y 


| ( 101 ) 
by the Stagnation of the Fluids in the 
Glands z which, by Time, contracting a 
highly corroſive and putrefactive Quality, 
give Riſe to thoſe peculiar Kinds of Tumors 
or Ulcers, calPd Cancers. — This, indeed, 
may be ſometimes the Caſe, and when it is 
ſo, it will generally follow, that an early 
Extirpation of the Tumor, will moſtly 
prove a radical Cure. — I fay an early Ex- 
tirpation, becauſe, if any Collections of 
the cancerous Matter is formed in the Tu- 
mor before Extirpation, the neighboring 
Parts, or, perhaps, the whole Habit may 
become diſcaſed, by ſome of the Matter 
being abſorbed, and ſo propagated, as it 
were by Inoculation. ($ 67.) But Ex- 
perience ſhews (as is abundantly con- 
firm'd by the Obſervations of practical 
Authors) that an early Extirpation of a 
Schirro-cancerous Tumor has been gene- 
rally far from proving a radical Cure ; (as 
obſerved in & 30.) Hence we may con- 
clude, that the Suppoſition of the long 
Continuance of a Schirro-cancerous Tumor 
being apt to infect the Maſs of Blood, and 
to render the Operation fruitleſs is erro- 
neous: Unleſs, as I ſaid before, it is let 
remain till there are any Collections of Mat- 
ter formed in the Tumor, and is ſuffer'd 
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to ulcerate. Mr. Sharp * poſitively ſays, 
That the mere Reſidence of a Schirrus for 
a length of Time, is not of itſelf a ſuffi- 
cient Motive for the Operation; and that 
he is ſo far from judging unfavourably of 
a Cancer under this Circumſtance, that, 
he thinks, we cannot have better Evidence 
of its Locality, than the little Injury it has 
already done to the Conſtitution. 

Had the cancerous Poiſon always fix'd 
on the Wound after the Operation, the 
Diſeaſe might have been ſuppoſed to have 
been exaſperated by it, or the ſucceeding 
Dreſſings, &c. from ſome actually affected 
Gland being left behind; or, if the Wound 
had moſtly been very difficult of Cure, 
it might have been thought owing to the 
whole Maſs of Blood being in a morbid 
or vitiated State in Cancers ariſing from an 
internal Cauſe. — But this is ſeldom the 
Cale; for the Wound frequently heals in a 
reaſonable Time after the Operation, ju— 
dicially perform'd; (fee & 38. page 41.) 
and yet the Cancer ſhall ſoon after tall on 
ſome remote Part of the Body. — From 
what Cauſe can this happen? The Operation 
is never perform'd, by a ſkilful Surgeon, 
when there are any Symptoms of Cancers 


Critical Enquiry, Oc. p. 106. 
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being form'd in Parts of the Body where 
the ee of ſome of them would 
be impraCticable. — For what would it 
avail to free the Patient of one Tumor, 
while others of the fame Kind remain'd ? 
— But Cancers have been very often known 
to return after Amputation, on Parts of 
the Body where there was not the leaſt 
Reaſon to ſuſpect their appearing while the 
extirpated Tumor was in Being. — Do 
not theſe Remarks argue greatly in favour 


of what I would evince, viz. That Nature 


having axed on the extirpated Part for the 
Lodgement of the vitiated Matter, and 
being, by the Operation, deprived of that, 
ſhe ſoon after fixes on ſome other glandular 
Part for the like Intention, i. e. in order 
for its Diſcharge ? — *Tis true, ſhe' gene- 
rally fixes on the Parts adjacent to where 
the Tumor was taken away, in a Relapſe, 
($ 8.) but this Obſervation, I preſume, is 
likewiſe in my Favour ; for the vitiated 
Matter being wont to be derived this Way, 
it will follow, that it will more frequently 
fix again on a Part near where the former 


Tumor was, than on a remote Part. — 


But what further confirms me in this O- 
pinion, is, that there are a greater Number 
of Hiſtories of Cancers being cured without 
Relapſes, amongſt ſuch as were of ſeveral 
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| Jl» Years ſtanding, than amongſt thofe who 


were reduced to the Operation very ſoon 
after their Appearance *. — Does not this 
appear as it Nature, in the former Caſes, 
had depoſited all the noxious atrabiliary 

Matter on the Glands in one Part ; while 
In the latter the Operation was perform'd 
before ſhe could compleat ſuch a Depo- 
ſition ? — However, I will not pretend to 
determine in this Caſe. — I have been the 
longer on this Head, becauſe it is of the 
utmoſt Importance to know when it is beſt 
to operate; and if in fome Particulars my 
Theory be erroneous, as the whole of it 
tends, [ hope, towards guiding us more 
ſafely in Extirpation, I flatter myſelf the 
Candid will excuſe me. | 

$ 79. It is obſerved by practical Au- 
thors T, That the vitiated Huinours 
which occaſion Head-achs, Rheumatiſms, 
or habitual and periodical Evacuations, 
ſometimes change their Courſe from 
Cauſes unknown, and paſſing to the 
Glands, produce an Obſtruction in them. 
All theſe Obitructions form at firſt no 
more than ſchirrous Swellings, but they 
may afterwards degenerate into Carci- 


e 


* Shayp's Critical Enquiry, Cc. P. 106. 
Le Dran's Operat. 7. 290. 


© nomas.? 


PP 


( 105 } 
© nomas.* — This, indeed, is moſt fre- 
quently the Caſe, but not always; for ſome- 
times a Cancer does ariſe, without having 
had any ſchirrous Tumor preceding it. — 
The Truth of this is confirm'd by the ce- 
lebrated Van Swieten *. 


OBSERVATION Xl. 


_ I ſaw, ſays he, a Fungus of a cancerous 
Nature that grew out of the great Toe, 
which came by the imprudent cutting off 
the Nail by a Surgeon in a Country-woman, 
having hurt that tender nervous Pulp which 
is ſeated under it; while the fame Surgeon: 
endeavour'd to conſume this Fungus, by 
corroding, Applications, the Irritation was 
ſo. great, as turned it into a horrid Cancer, 
whence the Part was afterwards obliged to 
be extirpated. 

He further adds, That it is neceſſary both 
for the Surgeon and Phyſician, to be ac- 
quainted, that a Cancer may be often feared, 
although. no Schirrus has preceded it. 

$ 80. When the vitiated Humours men- 
tioned 1n.$ 79, are tranſlated to the Glands; 
I look upon that Tranſlation as an En- 
deavour of Nature for the critical Diſcharge: 


Page 879, Tom. iſt. 


F LY of 


106 ) 


of them: And why in ſuch Caſes ſhe ean- 
not effect this; we have * endeavour'd 
to explain in $63, 64, 65. — But there 
is another Obſervation I have to make on 
this Head. — And here it will be neceſſary, 
firſt, to ſay, that if my Reader 1s not ac- 


quainted with Mr. Freke's Theory concern- 


ing the Formation of Pus Laudabile, &c. 
be would do well to read his Book, (en- 
titled, An Eſſay on the Art of Healing, &c.) 


for the better underſtanding this Diſ- 


"courſe... 

$ 81. We muſt obſerve, that where there 
are no ungovernable Fungus's attending 
cancerous Ulcers, yet they will not admit 
of being deterged by any Digeſtives ; and 
every one {killed in Surgery knows, that 
an Ulcer, with a putrid Bottom, can gene- 
rate no ſound healing Fleſh. 

To illuſtrate this Matter, ſuppoſe a 
Wound 'or Ulcer with fungous Fleſh ; if 


you reduce the Fungus with the Lapis Vi- 


triol. a thin Gleet will enſue; and if a 
large Quantity of it is applied, an Eſchar 
will be formed by the Solution of the vi- 
triolic Salts, and the Wound will look 


crud e: But if you deſtroy the Fungus by 


the YH cur. præciptatus ruber, a Slough in- 
deed or Eſchar is created; but yet you 
will have a Matter thicker than from com- 


mon 


; 
l 
0 

= 


Cw) 


mon Wounds that ſuppurate well. — This 
is a common Obſervation, but I never ſaw 
it reaſonably accounted for, *till I ſaw Mr. 


Freke's Eſſay, Sc. — While a Wound diſ- 
charges a very thin watery Sanies, no found 


Granulations ot Fleſh can ariſe; and though 


Wounds and Ulcers in any Conſtitution 
may grow fungous, and want to be reduced, 
yet, where there is no great Diſpoſition to 


heal, it is a Matter of more Conſequence 
than ſome young Surgeons may imagine, 


whether the Fungus is deſtroy d by the Lap. 
Jitriol. or Mercur. præcip. Any Caule, 
therefore, that will bring a Wound, or 
Ulcer, into ſuch Circumſtances as a Solution 
of tie Vitriol would do, cannot. heal. —- 


Was there to an Ulcer, or even to a com- 


mon Wound, a daily Application of a 


pretty ſtrong Eſcharotic, that would act in. 


the ſame Manner as the Lap. Vitriol. does, 
almoſt the fame Phenomena would be pro- 


duced as are obſerved in cancerous Ulcers, 


viz. The Part would grow painful, large 
| Sloughs would be created, and a Diſcharge 
of a bloody and fetid Gleet would enſue ; 
eſpecially if the Matter of the Sore did not 
find a ready Exit.— For what ſmells worſe 
than the extravalated bloody Juices of the 
Animal Body, when confined a Day or 
two in their natural Heat ? Witneſs the 
E 6 firſt 
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firſt Removal of the Dreſſings after an Am- 
putation. — Thus, by Degrees, the fleſhy 


Parts, and neighbouring principal Rivulets 


of Life, [the larger Blood-Veſſels,] being 
eroded and deſtroyed, the Patient at laſt 
muſt ſink into the Jaws of Death, by the 
repeated Diſcharges of the purple Stream. 
— Thus, I ſay, ſuch terrible Symptoms 
might be brought on, and ſuch Conſe- 
quences might enſue, by the continual Ap- 
plication of a corroſive Medicine, as are 
known frequently to happen in a Cancer, — 
It avails not, therefore, from what Cauſe 
ſuch a corroding Matter is produced, whe- 
ther by the natural Putrefaction of the 
Animal Juices, lodged in the Glands, pe- 

culiar in this Diſeaſe, or by a Medicine ap- 
plied byArt if their Actions on the human 
Body are alike, ſo will be their Effects. — 
In either Caſe then, it will be equally im- 
poſſible (ſuppoſing the Conſtitution other- 


_ wiſe perfectly ſound) that Nature can pro- 
duce any good Fleſh, or advance one Step 


towards healing; on the contrary, the Body 
muſt inevitably be deſtroy'd, if the Di- 


ſtemper is very violent; unleſs a Stop is 


put to it by Art. — Hence it follows, that 
this Theory leads us immediately in ſearch 
ct ſuch a Remedy as may act without Pain, 
correct, and, at the ſame Time, ou 3 

| ree 


( 109 ) 
free Diſcharge to the cancerous Matter, 


producing Effects ſomewhat ſimilar to Mer - 


cur. præcip. i. e. It ought to be able to re- 
duce the cancerous Fungi, and otherwiſe 
alter the vitiated State of this ſordid Ulcer; 
leaving the Bottom of it capable of diſ- 
charging good Pus; the Conſequence of 
which would ſoon be a healing State. 
have, for a long Time paſt, employ'd 


all Opportunities in ſearch of ſuch a Trea- 


| ſure; but alas! hitherto my Attempts have 
proved abortive ; nothing has occurr'd 
worth communicating to the Public. 
It I ſhould ſucceed” the leaſt in my En- 
deavours, (Di cæptis adſpirate meis) and 
this Eſſay meets with a favourable Recep- 
tion, I will faithfully make known my Suc- 


ceſs. — In the mean Time, as I think the 


Foundation I would build upon is juſt, I 
hope thoſe who have ſuperior Abilities, and 
greater Opportunities than I pretend to, 
will not be wanting in their Endeavours 
for ſuch a deſirable Diſcovery. — Tis true, 
ſome cancerous Tumors are extremely large, 
and the Fungi attending them enormous; 
fo that, as I ſaid before, J 46. perhaps no 
Remedy without the Knife will be able to 
ſubdue them; but notwithſtanding, if ſuch 
a Remedy could be luckily hit upon, as I 
have juſt now mentioned, what — 

i Ef- 
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Effects might ariſe from the Application 
of it after the Operation! 

$82. In ſchirro-cancerous Tumors ariſing 


from an internal Cauſe, ſuch Symptoms 


having preceded, as are enumerated in 
$ 54, 79, we are not immediately to pro- 
ceed to the Operation, but firſt endeavour, 
as much as poſſible, to bring the Body into. 
a ſound and healthful State. 
This is the illuſtrious Boer haave's O- 
pinion, who in his five hundred and fifth 
Aphoriſm, ſays, * © The Cauſe of a Cancer 
| © ſhould be removed together with it, or 
© rather before the Tumor is extirpated. 


FBut unleſs the diſeaſed Part can be en- 


« tirely extirpated, it ought to be let 
alone.“ 

As to what reſpects the latter Part of 
this Aphoriſm, is ds obſerved in 8 33 
of this Eflay. 

T he Cauſe of a Cancer will be beſt re- 
moved by ſuch a Regimen and Remedies 
as are hinted at in & 38; but more fully to 
be ſpoke to in the Sequel of this Diſcourſe. 

$83. A cancerous Tumor ſuddenly a- 
riſing from an internal Cauſe, and encrealing 


* Cauſa cancri tollenda cum cancro, wel antequam tol- 
Iatur ille. 


Mi integre auferri queat, relinquendus eff, 


8 
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faſt, will be much more difficult of Cure 


than a Cancer from an internal Caufe, which 


encreaſing flowly, may give Time to have 
the Habit mended previous to the Opera- 
tion, — But in the former Caſe, if the Tu- 
mor is tending to ulcerate, in ſpite of our 
beſt Endeavours to prevent it, we ſhould 
adviſe the Operation, provided the Tumor 


is moveable, Sc. by F 35. — A few Days 


after the Operation, the Patient ought to 
be put into a ſpitting Courſe, to be en- 
creaſed to ſuch a Quantity per Diem, and 


to be continued ſuch a length of Time as 
the Circumftances of the Diſeaſe ſhall de- 


mand, and the Patient's Strength of Con- 
ftitution will allow : Then complete the 
Cure with a ſtrong Decoction of Lign. 
Guigic. The Perſon muſt afterwards re- 


hgiouſly abſtain from all aromatized, 
ſmoked, pickled, ſouſed, or ſalted Meats, 


and all Kinds of ſpirituous Liquors. - 
In ſhort, ſuch a Diet is indicated here, as 
is proper for a Perſon that has a Cancer con- 
tinuing. — A great Part of his Food ought 
to be of Milk and ſome Kinds of Vege- 
tables. — A ſtrict Regard ought to be had 
to all the Non-Naturals; and if the Patient 
has lived much in the modern Way of 
Luxury, theſe Changes in Diet, Sc. ſhould 
not be made all at once; becauſe, as the 
| | very 
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very learned Dr. Mead * obſerves, all ſud- 
den Changes are dangerous, and therefore 
every Alteration in the Way of living ought 
to be made by Degrees. + 

$ 84. My Reader may ſee, that to pre- 
vent a | Relapſe, I lay a chief Streſs on the 
Regimen and Method of living to be ob- 
ſerved after the Operation; which if duly 
perſevered in, will, not only in this Di- 
ns but in many others, work Won- 
ders. 

But it is not a few Weeks, nay, I had 
almoſt ſaid Years, that will anſwer this. 
Purpoſe. — I don't know whether there 1s. 
an abſolute Neceflity. for the Patient's con- 
tinuing in this abſtemious Way of Living. 
to his Life's End; but, it he does, he will 
ſtand the beſt Chance of keeping off the 
Diſeaſe: And ſure Health obtained at the 
eaſy Rate of reſtraining the Palate, is worth: 
the Purchaſing, 

Beſides the Diet above-mention'd, the 
Patient ought to loſe Blood, and take 
gentle Purgatives, at proper Intervals ;. 
eſpecially. at both Spring and Fall, 

I could quote many Authors in. ſupport: 
of this Doctrine, did I think it needed 
any; but the Benefit which mult accrue 


* Monit. & Pracep. Med. de. Vite Regimine. 
f from. 
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from ſuch a Method is ſo obvious, that I 
hope what I have ſaid will have Weight 
enough to have it put in Practice. — But 
in theſe Caſes, as well as in many others, 
there is no preſcribing ſet Rules, without 
ſome Exceptions. *Tis certain the Pa- 
tient's Conſtitution, and many other Cir- 
* ought to direct us how to 
a 

To fay that few Patients will be ſubject 
to the Method preſcribed after the Opera- 
tion, is nothing to the Purpoſe : If the 
Patient will not be ruled, and the Diſorder 
returns, neither the Surgeon nor Phyſician 
ought to be blamed : But a Prognoſtication 
of the Conſequences which may. enſue from 
Errors of this Kind, ought to be duly made 
before the Operation is attempted. 


OBSERVATION XII. 


A middle aged Woman, during Geſta- 
tion with her firſt Child, complained fre- 
quently of darting Pains in her right Breaſt; 
atter ſhe had gone about half her Reckon- 
ing, a ſmall unequal Knot, of the Size of 
a common E ilberd, was diſcovered in the 
inferior Part of it. — She was bled, but 
had nothing further done 'till after her De- 
livery, In the Time of her Lying: in, the 
Lochia 
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Lochia were diſcharged in a moderate 
Quantity *cill the 4th Day, when they en- 
tirely diſappeared, and her Breaſts became 
turgid with Milk. The Knot in the 
right Breaſt enlarged conſiderably, grew 
more painful at Times; and the exterior 
Part of the Breaſt was ſwelled, red, and 
inflamed, A Woman, who Was judged | 
to have ſome Skill in Surgery, applied a 
Cataplaſm of Mallows and Milk to the 
whole Breaſt, and brought the inflamed 
Part to Suppuration. The Abſccts broke 
of itſelf, and diſcharged near a Pint of a 
thinaiſh, green coloured, ill-digeſted Mat- 
ter. — This Breaſt never was drawn, but 
the Child ſucked heartily of the other, — 
A Month after ſhe was brought to Bed, 
on October 24, 1746, I was deſired to at- 
tend her. I found her ſitting in a 
Chair, much dejected with the Suppoſition 
that her Breaſt maſt be amputated. She 
had a ſmall equal Pulſe, her Skin felt dry, 
the Tongue was white and moiſt, ſhe was 
thirily, but had no Appetite to any ſolid 
Food. her chief Diet being thin Milk-broth. 
Ee | removed a great many linen Cloths, 
wet with a thin Gleet, and a Pledget of 
black Baſilicon from an Ulcer on the ex- 
terior Part of the Breaſt, the Orifice of 
which would admit three or four Fingers: 
There 
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There were ſeveral other Holes, which the 
Matter had made thre? the Skin, that com- 
municated with each other, and with the 
large one above. I paſs'd my Probe 
into a Sinus, that went from the loweſt of 
the ſmall Holes or Orifices to the inferior 
interior Part of the Breaſt, under a hard 
unequal Tumor, the Bigneſs of a Pigeon's 
Egg, which felt looſe, and as if partly ſe- 
parated from the Breaſt by the Suppuration. 
All the Skin on the under Side of the Breaſt 
was flaccid, like an empty Bag; had a 
mortified Appearance, and, on Preflure, 
about two Ounces of a fetid watry Sanies 
was diſcharged thro” the ſmall Orifices in 
the Skin. — Some of the perfectly morti- 
fied Cutis was cut off with my Sciflars, 
without the Loſs of any Blood, by which 
Means, all the ſmall Holes were reduced 
to one. - The Fleſh underneath looked 
of a-darkiſh red Colour, —— The Lips of 
the large ſuperior Ulcer, were thick, red, 
and inflamed. The Breaſt ſeemed to have 
no Milk in it, was ſomewhat leſs than the 
other, and the ſuperior Part of it was of 
its natural Complexion. 

The Teguments on the Tumor were of 
the natural Colour of the ſound Skin, but 
had ſeveral ſmall varicous Veins, which, 
ſhe ſaid, had been a great deal larger, but 

ſince 
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 fince the Suppuration were much ſubſided. 
— She complained of frequent pricking 


Pains in the Tumor, which, for ſome 
Nights paſt, had kept her from flceping. 


The ulcerated Parts were fomented with 


a ſtrong Infuſion of Fol. Abfi nu h. com. Flor, 
Chamemeli, & Centaur. min. in ig. bullient, 


— I dreſs'd them up with ſoft Doſſils of 


Lint dipt in Liniment. Arcæi part. ij. Bal- 
fam. Capivi & Tereb. Venet. dd part. j. gently 
melted together; and over all a Cataplaſin 


made with a ſtrong Decoction of Lig. 


Guaic. * and Oat-meal flour, with a ſmall 
Quantity of Acet. Vini all. and Ol. Roſar. 
-— But before the Application of the Poul- 


tice, the Tumor, in the interior Part of the 


Breaſt, was covered with Ung. ae Minio 
camphor. ſpread upon fine Cloth. 

An emollient Clyſter was injected, on 
account of her not having had a Stool for 
a Week paſt; and ſhe took a few Spoon- 
fuls oj a cordial Julep Ata quaque Bord. 

The 25th, in the Morning ſhe thought 


herſelf better, the Breaſt being a little 


eaſter : The Clyſter gave her two Motions 
in the Night. 

The 26th and 27th ſhe -ontinued eb 
the ſame; about two Ounces of a watry 


* Vide Med. Eſſays, Vol. v. Art. ix. 


Sanies 
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Sanies being ſqueezed out from the Breaſt 
at every Dreſſing. 
On the 28th there was little Alteration : 
But her left Breaſt had been very uneaſy all 
the laſt Night ; it looked red, and inflamed 
in the inferior interior Part; and the next 
Day, after the Application of a ſuppurative 
Cataplaſm, there appeared a pretty large 
circumſcribed Tumor, which, in a few 
Days, came to Suppuration; when, with 
my Lancet, I diſcharged about three Ounces 
of Pus !audabile. — The Milk daily leſ- 
ſening, ſhe was obliged to wean the Child, 
and the Brealt was healed in ten Days after, 
by the ordinary Means uſed in ſuch 
Caſes. | 
The ſame Method of Dreſſing and Ap- 
plications to the right Breaſt, were con- 
tinued *cill the 31ſt, when the Lips of the, 
ſuperior Ulcer were grown thinner, leſs in- 
flamed, and diſcharged good Matter: The 
Skin on the inferior Ulccr, from whence I 
had cut off that which was mortified, began 
likewiſe to ſkew Signs of Digeſtion, by ſe- 
parating all the diſeaſed Part from the 
found, which looked like an Eſchar, made 
with a Cauſtic, quite round the Sore. 

There was daily an Ounce of ichorous 
Matter preſſed out of the Sinus, that ran 


under the ſchirrous Knot. 
The 


CT] 

The Uſe of the ſame Dreflings was con- 
tinued *till the zth of November, when the 
Cataplaſm was omitted; both Sores diſ- 
Charging good Pus ; but an ill-· condition'd 
Matter ſtill flow'd from the Sinus upon 
Preſſure. 

The Varices in the Teguments were al- 
moſt gone, but the Tumor ſtill retained its 
Size and Hardneſs, tho' it was not quite lo 
painful. 

Hler Thirſt was abated, Tenge clean, 
the Urine depoſited a laudable Sediment; 
which it had not done before; having thro | 
the Courſe of the Diſtemper been turbid ; 
her Pulſe was more full and free; but the 
Coſtiveneſs ſtill remaining, I order'd her 
daily to take a Knife's Point- full of a laxa- 
tive Electuary. 

Her Diet was all along ſmall Chicken 
and Milk-Broth, with a moderate Uſe of 
White-Wine Whey. — Her Fears ſtill con- 
tinuing concerning what might be the Con- 
ſequence of the ſchirrous Knot after the 
Breaſt ſhould be healed ; I propoſed the 
Extirpation of the Tumor, which ſhe 
agreed to; and according, the next Morn- 
ing, I diſſected it out, with a ſmall Portion 
of the circumjacent found Fleſh which ad- 
hered to the Tumor, leſt I ſhould leave any 
diſcaſed Gland or Part behind, which ways 
e 
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be the Occaſion of future Trouble. The 
Branch of an Artery bled pretty'freely, but 
was ſtopp'd with a Ligature : The Wound 
was dreſs'd with dry Lint, and a Pledget 
of the aforeſaid Digeſtive ; and over theſe 

a Plaiſter of Ung. de Minio camphor. which 
| were ſecured from coming off by a mode- 
rate looſe Bandage. ' By means of this Ope- 
ration the Sinus, from whence the Sanies 
daily iſſued, was laid open, ſo that I dreſs'd 
to the Bottom of it. November the roth 
the Applications were removed, and the 
Wound appeared with a tolerable Aſpect. 
It was fomented, and dreſs'd with Doſſils 
of Lint dipt in the ſame ſoft Digeſtive 
warm'd over the Fire, with the Addition 
of a little Mercur. precip. rub. on Account 
of the Bottom of the Wound looking a 
little ſordid: The other Sores began to 
incarn apace. 

The 11th and 12th there was little Al- 
teration : The Dreſſings the fame. 
The 13th the Wound digeſted good 
Matter, and was grown clean: It was 
dreſs'd with dry Lint ; ; the reſt as before. 

At proper Intervals ſhe took, ad horam 
ſomni, Pills of Mercur. dulcis, which were 
work'd off the following Mornings with 
lenient Cathartics. 


The 
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The Sins Method of Dreſſing was con- 
tinued till the goth of December following, 


when the Breaſt was dr cica· 


trized. 

She has not been over-cautious in her 
Diet ſince her Illneſs; has had another 
Child ; and, in the Year 1751, went thro' 
much Grief and Fatigue for the Loſs of 
her Huſband : But notwithſtanding, con- 
tinues free from any of her former Com- 
plaints. 


OBSERVATION XII. 


In April 1746, a Woman, (of the Pariſh 
of Cheſton, paſt the Time of Life for her 
natural Evacuations, of a pretty healthy 
Conſtitution, except now and then troubled 
with a Pain in her Stomach, which fre- 
quently went off with a Diarrhea,) ſhew'd 
me her right Breaſt,” in the interior inferior 


Side of which, was a hard moveable Knot 


the Bigneſs of a Walnut: The cutaneous 


Veins * were inclining to be varicous, and 
the Teguments look'd red, about the 


Breadth of a crown Piece over the Tumor, 


or rather a little on one Side of it. She 


* 'The cutaneous Veins in both her Breaſts were 
zat much larger than is common in moſt Women. 


Was 
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was the Mother of ſeveral Children, and 
in her laſt two Lyings-in, this Part of her 
Breaſt had been much ſwell'd and trouble- 
ſome to her. — But ſhe did not perceive 
any Knot *till about a Twelvemonth * 45 
it having been that Time, as ſhe ſaid, 
dually encreaſing to the preſent Size. Siace 
the Appearance of the Knot, ſhe had a 
kind of Numbneſs in that Side of her Breaſt, 
and lately pricking Pains, as ſhe term'd 
them, as if T's 1 thruſt into the Tu- 
mor. 

The Morning before J ſaw the Breaſt, 
ſhe had pulled off a gummous Plaiſter, 
which ſhe had been adviſed to apply to 
bring the Tumor to Suppuration ; but it 
making the Tumor fo extremely unealy, | 
ſhe was determined to leave it off, I or- 
der'd her to be immediately bled ; to purge 
with Sal Mirab. Glaub. Aiflolved in Cheeſe- 
Whey; and to apply a cooling Lotion of 
Ag. Rojar. and Acet. Litharg. to prevent the 
encreaſing Inflammation of the Skin: 1 
likewiſe adviſed her to a low Diet. Theſe 
Remedies had ſo good an Effect, that in 
two Months after, when I ſaw her again, 
there was no Inflammation on the Breaſt ; 
the YVarices were much leſs, and ſhe com- 
plained of little or no Pain; but the Tu- 
nior continued its former Size. 
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The Michnetmas following, Bleeding and 
Purging were repeated, altho' the Breaſt 
continued in the ſame State. 

In May 1747, the Tumor began to grow 
painful again, ſhe having uſed hard Exer- 
ciſe, and being poor, was unwilling to 


trouble me a ſecond Time, becauſe what 1 


had done for her before was gratis. She 
therefore, for a few Days, try'd the Effects 
of a Cataplaſm of ſome emollient Herbs; 
but the Tumor enlarging, and growing 


more painful, ſhe came to me. The ſchir- 


rous Knot was now encreaſed to the Size 


of a Pullet's Egg ; the cutaneous Veins 


were again grown more varicous, and the 
common Teguments of all the inferior in- 
terior Side of the Breaſt were much ſwelled 
and \inflamed. —— Bleeding was repeated 
twice, and Purging three or four I imes; 


the Lotion before preſcribed was uſed again; 


and her common Food was Milk and Cheeſe- 
Whey. Theſe Things eaſed the Pains, took 
off the Inflammation, and leflen'd the va- 


ricous Veins; but the Tumor remained 


hard, without the leaſt decreafing in Size; 


Nay, I rather thought it grew bigger. 


I then propoſed Extirpation to her, which 
ſhe with ſome Reluctancy conſented to. 
Accordingly, the Operation was performed 
in the Beginning of April, and the Breaſt. 

Was 
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was completely healed by the latter End of 
the following June. | 

I extirpated the Tumor with a little of 
the ſurrounding ſound Fleſh, which together 
weighed two Qunces and a half. 

The Tumor appeared to be an indurated 
fieſhy Subſtance. 

A Week after the Operation, I put her 
imo a gentle Sahvation, which was con- 
tinued a Fortnight; and afterwards the 
took a Decoction of Lign. Guaic. and con- 
tinues well to this Day, Dec. 1, 1752. 

The Wound was healed by the ſimple 
Applications of dry Lint and Digeſtive. 

N. B. She never had any Pain in ber 
Stomach after the Diſorder appeared in her 
Breaſt. 

8 85. Having proceeded thus far, my 
Reader may, perhaps, think I have been 
too prolix on ſome Things, while I have 
been too concife in others. — I think little 
has been ſaid as to what internal Medicines 
are molt proper in Caſes where we propoſe 


reſolving the Tumors. oof 
4 

if we conſider the Nature of this Di- 
ſtemper, (F 23. 58.) it may perhaps be 58 
thought, that Mercury bids faireſt to anſwer 34 
the Intention of Reſolution, both as an in- 21 


e 
* er 
* _ 


ternal and as an external Medicine : 
Mercury certainly does ſeem the beſt cal- 
G 2 culated 
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culated for this Purpoſe z becauſe it acts not 
immediately upon the red Blood, but upon 
the ſerous and lymphatic Juices ; therefore, 
if applied before the Veſſels have loſt their 
organic Force, it may be of Service, by 
§ 25, 26,.27,' 28. But if given after- 
wards, it may prove of the molt pernicious 
Conſequence. 
RB It may be aſked, by the young Surgeon, 
How it comes to paſs, that Mercury is of 
ſuch falutary Effects, after the Operation, 
altho* ſo hurtful before, ($ 38.) unleſs while 
the Tumor is in a State capable of being 
reſolved ; and that even in the laſt Caſe, 
it is better not to give it ſo as to raiſe a 
Salivation ? I anſwer, that whenever a can- 
cerous Tumor 1s too far adyanced to be re- 
ſolved, it has been found by Experience, 
that every Thing which encreaſes the Mo- 
mentum and Velocity of the Blood, is inju- 
rious; on which Account the moſt ſkilful 
Phyſicians and Surgeons do always caution 
their Patients, labouring with Cancers, againſt 
all Kinds of Exerciſe, that may occaſion 
too briſk a Circulation. — Hence, ſays 
the ingenious Van Swieten, * the public 
+ Charity can never be better beſtowed, 
* than in providing for thoſe unhappy 


Comment. Page 897. Tom. 1ſt, 


Wo- 
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, Women, who labouring with occult Can- 
* cers, are nevertheleſs obliged to get their 
Bread by hard Work*. — That Mercury 
does encreaſe the Momentum and Velocity of 
the Blood, we are convinced 4 Poſterior. 
Mercury by its Gravity, (which exceeds that 
of the Blood-globules more than ten Times 
in Weight) will, when mixed with the 
Blood, greatly increaſe its impulſive Force; 
by which Means any viſcid Matter, ob- 
ſtructing the Glands in their proper Office, 
will, if the Glands be ſound) be more eaſily 
protruded, or forced into the larger Veſſels, 
where it may be diſpoſed to paſs off by 
ſome of the Outlets: But if the fine Veſ- 
ſels of the Glands have loſt their elaſtic or 
reſtitutive Forces, Mercury produces no ſa- 
lutary Effects, by $ 26.— On the contrary, 
the Humors being ſuddenly, and violently 
thrown upon the weaken'd Glands, the 
over-{tretched Parts muſt ſoon give Way, 
their Conformation be deftroy'd, the Con- 
ſequence of which is obvious. — Hence we 


learn, that Mercury given after the Opera- 


tion, ſuppoſing ſome immediate ſlightly 
affected Gland left behind, capable of Re- 


ſolution, might be cured by a gentle 
Salivation. 


$ 86. I muſt take Notice here, that if 
Mercurius emeticus flavus, or ſuch other 
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rough Preparations of Mercury, have ever 
done Service in cancerous Caſes, it muſt 


have been whilſt the Tumors were recent : 
But thoſe who have preſcribed ſuch Medi- 
cines, not duly conſidering or obſerving 


the State of the Tumors when they gave 


them, and having by Chance, perhaps, ob- 
ſerved that they really did good ſometimes, 
have therefore indiſcriminately recom- 


mended them in every Caſe ; ſo that ſome 


of thoſe who have followed their Direction, 


finding in general the bad Effects of them, 


not having, tis likely, ever had a proper 
Subject to work upon (as is frequently the 
Caſe) have therefore been the Reaſon f 
their being univerſally condemned in every 
Stage of the Diſtemper. 

$ 87. I cannot take upon me to ſay how 
far the rougher Preparations of Mercury 
may be of Service in reſolving cancerous 
Tumors, having never uſed any of them 
for that Intention. — At preſent, I ſhould _ 


rather recommend the crude Mercury, made 


into Pills with a little Rhubarb. S. A. One 
of theſe Pills may contain about ten Grains 
of Mercury, more or leſs, according to the 
-onſtitution of the Patient. Give one of 


| theſe Pills every, or every other Night, ad 


horam ſomni, as long as the Patient can 


bear them, avoiding by all Means a Sali- 


vation : 
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vation: To prevent which, the Patient 
may be purged once or twice in a Week. 


with a little Sal Mirab. Glaub. diſſolved in 


a Pint of Cheeſe-Whey, if the Mercury 
Pills do not work themſelves off ſufficiently. 
—The Tumor may be gently rubbed every 
Night with ſome Ung. Mercuriale *, and 
afterwards cover'd with a Piece of ſoft 


Leather, or Flannel. — Bleeding may be 


advited at proper Intervals; a cooling Diet, 
with Milk, &c. eſpecially if there are Signs 
of Inflammation: But a perfect Regularity 
of all the Non - Naturals ought to be duly 
obſerved in every Caſe. 


$ 88, If the Diſeaſe is fuppoſed to ariſe 


from the Obſtruction of any natural or præ- 


ternatural Evacuations, as whether they be 
the Menſes, the Hemorrhoids, or the ſudden 
Healing up of fome habitual Ulcer, c. 
thoſe Diſcharges ought to be promoted 
again, if poſſible, Regard being had to the 
Diſeaſe in hand: If an Ulcer has been dry'd 
up, an Iſſue may ſupply its Place, and is 
very neceſſary. — Such artificial Drains are 


likewiſe very ſalutary at that Period of Life 


when the Catamenia leave the Sex. If thoſe 
habitual Evacuations return again, and tlie 
Patient enjoys good Health, if you are not 


* Fide Page 46, of this Eſſay. 
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lucky enough to diſſolve or diſperſe the 
Tumor, you may then with Safety extir- 
pate it. — If the Tumor has been of ſome 


Time ſtanding, without much Pain, its 


Growth having been very ſlow, the Opera- 
tion 1s then very likely to be attended with 
Succeſs ; even though the Patient ſhould 
not obſerve the Regimen, &c. ſo punctu- 


ally as he ought to do after the Extirpation. 


— But I would by no Means adviſe any 
Hazards to be run of this Kind, leſt the 
worſt ſhould follow. 

$ 89. We ought, in all ſchirro-cancerous 
Tumors, to be extremely cautious in ap- 
plying any mercurial and gummous Plaiſter 
of a very adheſive Nature, altho' extolled 
with the Names of Diſcutients or Reſolvents. 
One Inſtance of the bad Effects of them, 
which lately fell under my Inſpection, I 
ſhall preſent the Reader with, as follows. 


OBSERVATION XIV. 


A middle-aged Woman, (the Mother of 
ſeveral Children, ſubject to nervous Com- 
plaints, and a little addicted to the Drink- 
ing of ſpirituous Liquors) in her laſt Lying- 
in, obſerved the Nipple of her right Breaſt 


a little tuck'd in, with a Knot near it, and 


another lower in the inferior Part of the 


Breaſt. 


„„ 
Breaſt.— She was adviſed not to ſuckle the 
Child at that Breaſt; and accordingly, 
ſimple Diachylon Plaiſters were applied to 
dry up the Milk. Soon after the Nipple 
of the other Breaſt excoriated; upon which 
ſhe weaned the Infant, and dry'd up the 
Milk in that Breaſt likewiſe. T'wo Months 
after her Lying-in ſhe menſtruated, but 
not ſo much as common ; the Knots in her 
right Breaſt grew uneaſy with pricking 
darting Pains. She then applied to a Prac- 
titioner, who covered all the Breaſt with a 

mercurial gummous Plaiſter ; bled, and 
purged her once afterwards, with Pulv. Ja- 
lapii and Crem. Tartar. A Week after the 
Application of the Plaiſter, the Tumors 
began to grow more painful, and the whole: 
Breaſt troubled her with a continual Itching. 
She then came to me. I removed the 
Plaiſter, and found the Breaſt full: of red 
Pimples, excoriated, in ſome Parts, the 
Breadth of a Six-pence, the under Side red, 
ſwelled, and inflamed ; the Knot near the 
Nipple, unequal, of the Bigneſs of a Wal- 
nut, but not very hard; the Fumor below, 
felt like that above, as to the Induration: 
and Inequality of it, but it was larger and 
more fixed in the Breaſt than the ſuperior 
one. I covered all the excoriated Places 
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with Ung. alb. camphor, ſpread upon fine 
Cloth; and order'd her frequently to apply 
in the Day-time, to the inflamed Part of 
the Breaſt, a Lotion of Acet. com. part. j. 
Ag. Roſar. alb. part. iv. with a few Grains 
of Sacchar. ſatur. juſt warm with linen 
_ Cloths, and to let them lay *til} near dry, 
before ſhe renewed them. 5 Dl 

I bled her to the Quantity of ten Ounces, 

and preſcribed her the following Internals. 


R Mercur. dulcis gr. v. Conſerv. Roſar. 
rubr. g. 5. f. Bolus, hora ſomni ſumen- 
dus, cras mane hauſt. ſequent. capiat. 

N Sal. mirab. Glaub. ver. 3 j. Manna opt. 
5/8. diſſolvantur in Ag. font. Ziv. cola. 


Theſe Medicines were repeated twice in 
a Week, for a Fortnight, when the Tumors 
grew rather leſs, the Pains quite gone, and 
the Breaſt was reſtored to its natural Com- 
plexion. — I preſcribed her a cooling Diet, 
bur ſhe did not obſerve my Directions ſo 
well as ſhe ſhould have done; only in the 
Room of Brandy, which ſometimes ſhe 
mixed with a little Water, and drank at 
her Meals, ſhe now condefcended to 
drink White-Wine and Water. The Tu- 
mors remain ſtill in her Breaſt for op 
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E know, having heard nothing from her 
lately *. 
$90. In Caſes where the Surgeon is not 
applied to till the Diſeaſe is far advanced, 
and he ſufpects ſuch Parts affected as can- 


not be eaſily extirpated, he is then by no 
Means to undertake the Operation, unleſs: 


by the poſitive Command of the Patient, 
who ought to have the Danger of a Re- 
lapſe fairly explained to him, by F 12. 


Here the palliative Method ſhould be 


recommended, under the Advice of ſome 
prudent Phyſician, if the Patient's Circum- 
ſtances will admit of it. — Sed ubi res ſunt 
anguſtæ domi, we may, if the Symptoms 
are urgent, preſcribe frequent venæ- ſections, 
cooling Lotion to the Parts affected, of Acet. 
Litharg. diluted with Ag. Roſar. &c. gentle 
Purgatives of Sal Mirab. Glaub. Manna, 
Tamarind, Sena, Caſſia, Magnefia alba, and: 
all ſuch moderate Laxatives as open the 


Belly without raiſing any Commotion in 


the Blood and Juices. — If the Tumor is. 


ulcerated, we are to proceed as directed in 


949, 50 
The 1 Diet indicated in this Diftemper, 


may be compoſed of moſt of the farinaceous 


Subſtances, as Wheat, Oats, Rice, Sc. we 


I * "Tis now four Years ſince I ſaw her: 
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Do 
may likewiſe in ſome Caſes, allow of the 
lighter Kinds of Animal food; ſuch as 
Chicken, Turkey, Veal, and Lamb for 
Dinner; the Breakfaſt and Supper may 
be of Milk, or ſome of its Preparations; 
Aſſes Milk drank every Morning has been 
found of great Service in palliating this 


Diſtemper; where there is great Pain, Ano- 


dynes are very proper; good ſmall Beer, 
or ſmall Mead, may be uſed for common 
Drink at Meals: There are many Vege- 
tables good in this Diſeaſe, as we have al- 
ready obſerved in $ 38. Theſe in general 
ought to be of the ſoft emollient Kind ; 
always avoiding thoſe of an acrid Nature; 
as Onions, Garlick, Leeks, Horſe-radiſh, 
Scurvy-graſs, Brook - lime, Indian- creſ- 

cs, Wc | | 
89 91. We ought always to order ſuch a 
Diet, Sc. as may oppoſe and correct the 
known Acrimony of the Humors. Thus, 
it the Patient is of a putrid ſcorbutic Habit, 
joined to an atrabiliary Temperature, all 
Kinds of Pulſe and Grain, with ſoft Garden 


Fruits and Herbs, are proper; ſuch as | 


Strawberries, Barberries, Cherries, Oranges, 
Sorrel, Sc. add to theſe the four greater 
cold Seeds, Whey, Butter-Milk, thin De- 
coctions of the Shavings of Harts- horn, 
Honey, Cc. But if an atrabiliary, or me- 
5 lancholy 


. (133) 
lancholy Temperature of the Juices chiefly 
predominates, the following Hydromel, 
Joined with ſuch a Diet as is mentioned in 
$ 90. will be of very great Benefit. 
R Scob. Lign. Guaiaci Ib/s. 
| Bardana Thy. Fol. Verbaſci M. vj. 
ce. 751 


Put theſe Ingredients into a Kettle, with 
one Pound of ſton'd Raiſins, and four 
Pounds of Honey; meaſure to them four 
Gallons of ſoft running Spring- Water; ſtir 
them well together, and take the Depth of 
the Liquor by a Notch in a Stick; then 
pu into the Kettle two Gallons more of 

ater, and with a gentle Fire, boil the 


Liquor down to four Gallons, that is, to 
the Mark in the Stick: Pour off the Liquor 


from the Ingredients, whilſt hot, gently 


ſqueezing them with your Hand: When 


it is cool enough, work it up with a little 
Yeaſt, as you would do Ale. | 
In the mean Time hang into a proper 


Radicum = 


\ 


Veſſel, in a Bag with a Stone in it to fink 


it, the following Ingredients :. 


R Fler. recentium Papaveris erratici Ihij. 
vel Ibiij. Cortici ſaſſafras ths. Uvarum 
paſſarum granis exemptis Why. miſce. 
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Tun the Liquor to the Bag; What works 
pour back into the Veſſel; 
and when it has. done working, draw the 
Bag up a Hand's Breadth from the Bottom, 
and pour into it a Pint, (Wine Meaſure) 
of Vinum Antimoniale. — Bung it cloſe, and 
in a Week, or ten Days after, you may 
broach and draw it into Bottles. — Let the 
Patient take of this Drink, a Quarter of a 
Pint, three or four Times in a Day, be- 

tween Meals. 8 


I make the Vinum Antimoniale i in the fol- 


| lowing Manner, 


R Vr Amtimonit pulv. Iſs. vin al 


b. Macerentur fine calore, & per 
chartam coletur. 


12 N. B. m the Winter- time T always uſe 


the dry'd Flowers of wild Poppies; a Pound 
I have found 
the Uſe of the preceding Flydromel, not 
only ſerviceable in Cancers actually formed, 


but likewiſe have experienced the good Ef. 


fects of it in Women at that Period of Life 
when their natural Evacuations are about, 
er have left them. I have great Reaſon to 
believe, that, by the Uſe of it, along with. 
gentle mercurial Purgatives, a proper Diet, 
with an Iſſue in each Leg, I have prevented 
Cancers ; 3 


by E, 
Cancers; at leaſt, I am fure, I have pre- 
ferved them otherwiſe in Health. I have 
ſometimes made the Hydromel itſelf a gentle 
Purgative by the Addition of a little Sena: 
Tho? in ſome Conſtitutions, it will always 
rove ſo by virtue only of the Fin. antimon. 
have ſometimes made the antimonial Wine 
with the Crocus Metallorum. 
$ 92. In $82, we have faid, that the 
Cauſe of a Cancer ought rather to be re- 
moved before the Tumor is extirpated. — 
* But”, as the ingenious Van Swieten ob- 
ſerves, * © The Severity of the Difeaſe 
often urges, and will give no Time of 
* correcting the known Acrimony of the 


Comment. p, 902. Verum ſerpe urget mali a- 
trocitas, negus datur tempus corrigendi cognitam Bu- 
* morum acrimonium ante extirpationem, cum metus fit, 
s me ulceratus cancer vicina inficiat loca, vel mali gnas 

© radices in profundum dimittat, ficque impoſſibilem extir- 
* pationem reddat : unde tunc prefiat, flatim cancrum 
| © reſcindere & atinge idongo wvittu, debitiſque remediis, 
* cognitam bumorum cacochymicam emendare. 
| © Funeftam adeo prognofim-cancri dedit Celſus, ut ſolam 
* fere curam palliativam admiſerit. Exciſnm enim can- 
* erum tamen reverti & occidere dixit. Innumeris autem 

* ob/erwvationibus conſlat, cancrum, fi totus ſimul & ſe+ 
* mel cum omni ſua radice tollatur, tuto extirpari, & 
* abſque recidiva : Ubi vero vel minima ejus Par licite 
la relinquitur, tunc malignius repullulat”. 


+ Hildan. Obſerv. Chirurg. Cent. 3. Obſerv. 87. 
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Humors before Extirpation, ſince there 


K „ „ K K A A A 


+a ma a m @ a K % ' „ 


might be Fear leſt the ulcerated Cancer 


ſhould infect the adjacent Parts, or fix 
its malignant Roots more deeply, ſo as 
to render the Extirpation impoſſible: 
Hence then in ſuch Caſes, it is beſt to 
extirpate the Cancer immediately, and af- 
terwards to mend the known vitiated 
State of the Humors, by proper Diet and 
Remedies. (Jide F 83, of this Fſſay.) 
Cel us, continues Van Swieten, has given 
us ſo ſevere a Prognoſis of a Cancer, that 
he admits it to be capable of little more 
than a palliative Cure. — For he has ſaid, 


That it the Cancer is extirpated, it never- 


theleſs returns, and kills the Patient. 


(See F 4 of this Eſſay.) But it appears 


from innumerable Obſervations, that if 
the Cancer is totally taken away altogether 
at once, with its Root, it may be ſafely 
extirpated without Danger of a Relapſe : 
But if the leaſt Part of it 1s left behind, 
the Diſeaſe returns then with more Ma- 


( lignancy than at firſt.” 


$ 93. Having thus far removed, I hope, 


ſome of the principal Objections to the 


Operation, there remains one ſtill, and that 
the Reader will ſay, perhaps, is no incon» 
ſiderable one; I mean, of judging in the 


* * 


Extirpation of the Tumor when we have 


„ 
certainly eradicated all the diſeaſed Part; 
for chiefly on that depends the ſucceſsful 
Event. If the Cancer is in the Breaſt, we 
have no exact Criterion to lead us when to 
be truly ſatisfied of it; tho' our Eyes, and 
the Feeling of the Parts, will, in a great 
Meaſure, direct us: But if the Tumor is 
ſeated in the Lip, a Remark made by the 
celebrated M. Le Dran,“ is a good Guide 
for us. — I ſhall give my Reader what he 
ſays in his own Words. 

In the Number of cancerous Tumors, 
« ſays he, that have been under my Care, I 
have ſeen ſeveral where the Colour of the 
internal Skin of the Lip has been changed, 
above an Inch round the Circumference 
of the Tumor, and the Redneſs of that 
Skin more vivid than in other Parts. 


e 6 


Proof, that the Glands underneath are 


appear by their Swelling. When this 
happens, it is requiſite to take off that 
Part of the Lip ; for want of doing which 
the Tumor would certainly return. 
Suppoſe even that the whole Skin ſhould 
appear in its natural Colour, we mult not 
os contented with extirpating the Tumor 


6? Js CY WE 


* Obſery. in Surgery, p. 42. 
only, 


This Alteration of Colour is à certain 


affected, altho* the Obſtruction does not 


3 ( 138) 

only, but alſo take off a Part of that 
which is ſound. As the Skin yields ſuffl- 
ciently to make Room for a Suture, it is 
better to facrifice a ſmall Part of the Lip 
on each Side the Tumor, than to leave 
n any obſtructed Glands behind, which may 
form another hereafter'. 


0 


OBSERVATION XV. 


He then proceeds, and gives us an Ac- 
count of a cancerous Tumor in the Lip, of 
the Bigneſs of a ſmall Melon, which hung 
to the ſuperior Part of the Sernum, and 


covered the lower Part of the Face, in ſuch 


a Manner, that the Patient was obliged to 
raiſe it, when he wanted to put any Food 
into his Mouth. 

The upper Part of the Tumor adhered 
to the Gums along the Border of the Teeth, 
and to the Skin covering the Extremity of 
the Cartilage that divides the two Noſtrils. 
It pofſeſſed the whole upper Lip, and Part 
of the left Cheek, below the Proceſſus Zyge- 
maticus. — This Tumor * he extirpated, in 
the Preſence of two eminent Surgeons, and 
made a perfect Cure of his Patient. A 
Fortnight after the Operation, he ſays, the 


It weighed almoſt two Pounds. 


Pa- 


e 
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Patient told his Pupils, the Tumor had 


been extirpated before, when it was no 


bigger than a Cherry: This Account, con- 


tinues he, made me apprehend a Return of 
the Diſtemper ; but it never happen'd. 


From this he concludes, that only Part 


of the Tumor was A EN in the firſt 
Operation, 


OBSERVATION XVL 


Some Years ago, a Surgeon (in Norfolk) 
fhewed me a Patient, about forty Years 
old, from whom he had a few Months be- 


fore extirpated' a cancerous Tumor, the 


Bigneſs of a Haſel-nut, that grew upon the 
Man's upper Lip on the left Side. — When 
I faw him, there was a little Fungus thruſt 
out of the ſuperior Part of the Cicatrix 
near the Noſtril, which was very painful: 
The external Part of the Lip look'd of its 
natural Complexion, but the internal Part, 
about the Breadth of a Shilling, appeared 
of a darkiſh red Colour. - 


Obſervation of Le Dran. The Wound 
never had been completely cicatrized, but 
remained for fome Weeks (tho? not at all 
troubleſome) with a Scab upon the Place 
where the Fungus grew out: After the Ap- 
Pearance 


This imme 
diately brought to my Remembrance the 
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pearance of the Fungus it grew painful. I 


called the Surgeon a-ſide, and told him, 


My Opinion was, that ſome of the Roots 
of the Cancer had not been extirpated in the 
Operation ; that a ſmall Part of the Lip, 
which perhaps then might to outward Ap- 
pearance lock ſound, ought to have been 
taken away with the Tumor, to have pre- 
vented a Relapſe. He was not of my 
Opinion, but ſaid, it would Þave* been a 
great Piece of Imprudence to have made 
ſuch a large Wound on the Face, as he 


muſt have done, had heextirpated ſo much 


of the Lip as I mentioned; and that, con- 
ſequently, he muſt have left a very un- 
ſightly Scar: For, ſays he, we cannot be 
too careful in leaving a ſufficient Quantity 
of Skin after all Amputations, to make a 


good Cure, and to prevent Deformity. — 


I acquieſced with him, that this Rule, in- 
deed, ought always to be obſerved as much 
as poſſible; but, in the Caſe before us, the 


Cancer was more likely to occaſion a much 
worſe Deformity, than the Loſs of that 


Portion of the Lip would have done. 
With his Leave, I recommended to the 
unhappy Patient, a ſecond Tryal to eradi- 


cate the Diſorder by Exciſion, and the Uſe 


of a Milk Diet, &c. — But I have ſince 
heard, that neither the Operation, nor the 
Method 


(C141). 
Method of Living I preſcribed, were com- 
plied with.—About half a Year afterwards, 
I was further inform'd, that he was labouring 
with all the terrible Symptoms of an ulce- 
rated Caucer; and ſince that, I have been 
told, he is dead. 


REFLECTIONS. 


Might not this Man, very probably, 
have been ſtill living, had he been ju- 
diciouſly treated? And has not the Igno- 
rance of Operators been, in many Caſes of 
this Kind, the Cccaſion of Relapſes ; which, 1 
in a great Meaſure, has brought the Ope- = 
ration into Diſrepute ? | 


$ 94. In the foregoing Diſcourſe, I have 
taken little or no Notice of Cancers affecting. 
the Viſcera; becauſe ſuch more immediately 
fall under the Phyſician's than the Surgeon's 
Care.— For I do not intend this as a com- 
plete Treatiſe on this Diſeaſe ; but only to 
expreſs my own Sentiments on ſuch Caſes.. h 
as are chiefly the Objects of chirurgical | 
Operation, and the Succeſs I have had in = 
thoſe Caſes under my own Direction. 4 
In $ 18, we have ſaid, that a Cancer in 3 
the Uterus is ſcarcely ever cured ; to which | 


we may add thoſe affecting the Podex : But. = | 
| | 
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theſe are ſometimes to be palliated, by 


Diet, internal Remedies, and In- 
jections. —T had a retriarkable Caf, forne 
Time a-gone, of à Cancer in Utero, 
cated with mae — which 1 ſhall 
relate. 


OBSERVATION XVII. 


In the Begirming of September, 1751, a 
poor Woman, about fifty Years old, (of 
the Pariſh of Seoelfing, near Soxwantham ) 
came to 'afk my Advice concerning a Pain 
and Difficulty of making Urine ; which 
ſhe ſaid, had been gradually coming upon 
her, for more than a Year paſt ; and ſhe 
believed that her Huſband had given her 
the foul Diſeaſe ; by which fhe meant the 
ies Venerea. 1 wand, by her Diſcourſe, 
that her Hufhand had given her a Clap 
ſome Years ago ; for which ſhe had been 
near two Months under the Care of an ig- 


norant Man, without receiving any Benefit; 
but was at laſt cured by the ingenious Dr. 4 


Copland, of Yoxford. I could not find, on 


her firſt telling me the Complaints which 


ſhe then laboured under, that there was any 
Reaſon to ſuſpect a freſh Infection. I was 
at firſt fuſpicious of the Stone; but on 
ſnatch; felt a hard Gland in the Vagina 


Uteri, 
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Uteri, which preſſed upon the Neck of che 
Bladder, in ſuch a Manner, as muſt conſe- 
quently ſuppreſs the Urine. — The Ulerus 
itſelf ſeem'd enlarged, attended with d 
Pains, and felt quite fixed and immoveable 
in the Pelvis; its Mouth would admit my 
Finger, from whence iſſued an intolerable 
fetid, bloody, Diſcharge; and this con- 
vinced me it Was a Cancer. 1 paſſed the 
Cathether, and let off near a Pint of Urine, 
but felt nothing in the Bladder. She had 
not admitted of her Huſband's Embraces 
for near four Months paſt; ſuch Converſe 
being attended with _ Pain; But "Rill, 
ſhe fo ſaid, ſhe was ſure he had again given 
her the foul Diſeaſe, the laſt Time he had. 
to do with her. I aſk'd why ſhe thought 
ſo; ſhe faid, that a few Days after he had 
laid with Yau, ſhe had more Smart in 
making Urine than uſual ; and at the ſame 
Time began to have a Diſcharge like the 
Whites, as the good Women call the Flacr 
albus : That he himſelf made Complaints 
when he made Water, and was daily taking 
of Pills, and obliged her to take ſome with 
him; which, ſhe ſaid, had made her much 
worſe ; but ſince ſhe had took ſome purging 
Phyſic, that ſhe believed was of Service to 
her. I then examined the Labia pudendi, 
ang found ſeveral fordid Ulcers, r of 

them 
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them covered with 'a yellow Scab, and 
very painful; having greatly the Aſpect of 
the Lues Venerea.—l was unwilling to diſ- 
courage her with my Thoughts on her un- 
happy Caſe; but 1 informed her Brother, 
(who came to my Houſe with her) that I 
doubted no more than a palliative Cure was 
to be expected; and that I believed ſhe 
would not live long; for ſhe ſeemed in- 
clined to a hectic Fever.— Of this I in- 
formed the-Pariſh Officers, of the Village 
to which ſhe belonged ; who nevertheleſs 
agree with her Brother to leave her at 

alefworth under my Care.—Accordingly 
ſhe was lodged near me, on September the 
12th, L9kr.- -* 

1 began palliating her Diſeaſe by mode- 
rate Doſes -of Mercur. dulcis given over 
Night, every three or four Days, purging 
them off the following Mornings, with a 
little Rad. Rhabar s and on the interme- 
diate Days, ſhe took plentifully of a De- 
coction of Guaiacum, together with a Milk 
Diet, &c.— Every other Night her private 
Parts were fumigated with Cinnabar, and 
Mercur. præcip. rub. ] was likewiſe 
obliged to adminiſter a gentle Anodyne 
every Evening, at the Hour of Reſt, to 
eaſe her Pain, and to procure Sleep; ; 
vu tor ſome time paſt,” ſhe had been al- 

moſt 
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moſt- a Stranger to. Her Urine was al- 
moſt wholly ſuppreſſed, ſo that ſhe was 
now obliged daily to be relieved by the 
Cathether.——T heſe Medicines ſeemed 
to agree with her for better than a Week, 
when ſhe was ſuddenly ſeized with a 
Diarrhea, and a prodigious Swelling of 
the Labia pudendi, with an Increaſe of Pain 
in the Uterus.—I immediately deſiſted from 
any further Uſe of the Fumigation ; fo- 
mented the grieved Parts with an emollient 
Fomentation, dreſſed the Chancres, or Ul- 
cers, with a little Ung. mercuriale; and 
ſuppreſſed the Diarrhea with the Decoct. 
Fraca/t. &c. But I kept her to the Uſe of 
the Guaiacum Drink. —In a few Days the 
Swelling of the private Parts ſubſided, and 
the Ulcers began to diſcharge good Matter: 
but the putrid Sarzes, which ifued from 
the Womb, was fo intolerably fetid as 
ſcarce to be borne.—I then ordered the 
tollowing Injection tor the Uterus. 


K Lap. medicament. ij coq. pauliſper in 
Ag. Calcis Ibj cola, cui adde Dec ki 
Guaiac. IB f. injeffio: Hujus tepe- 


fatti g. J. bis in die, in Uterum, ope 
Nphonts, iniciatur. 
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The Decoction of the Guaiacum was 
made by boiling four Ounces of the Raſp- 
ings in fix Pints of Water to four, and 
then ſtrained. I likewiſe preſcribed her 


the following Electuary. 


R El#. lenitiv. zvj. Mercur. alcalſat. zij. 
Sulph. præcip. Calcis Antimon. Sal. 
Nitri pur. dd 3). Hr. e Cort. Aurant. 

. $. F. Elect. cujus capiat ad mag. 
N. bY: bis in die, ſuperbibendo Ibſs 
Decocti Guaiac. cujus eandem bibat 
quantitatem per ſe, ſæpe in die. 


The Uſe of the above Electuary and 
Decoction were continued a Fortnight; 
when, in their Room, ſhe took only of the 
following Decoction. 


R Rad. Cbinæ Sarſdp. tenuiter inciſ. dd 
2. Torment. Eryng. cond. inciſ. dd 318. 
cog. in A. font. Ibiv. ad Ibij. cola, & 
adde Hr. Balſam. g. s. ad ſaporem 
gratum : cujus bibat iv, ſepe in die, 
cum tertia parte Gi; vaccin. admiſt. 


The Anodyne was continued every 
Night during the Courſe of her taking the 
Electuary, and Deco. Guctac. ſhe ſweat 


little; but when ſhe complained of Faint- 
neſs, 


„„ 

neſs, her Spirits were recruited with mo- 
derate Draughts of tmall red Wine-whey.— 
After perſevering a Month in the Uſe of 
the Injection, and the above Remedies, ſhe 
ſeemed ſo far recovered, (the Diſcharge 
from the Uterus being almoſt gone, and 
not at all fetid, the Pains greatly abated, 
and the Ulcers in the Labia pudendi were 
quite healed) that her Relations and Neigh- 
bours laughed at the Severity of my Prog- 
noſis, and thought little elſe was further 
wanting to complete her Cure, than to re- 
lie ve her Stoppage of Urine, which indecd 
was now totally ſuppreſſed; ſhe never mak- 
ing a Drop but by the Help of the Ca- 
theter. > 

I confeſs I was greatly ſurprized at this 
Alteration for the better; and ſhe fo far 
impoſed upon me, that I ordered my In- 
itrument maker to make a very ſhort Ca- 
theter, which, being contrived with a 
Cork, to be put in and taken out at Plea- 
ture, in order for the Diſcharge ot the 
Urine, was to have been introduced into 
the Bladder, and confined there by means 

a Ribbon paſſed through two ſmall 
Rings in the Head of the Catheter, and 
then carried between the Thighs back- 
wards, and coming round the lower Part 
of the Abdomen tied before; fo that it 


H 2 need- 
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needed only to have been removed twice 
or thrice in a Week to have cleaned it.— 
Bur ſhe did not live long enough to want 
this = Inſtrument , for as ſoon as ſhe 
began to get a pretty good Appetite, ſhe. I 
indulged herſelf in drinking Strong- beer, 
; cating Beef-ſtakes, &c. for Dinner; and, 
1 very trequently, Red-herrings for Supper ; 
ſo that this acrimonious Diet, ſoon put the 
i latent Remains of the Piſtemper in Utero, 
"| again into Agitation; and in three Weeks 
.= afterwards, the Pains and fetid Diſcharge 
: from the Womb, were returned as bad as 
= <cver.—The Concer eat its Way thro? the 
| Nerus and Bladder, for a few Days before 
5 ſhe died, her Urine was evacuated per Ja- 
| ginam; notwithſtanding ſhe was daily re- 
| lieved with the Catheter, twice or thrice a 
= Day, either by myſelf, or the young Gen- 
| tleman my Apprentice ; who had by Uſe 
and my Directions, learned to pals it very 
dextcrouſly, when Neceſſity required in my 
4 Abſence. The modeſt Way of paſſing the 
1 Catheter, is to do it underneath the Bed- 
Z clothes; without uncovering the Patient.— 
She died November the 22d, 1751. 


When the Nature and Cauſe of a Dil- 
eaſe is not well underſtood, the Cure can 


ſeldom be proſecuted with Succeſs ; and 
the 
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the Prognoſis in ſuch Caſes will moſtly be 
erroneous, The following Caſe 1s an In- 
ſtance of the Truth of this Aſſertion. 


OBSERVATION XVII. 


Some Years ago, a maiden young Wo- 
man about Twenty, ſubject to a Chlorofis 
and the Fluor albus, complained of an Un- 
eaſineſs in the Vagina; for which ſhe ap- 
plied to a Midwite; who not being able to 
find out the Nature of her Complaint, (af- 
ter the fruitleſs Applications of a Fomen- 
tation to the external Parts, for ſome time) 
_ adviſed her to a neighbouring Surgeon ; 
who on the Inſpection of a bloody and fe- 
tid Diſcharge, which daily, for ſome Weeks 
paſt, had iſſued from the Vagina, conclud- 
ed it an ulcerated Cancer; and after a fur- 
ther ſlight Examination, pronounced it 1n- 
curable. However, he ordered her an In- 
jection, but it was of no Service to her.— 
Some time after ſhe applied to me. [ 
tound her a poor thin, pale Creature, un- 
der a great Dejestion of Spirits, and could 
not be ſpoke to without crying.—She told 
me that her Diſorder had been coming 
upon her, by degrees, for better than a 
Year paſt, without much Pain, only a kind 
of pricking Smart after walking, as ſhe 

HK 3 ex- 
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expreſſed it ; but that now ſhe was full of 
Pain, and the Diſcharge which came from 
her Body ſmelt ſo bad, as ſcarce to be 
horne.—And indeed ſo J found it; for 
when I came to examine her, I could 
hardly bear it.—— The Diſcharge, which 
came from her, was not great, of a darkiſh 
bloody Colour; but the external Privities 
were protruded, and the Labia pudendi a 
little ſwelled. | "> 5 
She made Water with Difficulty, and 

that not without the Aſſiſtance of her Fin- 
ger.—I met with no Difficulty in paſſing 
the Catheter, by which I diſcharged about 


half a Pint of pale Urine.— I felt nothing 


in the Bladder.—But in paſſing my Finger 
in Vaginam, I diſcovered a hard Body, which 
felt, I thought, at firſt, almoſt like the 
Os Uteri come down within an Inch of the 
On externum : At length I found it was a 

Tumor, or large Excreſcence that grew to 
the left Side of the Vagina, and that the 
\ Baſis of it was ſmall. —By gently dilating 
the Os externum, and the Help of a proper 
Syringe with warm Water, I evacuated 
ſome of the ſtinking grumous Blood, 
which had been lodged there ſome time ; 
and was nothing more than the menſtrual 
Diſcharges accumulated in the Cavity of 
the Vagina by the Obſtruction of this pre- 
| | ter- 
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ternatural Body. My Buſineſs was now / 


how to extirpate this Tumor..——I was 
doubtful of the Species of this iN wereſeciice ; 
as whether it might not be of a cancerous 
Nature. I would have called in my inge- 
nious and very worthy Friend Mr. Edward 
Cooper (an eminent Surgeon of Bungay) 
but was not permitted. I then ſet about 
the Operation, and by the Help of thr 
Iron Inſtrument invented by Mr. Cheſelden 
for tying the Tonſils with a proper Li 
ture, I ſoon extirpated the Schirrus; which 
was as large as a Walnut, an Tack long, 
and of the Shape of a Cone inverted, ſo 
that as it grew, its Baſis, as I ſaid before, 
was much ſmaller than its Extremity : 
which was a favourable Circumſtance in 
the Extirpation. The Part grew well 
in ten Days after the Operation, by the 
Uſe of only an Injection of ſimple Ag. 
Calcis and Mel Roſarum: And, in three 
Months afterwards, ſhe was reſtored to 
perfect Health by a few internal Reme- 
dies. 
[ ſhall conclude this Eflay with the often 
quoted Saying of Horace, 


Si quid noviſti rectius iſtis 
Candidus imperti : fi non his utere mecum. 


4 4 
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A LETTER r Mr. John Freke, 
Surgeon to St. Bartholomew's Hoſ- 
pital, and „. 


S 1 R/ 

Have bcen, ſome time, in a Doubt, 

whether I ſhould communicate the Suc- 
ceſs J have already had on a new Method 
of treating cancerous Ulcers, (which has 
occurr'd to me ſince the writing of my 


* Eftay,) or whether I ought not to wait till 


farther Experience has informed me how 
far the enſuing Remarks may merit the 
Attention of the Public. — But as, ſome- 
times, ſeemingly trivial Hints, in Matters 
of this Nature, from Perſons of the ſmall- 


eſt Experience, may be of Uſe to thoſe 


of more Skill and extenſive Practice, I 


determined with myſelf to preſume on 
troubling you with this Letter, and that, if 


it ſhould meet your Approbation, to have 
it printed with my Effay. 

That learned Body, of which you are a 
worthy Member, has always ſhewn En- 
couragement to all laudabſe Endeavours 
for uſeful Diſcoveries in Nature, and the 
Science of Medicine; I thought, therefore, 
I could write to no properer Perſon than 


to yourſelf, as one of that Society of noble, 


learned, 
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learned, and ingenious Men, who has laid, 
as I may fay, your Injunctions on me to 
attempt all in my Power towards improv- 
ing the Art of Healing. 

[ am, I fear, very unequal to the Taſk 
you have aſſigned me; and more eſpe- 
cially in a Diſeaſe which has hitherto elud- 
ed the Skill of the greateſt Proficients in 
Surgery; who, as yet, I believe, are 1g- 
norant of any certain Cure for an ulcer- 
ated Cancer. | 

God only knows whether my flender 
Endeavours will ever anſwer the Purpoſe 
J intend them; but I am determined to 
loſe no Opportunity that my Practice may 
turniſh me with, in attempting to diſco- 
ver a Remedy for this terrible Diſeaſe; 
and I heartily with all thoſe of ſuperior 
Abilities, and larger Practice, would do 
the fame. 

*T'is true, I have been laughed at al- 
ready, behind my Back, for this Deter- 
mination ; and, it has been ſaid, I ſhall 
be only ridiculed for my Vanity, and the 
idle Scheme pf my endeavouring to find 
out a Cure for a Diftemper, which the 
molt learned and ſcilful allow incurable, — 
But I am content to bear all the Calumny 
of thoſe, who, I am ſenſible are the Ma- 
jority, againſt me, provided I can have the 
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Approbation of the diſcerning few, who, 


though my Attempts ſhould prove unſuc- 


ceſsful, will ſtill lament the Want of ſuch a 
Diſcovery, and nevertheleſs praiſe, rather 
than diſpraiſe, the Zoodneſs of my Inten- 


tion. 
I ſhall not, good Sir, tire you with any 
farther Preface, but haſten to inform you, 


that I have made various Experiments with 


the Juices of divers kinds of Plants, and 
after I had found, in the moſt cautious 
Manner, that ſome of them might be ſafe- 


ly applied to the human Body, I made 


Trial of theſe Juices on ulcerated Cancers.— 
] ſhall not, at preſent, trouble you with 
an Account of all the Plants | have made 


Trial of: That which, I think, deſerves 


eur immediate Notice, is, the ſharp- pointed 


EE vprrge, or Calaputia; which! have grow- 


ing in my Garden.—The milky Juices of 
this Plant is ſomewhat acrimonious, as 
may be diſcovered by the Taſte of it ; but 
it makes no Change on the blue Paper. 

As J do not, now, intend to give a 


Detail of the Methods made uſe of to diſ- 


cover the Nature of this Plant, and what 
firſt induced me to make Trial of it, I ſhall 
only, in general Terms, tell you in what 
Manner | have uſed it, and the Succeſs I 
have had with it in one Cale ; at the ſame 

Time 
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Time ingenuouſly relating what J mixed 


with it, and what internal Medicines my 


Patient took at the Time of its Applica- 
tion. 

After I had got about a Pint of the 
Juice of the Cataputia, (partly by wound- 
ing a Number of Plants in ſeveral Places, 
and partly by Expreſſion) I placed it in 
the Sun, in a Leaden-diſh, where it ſtood 
till it had acquired almoſt the Conſiſtence 


of an Ointment.—To every Ounce of this 


inſpiſſated Juice, I mixed of Mercur. dulcis 
precipit, * and finely levigated Black- lead, 
of each one Scruple : The Ungent, thus 
prepared, was kept in Gallypots cloſe tied 
down with a Bladder, for Uſe. | 

The Caſe in which I uſed the above 
Unguent is as follows, 

A young Woman, about thirty Years 
old, (ſometimes ſubject to cutaneous Ulcers 
on her Legs, which were healed by ordi— 
nary Applications and mild mercurial Pur- 
gatives) had the Misfortune to be brought 
to Bed of an illegitimate Child; which at 
firſt ſhe ſuckled. _ 

In a few Weeks after her Delivery, her 
right Breaſt ſwelled and inflamed, ſo that 


. What I call Mercur. dulcis prœcipit. 1 ſweet 


Mercury precipitated in 2g. Calcis, as deſcribed in 


my Eſſay. 
7 2 3 the 
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the Child could not ſuck of it: But to 


prevent its coming to Suppuration, ſhe 


had it, twice 1n a Day, fomented with very 
hot Spir. Vin. ref. which, indeed, abated 


the Swelling, in ſome meaſure, and the In- 
flammation; but reduced the whole Breaſt 
to a very hard ſchirrous Tumor. The Un- 


eaſineſs which ſhe ſuffered from the Pains 
in her Breaſt, and other Circumſtances, go- 
ing contrary to her Wiſhes, threw her into 
a Fever, for which ſhe kept her Bed three 


Weeks.—During this Diſorder the Milk 


in her other Breaſt ſo much leſſened, that 
the was obliged to wean the Infant. 


Almoſt four Months elapſed in the Uſe 
of various Applications, as Poultices, &#c. 


preſcribed by her female Acquaintance, to 


reſolve the Induration of the Breaſt ; but 
with ſo little Succeſs, that both the Pain 
and Hardneſs rather encreaſed; although 
there was a partial Suppuration of a very 
large Knot in the interior inferior Side of 
the Breaſt near its Baſis.— The Matter diſ- 
charged was thin and ichorous. Soon 


after this, an ill-condition'd Fungus thruſt 
out at the Orifice of the Sore, which her 
ſemale Attendant endeavoured often to re- 
duce, by clipping off the Top with her 
Scifiars, afterwards rubbing it with the 
Vitriol Stone, and then covering the Ulcer 

with 
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with an Ointment of her own making.— 
Theſe Applications gave her great Pain, 


the Fungus, in a Day or two, growing up 


as large as ever, and bleeding ſome Ounces 
every time it was cut, made her, at length, 


ſo miſerable, that ſhe was deſirous I ſhould | 


attend her, 

I found the whole Breaſt indurated, as 
before obſerved, and much enlarged, ſo 
that 1t could with Difficulty be moved up- 
on the Ribs; the Skin a little inflamed, 
and the cutaneous Veins turgid. The 
Fungus was near an Inch higher than the 
Skin, and as large as an ordinary Man's 
Thumb, the Roots of which ſeemed to 
grow out of the Middle of the Tumor, 

which could with much Difficulty be felt 
from the other Parts of the Breaſt, and was 
of the Size of a large Hen's Egg.—This 
was, the Tumor, in which there had been 
an ichorous Suppuration, as above-men- 


| tioned, From this Fungus there iſſued a 


very thin and fetid Sanies. 

The whole Breaſt, and particularly the 
Knot, from whence the Tungus grew, were 
attended with ſuch lancinating Pains, that 
ſhe, frequently, for ſome Weeks paſt, had 
laid whole Nights without Sleep. Except 
a little feveriſh Indiſpoſition, conſequently 
ariſing from the Trouble and Fatigue of 

this 
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this Breaſt, ſhe was otherwiſe -in pretty 
good Health, tho' ſhe had had no Ap- 
pearance of her Menſes for three Months 
alt. 

: ] paſs'd my Probe near two Inches into 
ſeveral Parts of the fungous Maſs, without 
giving her much Pain; but the Blood im- 
mediately follow'd the withdrawing the 
Probe, to the Quantity of an Ounce or 
two. 

From theſe Circumſtances I was appre- 
henſive the Breaſt was become cancerous 
and, although I concealed: my Sentiments 
from her concerning it, 1 judged there 
could be no Cure, unleſs the Breaſt was 
amputated. 

However, being deſirous to ſee what I 
could do with it, before I propoſed the Ex- 
tirpation; I bled and purged her, twice in 
a Week, with pO. Viv. gr. xij. Pilul, ex 
Colccynthide cum aloe gr. xv. made into Pills; 
directed cooling Lotions to the inflamed 
Integuments; applied Ung. nutrit. cum 
pulver. gall. to the Tungus; and, laſtly, 
cover'd the whole Breaſt with a mercurial 
ſaturnine Cerate. I likewiſe preſcribed her 
a ſuitable Diet. = 

Five Weeks were ſpent in attempting to 
reſolve the Induration of the Breaſt, with 
this Succels, that the Hardneſs diſperſed, 
and 
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and it became very moveable on the Ribs 
but the Tumor and Fungus remained much 
as uſual ; daily diſcharging a thin watery 
Ichor, but leſs fœtid. — I then endeavor'd 
to deſtroy the Fungus with ſome Præcipi- 
tate, hut by this Means the Diſorder was 
greatly irritated; the Tumor, in a few 
Days, enlarged; the whole Breaſt ſwelled, 
and grew again very painful. Upon this, 
immediately deſiſted from any farther Uſe 
of the Præcipitate; applied Ung. nutrit, ut 
antea, continuing the Application of the 
ſaturnine Cerate; repeated Bleeding and 
Purging as before. — In little better than 
a Week's Time, the Swelling was again 
fubſided, and the Pains almoſt gone, ſo 
that 1 could feel diſtinctly the Tumor, 
which was, indeed, harder than uſual, as 
well as the fungous Fleſh. In a few 
Days after this, the Breaſt coming to its 
natural Softneſs, I then, with my Patient's 
Conſent, was determined to diſſect out the 
Knot and Fungus together ; which accord- 
ingly I did. — Five Days after the Opera- 
tion, the Wound began to digeſt, and 
ſeemed to go on as well as we could wiſh ; 
but in the Space of a Week more, at the 
Bottom of the Wound, I diſcover'd a 
| hardiſh fungous Excreſcence ariſing, at- 
tended with ſome Pain. 

This 
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This greatly alarm'd me, being appre- 
henſive of a Return of the Diſeaſe, owing, 
as I ſuppoſed, to ſome affected Part being 
left behind, which ſhould have been extir- 
pated. 
I attempted reducing this Excreſcence 
with red Mercury præcipitate; but this 
did not agree; it ſeem'd to harden the Ex- 
creſcence, although. it cropt the Top of it, 
while the Baſis daily encreaſed, and the 
other Parts of the Wound began to o diſchar ge 
a very thin Matter. | 

[ endeavor'd to excite a gentle Salivation 


after the Operation, according to the Di- 


rections in my Eſſay, but in vain; the 
Mercury always ran through her. —Theſe 
Methods proving unſucceistul, I applied 
the following Cataplaſm, and made her 
drink daily five Pints of the Dece#. Lign, 
Guaiac. as directed in the Medical Eſſays “. 


R Raſur. lien. Guaiac. ibi. Flor. Cha- 
memel. n. vj. M. Coq. ex FA font. 7. 
ad colat. Ibiv. p. fold. 

K hyuſee colatur. Ibſs. Farin. Sem. Lin. 
3. Coq. ad conſylent. cataplaſim. 


After a Week's Uſe of theſe Things, I 
found they would anſwer neither mine, nor 


* Vide Page 83. Vol. v. 3d Edition, 
my 


n 
my Patient's Expectations; for altho' ſhe 
ſweat conſiderably, and Part of the Breaſt 
continued in good Order, yet the fungous 
Excreſcence encreaſed, and the Sore daily 
grew more crude. 

I then cover'd the whole Sore, with thin 
Pledgets of Lint ſpread with the Huguent 
of the Cataputia before deſcribed ; over this 
I applied the Cataplaſm, and continued the 
Decoction as before. The ſecond Day 
after the Application of the Cataputia, the 
Lips of the Sore grew turgid and inflamed; 
and the affected Side of the Breaſt, on the 
third Day, was ſomewhat tumified, but 
attended with no great Degree of Pain. 


In ſhort, in about ten Days, there followed 


ſeveral ſmall Suppurations in the Lips of 
the Sore, the fungous Subſtance daily waſted, 
and was caſt off, and in fifteen Days after 
the Uſe of the Cataputia, the Ulcer became 
well digeſted, and appeared in a healing 
State. —I then order'd her to drink leſs 


of the Decoction, and left off the Uſe of 


the Ointment of the Cataputia. — I dreſs'd 
the Ulcer with ſuch ordingr: plications, 


as are commonly uſed to Wounds in an 


incarning State; but continued the Uſe of 
the Cataplaſm to the End of the Cure 
which was compleated/in two Months after 


the Application of the Cataputia. 
Two 
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Two Months after her Cure, her Menſes 
returned, and continued their regular Pe- 
riods ; and ſince that ſhe is grown healthy 
and ſtrong, having no Symptom of her 
former Complaint. 
Whether any future Experiments, with 
theſe Medicines, and the Application of the 
Cataputia will depreſs my preſent riſing 
Hope, of having found out ſomething that 
may be beneficial in this lamentable Diſeaſe, 
I know is uncertain ; becauſe, I am well 
aware, that a ſingle Caſe, ſucceeding ac- 
cording to our Wiſhes, is not ſufficient for 
our haſtily drawing a Concluſion to a general 
Method of Cure; as Medicines require a 
frequent and repeated Courſe of Trials to 
accurately diſcover their Effects. And, 
as one Man's private Practice does not al- 
ways ſupply him with a ſufficient Number 
of proper Subjects to duly make Trial of 
any new-invented Remedy, I think, *tis a 
Duty incumbent upon him, to communi- 
cate it to others, who may have Opportu- 
nities of further improving or exploding 
ſuch Remedies, both for the Good of his 
Fellow-Creatures in general, and the Ho- 
nour of the Healing Art in particular. | 
T had the Misfortune of having almoſt 
all my Plants of the Cataputia deſtroy'd, or 
I would have ſent up ſome of the Unguent, 
as 


+ 4 F I 
as call it, for your Uſe, if you ſhould 
think proper to make any Trial of it. — | 
| am endeavouring to cultivate the little 5 
Spot on which the remaining few Roots 
grow, for their further Encreaſe. — 4 

beg Leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, worthy | 
125 with great Reſpect, | 


Y, our moſt obedient, 


Haleſworth, And moſt obliged, 
June ly 1754. 
h humble Servant, 


W. Norford. 


The E N D. 
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An INDEX of the OB58tR- 
"'VATIONS:...- 


Obſerd. J. F the ill Conſequence at- 
tending the Uſe of an 

emollient Fomentation and Cataplaſm, 
to a Schirrus in the Breaſt; and the bad 
Effects of an ill- prepared Phagedænic 
Water after it was ulcerated, Page 22. 
II. Of a fruitleſs Endeavour to reſolve a 
ſchirrous Breaſt, which was afterwards 
obliged to be amputated: But the Diſ- 
eaſe ſoon after the Operation returned, 


and rendered the Patient ie Eh 


Page 30 
III. Of a very large ulcerated cancerous 
Breaſt extirpated, and happily cured. 
Page 41 
IV. Of an Attempt to Nele a ſchirrous 
Tumor in the under, or back Part of the 
Arm by the Ax. 5 Page 47 
V. Of a Blow in the left Breaſt of a Wo- 
man, about forty-eight Years old, 
which occaſioned a ſchirrous Tumor, 
that nevertheleſs afterwards happily ſub- 
ſided, Page 58 
VI. Of the Amputation of a cancer'd ul- 
cerated Breaſt from a Blow; where, a 
I 
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few Years afterwards, the Cancer returned 
and killed the Patient. Page 59 
VII. Of an ulcerated Cancer, in the Breaſt 
of a Woman ſixty Years old, which had 
continued ſcveral Years with little In- 
conveniency, ſhe dying at laſt of ſome 
other Diſeaſe. Page 63 
VIII. Of a cancer'd Breaſt ſeparated from 
the Body by a Gangrene, in a Lady of 
fifty Years of Age; the Cancer after- 
wards returning, when the Part was 
near cicatrizing, killed her. Page y2 
IX. Of a very large cancerous Ven, in the 
Breaſt of a Woman thirty-ſix Years old, 
which was partly ſeparated from the 
Body by a Gangrene, and partly by the 
Aſſiſtance of the Surgeon, and cured. 
Page 76 
X. Of ulcerated Cancers palliated in the 
Breaſts of Women many Years; the 
Patients remaining otherwiſe tolerably 
healthful. Page 84 
XI. Of a cancerous Fungus in the great 
Toe of a Country woman, occaſioned 
by the cutting off the Nail imprudently; 
the Part being obliged afterwards to be 
extirpated. Page 105 
XII. Of a ſchirrous Tumor extirpated 
from the Breaſt, and cured. 1 113 
= III. 
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XIII. Of the ſame in a Woman paſt 
Child- bearing, and cured.. Page 120 
XIV. Of the bad Effects of an adheſive 
gummous Plaiſter, to two ſchirrous Tu- 
mors in the Breaſt. Page 128 
XV. Of a very large cancerous Tumor 
extirpated from the Lips of a Man, 
and cured, Page 138 
XVI. Of an unſucceſsful Attempt to ex- 
tirpate a cancerous Tumor in the Lip of 
a Man forty Years old. Page 139 
XVII. Of an ulcerated Cancer in the Uterus 
of a Woman fifty Years old, compli- 
cated with the Lues Venerea. Page 142 
XVIII. Ot a ſchirrous Tumor, or preter- 
ternatural Body, in the Vagina Uteri, 
extirpated and cured, Page 149 
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INDEX in GENERAL. 


A. 
Abi, s Deſcription of the Operation for a 
Cancer to Leonidas, _ Y 12. P. 9 
Abdomen, Varices on it, $ 56. þ. 67 
Ancients, why they ſo ſeldom e in the 


Cure of Cancers, — 3. P. 8 
Ag. Phagedenica, the bad Effects of it il pre- 
pared, 290, 23 


— —— Monro's Remarks on it, id. p. 26 
Atra-bilis, the Ancients Opinion of it, $ 56. p.67 
Authors, guided in their Writings by the Autho- 

rities of their Predeceſſors, — 830. P. 27 


B. 


Bleeding, Nature” s laſt Reſort in a Cancer, 9 28. 
. 41 
Blood, the 30 IT its black Appearance in the 
varicous Veins of ſome Tumors, & 56. P. 67 
Freke's Obſervation on it . 3 


Breaſts after Amputation, — 7. Pp. 68 

in old Women often of an WS 6 

Libid. p. 6g 

—— 2 Heterogineous Fluid; $ 77. p. 9 


Boerhaave's Opinion on removing the Cauſe of 
a Cancer when the Operation is neceſſary, &c. 
[$ 82. p. 110 


Hud glandular according to Che/elden, $ 73, 
P. 92 
not ſo according to Ruyſch, [ibid. p. ibid. 
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ee © 
Cancers, no Medicines to be rely'd on in the 
Cure of them, — „ 
—— only to be cured by Reſolution and Ex- 
tirpation, 2. P. 4 
— the Froptiety of extirpating them.diſputed, 
3. P. 5 
— Cſs Opinion on the Extirpation of 
them, 94. P. 5 
— the Uſe of the Cautery exploded in he | 
Cure, C 14. P. 10 


' —— ſome of them critical, — 8 66. p. 83 
——— more Hiſtories of Cures by the Operation, 
among ſuch as were of a long Time ſtanding, 
than among recent ones, 6 78. p. 100 
—— ſometimes ariſe without any ſchirrous Tu- 
mors preceding them, ibid. p. 105 
—— ſuddenly ariſing and encreaſing faſt, more 
dificult of Cure than when they « come on by 
ſlow Degrees, 983. P. 111 
—cccult, Women afflicted with fd the 
public Charity well beſtowed in providing for 


them, — $ 85. P. 124 


D. 


Diet, what Kinds ought to be avoided after the 

Operation in Cancers, $ 83. P. 111. 
 —— Changes in it, &c. ſhould be made by 
Degrees, ibid. p. ibid. 
| —— chief Streſs laid on it, &c, after the Ope- 

ration to prevent a Relapſe, 584. 112 
— may be of moſt of the farinaceous Sub- 


ſtances — Loo. p. 131 
Diet 


C 16g ), 
Diet, particular Kinds ſpecified, 130 
Dran's (Le) Story of the corroſive . of 
the Matter in a Cancer, — 947. P. 51 


e E. 
Empirics, not to be cruſted + to in the 7, oy of 


Diſeaſes, — F520. P. 21 
— a remarkable n of one, F ibid. p. 22 


ae, how 5. and * Sc. 5 64. 


| F. | [2.89 
Frebe (Me) his Remarks on the Atra-bilis, 
| 957. P. 68 

— on the Locality of Cancers, 5 63. 
G 5 7. 79 


| Gangrene, ſometimes critical, &c. hes p. * 
no vital Parts mixed with it, 5 64. p. 80 
leſs terrible Row A Cancer, 965. p. 81 


Gout, Remarks on it, 5 68, 69, 70. 5. 46 


Helmont's Story of a \Man' s curing Cancers. with 
a Powder, = 1 55 8 $o-fle-4 
Hildanus's Story of 2 Surgeon' 8 applying Ung. 

Agypt. to a Fungus in a Cancer, F 50. p. 55 
Fahren Aphoriſm on occult Cancers, 929. 
Pp. 21 


Fhdronel recommended in Cancers, 991. p. 133 


An at ) 2 

| M. | 
Ane the "eſt peel of all Abe, 
{ 26. p. 18 
| —— Ointment of, — — 5645. >. 46 
— dulcis præcipitatut what, 5 29. 5. 24 
t. fluut — 3686. p. 125 
=—= internally given, beſt anſwers the Intention 
of Reſolution,. — ! 585. p. 123 
— præcip. ruber, its Effect in 3 Ec. 


581. p. 106 
Menro (Me.) his Opinion on Cancers, $ 5, 1 


fu 75 8, 9, IO, II, 12. p. 758 


P. 
Parts the moſt ſubject to a Cancer, 5 16. p. 12 
— ſeized wich a Cancer incurable, 5 18. p. 13 


Patients affficted with occult Cancers ought to 
de near the Surgeon, ——a 543. P. 45 


Plumb. r. £ 40 


R. wi 
Refolution of 2 Was very ſeldom, $ 15. P. 12 
—— when to me 525, 26, 27, 28, 


of — 4 8 of 7. 175 18, Ce. 


Schirras moſt] y the Fortuna of a Cancer, 
_ 1919.5. 14. 
$:dum majus good in Cancers, 


9.29. P. 25 

Sharp (Mr.) his Opinion on Extirpation, 5 39, 
P. 42. 

p. 102 
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PERS ( 172) 
Surgeons, the Reaſon why they ought to agree in 
the Method of treating cancerous Tumors, 
, oaks 6 | | 1 534. P. 37. 
Swieten 's (Van) Method of palliating an ulce- 
rated Cancer in a Woman's Breaſt, 5 50. p. 55 


| Unguenta & Emplaſtra, little to be expected 
from their ſanative Qualities in ulcerated 
Cancers, — — "7 | 947. p. 51 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE. Avthor 18 De Uher. A 
markable Caſes, with which he in- 

EP to have further illuſtrated the pre- 

- ceding Diſcourſe ; but ſome Circumſtances 
having occurr'd ſince thoſe Caſes happen'd, 


proper to publiſh them, they will be printed 
ſo as to be tack'd to the foregoing Eſſay. 

N. B. No. Relapſes have Happen'd after 

the Operation; nor. any Circumſtances 


pinion in regard to what he has ance 
concerning Extirpation. | 


Whenever. thoſe Caſes are publiſhed, 


of the Phyto olacea 1 in Cancerg. 
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he thinks it neceſſary, for the preſent, to 
defer their Publication: Whenever he thinks 


which may. make. the Author alter his O- 


| ſome Remarks uill be made on the Uſe. 
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